Watchung Little League
Summer Baseball 2010

We are receiving many questions these days about the upcoming summer baseball season and would like to address them here.  Our Summer Baseball Program is one of the fastest growing and fun aspects of Watchung Baseball.  Thanks to the efforts of many of our coaches over the past several years, we have grown our summer baseball programs from 2 teams to 7, covering virtually every age group in Little League. 

Summer baseball offers our players more fun, an extended season to learn and play baseball with their friends, the opportunity to compete against teams from other towns and, in the case of the Williamsport Tournament, a chance to represent our little town in the official Little League World Series®.  

Here is a description of the teams in our summer program:

The Williamsport Little League World Series® Tournament

This is the famed summer international tournament that is covered every year by ESPN and includes teams representing each of the thousands of Little League programs across the country.  This year, for the first time, Watchung is enrolling an 11-year old (11U) team to compete against the top players from the other teams in our little league district.  (In 1991, Watchung won the entire district; and in each of the last two years, our 12-year old teams have finished just 1 run short of advancing to the district finals and a chance to compete against the best teams in all of New Jersey).  

The tournament is played at a high skill level with real baseball rules (e.g. 9 players in batting order; strict substitution policies), official scorekeepers and published standings, and games are played at some of the best baseball complexes in the area in front of huge crowds.  As a very special treat, Watchung has been selected for 2010 to host two days of Williamsport tournament games on our own Ost Field, including games featuring our own 11u team!

As part of our Little League International charter, all costs of the official Williamsport 11U team are covered by Little League International, the District and the WLL, including all entrance fees, uniforms, equipment and insurance.

The 11U team will play a minimum of 8 games beginning July 1, and 6 of the 8 teams in their division advance to the sectionals.


The New Providence Green League Program

This is a summer travel league with multiple age brackets that prides itself  on being "B"-level, which makes it ideal for Watchung participation.  “B” level means that the level of competition is not as high as some of the “A”-level programs in the area.  We have had 5 years of extremely positive participation in the NP Green League at the 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 year old levels, with lots of fun and success.

Teams in the NP Green League play upwards of 15 games from mid June through mid July.  Half the games are played on our fields and half involve travel to mostly local towns.  Players are eligible to play on both our 11U Williamsport LL World Series team and a New Providence team.  With that said, the NP Green League strongly encourages participating teams to be of a general (“B”) skill level and we do our best to honor that philosophy.

Because the NP Green League is not affiliated with the Watchung Little League, the cost of participation (uniforms, entry fee, insurance, umpires) will be borne by parents. 

Expressing Your Interest in Summer Baseball

We urge all parents interested in having their child participate in one of the summer programs to indicate interest to us as soon as possible. We would like to field as many teams as necessary, but we cannot enroll teams without having an accurate number to make those commitments.  

Thus, parents are asked to please either speak to or email our WLL summer coordinator, Chris Delfs (delfsc@mac.com).  Also, we remind you to keep abreast of the latest news regarding our summer programs on our website (www.watchunglittleleague.org). 

Please take a read of the attached Q&A document, which we hope will answer all of your questions about 2010 summer play.
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