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Wellesley kicks off plans for independent American Youth Football program 
Fundraising and organizational efforts underway as local boys launch efforts to branch from Needham Junior Football program and compete in the Baystate Youth Football Conference
Wellesley, MA (February 25, 2009) – Wellesley Youth Football (WYF) today announced its intention to launch a series of independent youth football teams that will compete in the Baystate Youth Football Conference, which is the local affiliate of the American Youth Football (AYF) program.

For the past several years, Wellesley boys between the ages of 7 and 14 interested in learning to play football have participated in the outstanding program run by Needham Junior Football, Inc. (NJF).  Given the high demand and participation by Wellesley residents, the Board of Directors of NJF has determined that an independent program for Wellesley can flourish, and has been instrumental in providing the infrastructure and support for a transitional period in 2009.  During the 2008 season, NJF formed Wellesley teams competing in the D and E divisions, and NJF will provide continuing leadership and oversight during the 2009 season as the Wellesley Youth Football program is launched as an independent entity.

“We have been so fortunate to have the support of John Sullivan, the NJF Board and the entire program they have built in Needham,” commented Jim Fadule, head coach of the Wellesley D team in 2008.  “So many boys and families from this town have benefited from the tireless efforts of the volunteers from the NJF program, and we are sincerely grateful and appreciative of all their efforts to help us establish independent teams of our own.”

Organizational efforts for the 2009 season and beyond are already underway.  While there is no shortage of work that needs to be done to insure a successful launch of the program, the initial focus is on funding the purchase of equipment and operations.  “All supporters are welcome,” said John Daniel of WYF.  “In the coming weeks and months we will be asking for support with fundraising, logistics, coaching and event volunteering – anyone interested in supporting or participating in the program will be warmly welcomed.”

Wellesley expects to field teams in the C (ages 9-11), D (ages 8-10) and E (ages 7-9) divisions for 2009, and will expand the program as demand for the older teams develops going forward.  The Baystate Youth Football Conference includes teams from the towns of Framingham, Natick, Needham, Norwood, Walpole and Weymouth.

Registration for the 2009 season begins in March, and more information about upcoming fundraising events and specific age/weight requirements will be available in the coming weeks.  WYF will be holding an Information Night on Thursday, March 12th at 7pm, in the St. Paul’s Church Parish Hall.  Further information will be available shortly on the WYF website at www.WellesleyYouthFootball.com. 


AMERICAN YOUTH FOOTBALL

(AYF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, and National Youth Partner of the National Football League. AYF provides support services, scholarships, grants, “Giving Back” programs and tournaments to over 500,000 youth members. Representing over 1,800 local associations with participants in over 2000 cities, AYF is the only youth football program with members in all 50 states and several countries worldwide. AYF is committed to Giving Back and since its inception in 1996, has successfully donated over $14 million dollars in grants and athletic product to communities that support youth football. AYF offers all-inclusive football and cheer divisions to every team and league, enabling every child a place and an opportunity to play. For further information contact the website www.americanyouthfootball.com.
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