Granby Rovers Minutes

March 5, 2009, 7:30 pm

Granby Pub & Grill

The February, 2009 minutes were accepted, with a change being noted regarding the new location of the spring scheduling meeting; Cromwell.

The registrar reported that there are 10 boys and 8 girls teams registered for the spring.  Cup rosters are due immediately to insure sufficient processing time.

Coaching Director Dave Emery is planning to hold a coaches meeting.  The intent is to assist Rovers coaches in many different areas of coaching.  Dave has made a request to the town facilities manager to reserve the high school gym on Saturday mornings for “Futsal.”

Girls director Laura Ray opened discussion regarding how to handle the high school spring teams when there are more players than there are teams.  Traci Tefft had surveyed surrounding towns regarding the specific issue of, “Do seniors get cut to make room for underclassmen?”  The survey results showed 7 yes, 5 no, 6 undecided.  There is no specific Rovers policy addressing this issue.  Traditionally, the boys spring teams have not included seniors (although some seniors have played up on the u-23 team) and the girls spring teams have included seniors (there is no older girls team for them to go to.)  At first glance, it appeared there would be only one girls high school level Rovers team and this created controversy over who would play.  However, John Lombardi presented two rosters, one for u-16 and one for u-18 with a combined total of 32 girls.   Even though this sounds like plenty of players, the reality is many players do not attend practices and games necessitating sharing of players.  Rovers decided not to set a policy about this issue but handle it on a case by case basis.
Referee coordination Pam Hansen feels confident with the number of referees for the spring, although there are very few adult refs.  If your child has recently become certified, please make sure Pam knows so that she can verify and call them for games.

Shawn Bendig, field maintenance director, will e mail the teams soon regarding practice field availability for the spring.  Field preparation will most likely be Sun. April 5, after noon.  Remember – you may not practice on the Rovers fields until Shawn notifies us that the town has approved it.
The spring scheduling meeting is April 7 in Cromwell at the Crowne Plaza hotel.  Girls begin at 6:00 and boys at 7:15.  Do not arrive more than 15 minutes early!  Steve Dowling will help Pam with field reservations at the meeting.  They may be located in a different room so find them.  April 18 is first weekend of play.  Please schedule your games away that first weekend because Salmon Brook Park may not be officially open.  Also, please be aware that Sunday, May 3 is a lacrosse jamboree so do not schedule any games until 2:00 pm that day.  The park will be closed on June 13 and until noon on June 14 for Granby Day (chamber of commerce) 

The spring developmental clinic will be held on the following dates:  May – 2,9,16,30 and June 6 – 5 Saturdays, from 9:00-10:30.UConn players will assist on two of these days .Gary Kulik will post in the Drummer and Traci Tefft will post in the Yankee Flyer.

Boys director Matt Wutka reported about MLS coaches. He needs to know what teams want to hire MLS this spring.  Each team will need to pay its own, the Rovers club will not subsidize this spring.  The cost is approx. $100 for 1.5 hours and the required sign up is 4 -8 weeks.

It was agreed to allow Team Sports to present new uniform ideas at a future meeting.  The new uniforms would only be considered for new teams.  Team sports will give a discount and free socks.

The Ray Reid summer soccer camp will be July 13-17 at Salmon Brook Park.

Annual elections for the board positions were voted.  Changes to the board include:  Linda Holden for treasurer, Mary Hunt for Girls Director, Terry Ziemnicki for registrar.  Welcome to old and new alike!

The next Rovers meeting will be April 2, 8:00 pm, Granby Pub.  Future meetings will be May 7 and June 4, same time, same place.

