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   Zero Tolerance Policy

PURPOSE
Grove City Kids Association (GCKA) is a non-profit youth sports organization completely managed by volunteers. This organization is designed to provide participants with a healthy, safe and a developmental athletic environment that encourages fair play, effort, teamwork and sportsmanship during practice and games. GCKA has adopted and supports a Zero Tolerance Policy for players, parents, coaches, game officials, league administrators, spectators and members of the board. This policy requires that a positive atmosphere exist before, during and after all GCKA sponsored and or sanctioned events both home and away.
POLICY
All GCKA coaches, players, team officials, league administrators, board members and parents are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and sportsmanlike manner at all times before, during and after all games and practices. Good conduct is expected to extend to officials, spectators as well as opposing players, coaches and parents. Abusive and obscene language, violent play, violent conduct, fighting, inciting, escalating and other behavior detrimental to individuals, the game and or the sport will not be tolerated. All individuals responsible for a team and all spectators shall support the referee/official at all times. If warranted a coach has recourse regarding an officials performance by noting the game card if applicable or filing a formal complaint through the governing league or through the commissioner of the sport. This policy is not meant to deter a coach/assistant coach from successfully directing their team or managing a game nor is the policy prohibiting spectators and parents from positively cheering and supporting good play. The Zero Tolerance Policy has been developed to insure that those attending or participating in GCKA sponsored sports can enjoy themselves in a positive manner.
The following is the Grove City Kids Association Zero Tolerance Policy:

Listed below are examples of infractions of unsportsmanlike conduct that would constitute a violation of the Zero Tolerance policy.
Players
A)
Openly disputes or argues with an official and or coach at any time.
B)
Uses abusive language or offensive gestures at any time.

C)
Acts of aggression and or violent play towards any player.
Coaches
A)
Openly disputes a decision by an official.

B)
Uses obscene language or acts in a boisterous manner at anyone at any time.

C)
Acts of aggression towards or incites officials, spectators and players.
D)
Openly disputes with a parent(s) at any time.
Officials
Officials are required to conduct themselves in a businesslike, sportsmanlike, impartial and constructive manner at all times. The actions of an official must be above reproach. An action such as verbal confrontation or inciting coaches, players and spectators is strictly prohibited.

Parents/Spectators 
A)
Openly disputes a decision by an official.
B)
Uses obscene language or acts in a boisterous manner at anyone at any time.
C)
Acts of aggression or incites officials, spectators and players.

D)
Openly disputes or argues with the coach at any time.

No one with the exception of the coach/assistant coach responding to officials initiating communication, making a substitution or reporting an injury is to address the officials or make comments on or about the officials call or non call while present at any GCKA game. It is appropriate for the coach/assistant coach to communicate with the official at half time or at the end of a game to seek clarity or an explanation of a ruling. This should be done in a polite and constructive manner. If a spectator and or parent are involved with baiting or inciting an official or coach during a game, they will be asked to leave the park immediately by the official, league commissioner or any board member in attendance. If the individual(s) refuse to leave the park local law enforcement will be called to escort them off the premise.
Conflict Resolution 
There may be situations where there are conflicts/infractions between coaches, players, parents, spectators and officials. The expectation is that as adults these issues should be resolved through effective listening and discussion of the facts with those involved. These discussions should be in the best interest of the children and conducted with high standards. The following complaint procedure should be followed.
Step 1-
The conflict/infraction at hand should be discussed with the parties involved and a resolution agreed upon as soon as possible. Conversation should be polite and respectful. If the incident involves a child the parents should be contacted immediately to discuss the infraction and resolution.

Step 2-
If no resolution is agreed upon after Step 1, the League Commissioner should be contacted within 48 hours of the infraction to assess the situation and recommend a resolution and or administer a penalty if warranted.
Step 3-
If no resolution is agreed upon after Step 2, the League Commissioner should contact the sports Liaison or Personnel Chairperson immediately to resolve the infraction and recommend and or administer a penalty if warranted.

Step 4-
Coaches, Players, Parents, Spectators and Officials have to right to appeal any decision to the GCKA Board of Directors by filing a written appeal with the Personnel Chairperson within 48 hours of being notified of the penalty. 
ANY PLAYER, COACH, PARENT, SPECTATOR OR OFFICIAL VIOLATING THIS POLICY WILL BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLANARY ACTION AS DETERMINED BY THE GCKA BOARD OF DIRECTORS. PENALTIES WILL BE DETERMINED AND ASSESSED BY SAID BOARD WHICH COULD INCLUDE VERBAL AND OR WRITTEN REPROMAND, SUSPENSION, FORFEITURE OF FEES, REMOVAL AND BANASHMENT FROM THE FACILITES AND OR SPORTS.

GCKA fully endorses and supports good sportsmanship and fair play and is interested in providing a healthy learning and supporting environment for all players, coaches, officials, parents and spectators. Participants of all ages should not be subjected to spectators that are negative or coaches that cannot maintain a positive environment before, during or after practice and games. It is important that we behave towards others with courtesy, respect and professionalism and instill sportsmanship to all who participate in GCKA sponsored sports.
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