Watchung Little League
Summer Baseball Programs: 2010
Q & A
Here are some answers to the questions we are getting asked most frequently about the 2010 Summer Programs.  Please make sure to read the attached Watchung Summer Baseball 2010 overview before reading these Q&A’s:

What age is my child considered for purposes of the summer program?

Birthdate	_	Summer Age Category
5/1/97 – 4/30/98		12u
5/1/98 – 4/30/99		11u
5/1/99 – 4/30/00		10u
5/1/00 – 4/30/01		9u
4/1/01 – 4/30/02		8u

A child in a given age category may not play “down” on a team in an age category below his/hers without special permission.  A child in a given age category may play “up” on a team in an age category above his/hers with parent and coach permission.

Why did the WLL select the two summer programs (Williamsport and New Providence Green League) that it did?

We think these two programs provide the ideal balance for participation by all WLL players in summer baseball.  The Williamsport Little League World Series® Tournament is the pinnacle of our Little League program and provides a great honor for our town’s best players to represent Watchung in the high-level national tournament.  The New Providence Green League is an excellent, highly-respected program run by well-intentioned individuals that was formed to provide an exciting summer baseball opportunity for less-skilled players who would not otherwise get the chance to play summer travel ball.   

May any child who wishes to play on our 11U Williamsport Little League World Series® team do so?

No.  Invitations to play on our 11U Williamsport team will be based on performance at try-outs and reports from your child’s coach.  Try-out schedules will be posted on the website.  More information about the Williamsport tournament can be found at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_League_World_Series



May any child who wishes to play on a New Providence Green League team do so?

Yes.  All players that wish to play on a Green League team may do so.  Note, however, that the NP Green League specifically requires rosters to be sponsored and certified as “B-level” by the WLL Board of Directors.  These rules are meant to promote an environment where players get exposure to positions they would not otherwise get on a team with higher-skilled players, with an emphasis on inclusion and development. Therefore, while the NP Green League is open to all players, the Board will ensure that the balance of each team is consistent with this “B-level” philosophy before certifying that team.  More information about the NP Green League can be found at: http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=npgl

Can my child play on more than one summer team (e.g. on the Williamsport team and a Green League team)?

Yes.  As noted above, a child in a given age category may play “up” on another team in a higher age category if agreed to by his/her parents and coaches.  In addition, players on our 11U Williamsport Tournament team may play on a New Providence Green League team, provided that their first priority is given to the World Series® team.  This means that 11U Williamsport players may attend any New Providence Green League game that does not conflict with their World Series® games and practices.  Specific questions should be directed to Chris Delfs.

Why is there only one Williamsport Tournament team this year?

Our Board believes that, for a town our size and the tournament schedule, it would not be sustainable to enter more than one Williamsport Tournament team this season.  

Why doesn’t the WLL pay the costs of the New Providence Green League (or other summer league) teams?

The NP Green League is not directly affiliated with the WLL and the dues paid by our WLL families during Spring registration cannot be used to fund it. In addition, our International Little League charter expressly prohibits us from providing funding for participation in any leagues other than (a) our own WLL program and (b) the Williamsport Tournament, which is also subsidized by Little League International and the District.  Thus, for NP Green teams, parents will be responsible for registration, uniform and umpire costs.  For Williamsport, those costs are borne entirely by Little League International, the District and the WLL.

How many total summer teams will there be and at what age levels?

We don’t yet know for certain.  We do know for certain that we will enter one Williamsport team at the 11U level and, based on interest expressed to date, we are very likely to have at least three New Providence Green League teams at the 10u, 11u and 12u levels, and possibly more.  Ideally, we would like for every child interested in playing to have a summer venue available to him or her.  Please try and get back to our summer coordinator, Chris Delfs, to express your interest, as this makes team entry so much easier for us.  (delfsc@mac.com).

What about summer travel baseball for the younger (Tee and Transition) kids?

There aren’t programs we’re aware of for Tee players, but we have had some experience with 8u travel leagues in the past.  If a group of 8u parents are interested and have enough players, we would certainly help them find a league.  We plan on holding sandlot games during the summer for the young kids, which have generated lots of interest in the past.

How many kids will be on a summer roster?  Will my child get enough playing time to make it worth the commitment during summer months?

We are still gauging interest, which is why we don’t know current roster size.  As stated above, we will make every effort to enter enough summer teams so that every child has the opportunity for a good experience.  For the Williamsport Tournament team, the emphasis is on winning, so playing time may be less balanced.  For the New Providence Green League teams, the emphasis is more on development and ensuring that the kids have fun and experience different positions.

I heard that in the past few years, the 10u Williamsport Tournament teams didn’t fare well; don’t our teams get overwhelmed by the bigger towns in the District?

Not necessarily.  Both our 2008 and 2009 12u teams came within just one run of advancing to the District finals/sectionals.  Our ’09 12u team began the tournament 4-2 and were featured on the back page of the Echoes-Sentinel in 6 straight editions.  In 1991, our 12u team won the entire District!

Who will be coaching the summer teams?

The Coaches of our 2009 11u Williamsport team are David Bean and Jeff Simon.  

Managers and coaches for our New Providence Green League teams have not yet been selected.  They will be recommended by our summer coordinator and selected by the Board when the total number of teams entered in that league is finalized.  Anyone interested in coaching is invited to contact Chris Delfs to express your interest.

Are there any other summer leagues besides the Williamsport Tournament and New Providence Green League?

Yes.  There are many other summer baseball leagues in the county and extended region, as well as numerous summer tournaments, and Watchung has entered teams in a number of different leagues and tournaments in the past.  If you are interested in finding out more about other leagues or tournaments, please contact Chris Delfs, who can provide you with more information.

Will there be insurance covering the summer teams?

Yes.  Our Little League insurance policy covers the Williamsport Tournament and we will assist in providing coverage for all New Providence Green League teams we sponsor.
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