Overview of Westwood Basketball Association, Inc.
Westwood Basketball Association, Inc. (“WBA”) is a non-profit corporation governed  by a Board of Directors and volunteer Members of the corporation.  WBA has developed several different  basketball programs to benefit any and all children presently entering grades 2 thru 12. 
It is the clear intention of WBA to provide all children with a solid foundation of skills, confidence and love for the game of basketball and joy of being part of a team. 
The programs offered by WBA are as follows:
In-Town Recreation:
The in-town program is open to every child registered regardless of skill level. This program is the foundation of the entire program in that, because children develop physically, socially and emotionally at different rates, a child has the opportunity to play and develop skills and confidence without the stress and pressure of travel programs. Teams are selected via draft with the intent of developing equal competition throughout all levels. 
All games are played on Saturday.  Each age group plays for 1 1/2 hr, which is composed of practice and a game.  The allocation of time between practice and the game is a function of the age group.
2nd graders play with 8 ft baskets and 3rd graders play with 9ft baskets.  2nd and 3rd graders' games are officiated by coaches.  4th thru 12th graders' games are officiated by WBA players from grades 7 – 12.

MetroWest Travel Teams: 
Westwood Basketball participates in the Metrowest travel league which is operated independent of Westwood Basketball.  Westwood Basketball fields teams, for grades 4 through 8 that participate in this program. Players are selected for these teams after tryouts held in the early fall. This is a competitive program designed for those children interested in a higher level of basketball competition. This program runs from December through March. Every team usually practices twice weekly for 90 minutes with games on Sundays. There is a $230.00 fee for participating in this program.  Uniforms are an  additional cost (approx $50.00) per player and will be ordered on “Uniform Day”,  the time and place to be determined by WBA each year.  Children who make travel teams in the 4th and 5th grade are expected to also play in the in-town program.     
It is important to know that usually 11 – 12 children per team are selected for this level. Please read the current WBA Tryout procedure.   With many children trying out, the selection process is very difficult.  WBA, independent evaluators and the coaching staff does the best job possible.  Bare in mind, everyone involved is a volunteer.
Westwood Youth Basketball

Tryout Procedure
 

1. Tryouts are open to Westwood residents and students at their respective grade level. Students in the METCO program are also eligible to tryout.  
2. Tryouts for all travel teams will be scheduled for early fall over a 1-2 week period and the schedule will be publicized by Westwood Basketball Association, Inc. (WBA) on the WBA  website, through the local news media and by school flyer as soon as practical.
3. Each boys/girls grade level will hold one (1) tryout.  A tryout may consist of one, two, or three sessions as determined by WBA, the head coaches of the grade and independent evaluators (defined below), depending on the grade level and number of children trying out. (Example: All boys trying out for the sixth grade travel teams will be evaluated together over two sessions.)  Attendance at all sessions is required to complete the tryout.  In case of an illness, please contact a WBA member before the tryout session and a separate tryout session will be made.  In the case of injury, please contact a WBA member before the tryout session.  An injured child must be registered and attend the tryout session(s).  Evaluators will consider the injured child’s previous performance and the best interest in the overall program in considering any placement of the child.  All tryout participants must register in advance on the WBA website and wear white t-shirts. No previous travel uniforms are allowed. Participants will receive a WBA numbered pinney for the tryout session(s).  
 4. Tryouts will be closed to parents and other spectators and parents should not be involved in the evaluation of their child(ren) in any way.  For all grades but fourth, three (3) independent evaluators, approved by the WBA Executive Committee, the 2 head coaches and an independent overseer of the WBA Board will conduct the tryouts.  The only other adults attending the session should be those necessary to assist with the process and have been requested to attend by the WBA overseer.   

 5.  For the fourth grade, there may up to five (5) independent evaluators as there will be no head coach in place at the time of the tryouts.  

6. The head coaches for each grade will be given final discretion over the format for skills and drills during the tryout. WBA suggests a combination of drills that utilize both right and left hand dribbling, right and left handed lay ups, foul shots, stop and pop jumpers, rebounding, defensive positioning and scrimmages (i.e., full court, small sided half court games etc.).  Each grade level may utilize more or less of these suggested drills to help determine the appropriate makeup of a team.  Fourth grade format will be determined by the fourth grade coordinators and/or independent evaluators.  

7.  A member of the Board of Directors of WBA and the independent overseer and the independent evaluators will tally the evaluation scores and rank the participants, maintaining the confidentiality of the rankings to be used in selecting the teams.  In the event of a tie in any rankings, the coaches input will considered. 

8. Independent Evaluators and overseers are coaches, in-town coordinators, WBA board members who have no child or other connection (i.e. close family relationship) to the grade being evaluated.      
 

TEAM SELECTION PROCEDURE
1. There will be a maximum of two (2) teams at each grade level for boys and girls i.e., a maximum of four (4) teams at each grade level, with the exception of the fourth grade.  It is possible that in the fourth grade there may be a maximum of three (3) teams for each boys and girls.  The decision to have three teams in the fourth grade shall be made each year and is at the discretion of the Board of Directors of WBA.
2. The number of players chosen for each team will be 12 for grades 4, 5 and 6.  11 or 12 may be selected for grades 7 and 8.  Any modifications to team sizes must be approved by the Board of Directors of WBA.  

3. For the fourth grade, the independent evaluators will select the players for the boys and girls travel teams.  The grade coordinator will assist in the organization of the tryouts.  Each evaluator shall have an equal vote and parents can not evaluate their own child.  Head coaches will then be interviewed and selected.  The head coaches will work together to establish the two or three balanced teams.  Assistant coaches will then be determined.

4.  For the fifth through eighth grades, A & B teams will be selected based on the tryout evaluation.  Based on the rankings, each grade level should select the top 11 or 12  players  evaluated for a designated “A” team based on evaluations and the next 11 or 12 players for a designated “B” team. 

5.  All teams are subject to approval by the WBA Board of Directors and may be adjusted by the Board of Directors, if necessary,  in the best interest of player(s) or the overall program. 
6. For grades 5 – 8th   A player selected for an “A” team will not be able to move down and play for the “B” unless a written request prior to tryouts was received from that player’s parent  by WBA Director.  

7. Once teams are selected and approved by the WBA Executive Committee, they will be posted on the WBA website.  

8. Any parties who have questions or concerns about the tryout or team selection process have the right to petition  the Board of Directors of WBA.  The WBA Board of Directors has sole discretion to make adjustments to any policies or procedures relating to any of the components of the Metrowest program that it deems is in the best interest of the player(s) or the overall program.  
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