Boylston Youth Soccer Association

Bylaws

Rules:

Current M.Y.S.A. rules shall be in effect except as specifically stated otherwise in these bylaws or as amended by the leagues in which Boylston Youth Soccer participates.

Youth Soccer Seasons

BYSA has two seasons: Fall (September through mid-November) and Spring (April through mid-June)

The Soccer Year

MYSA defines the soccer year as running from August 1st thru July 31st. The soccer year definition is used to determine age group eligibility.

Player Eligibility

Players are eligible for participation in Boylston Youth Soccer if they are under the age of 18 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year and meet one of the following criteria:

· They are a Boylston Town Resident.

· They are a a full time student in a Boyston school via school choice.

· They are a member of the Tahanto Middle, Junior Varsity or Varsity soccer teams.

Note: If a team roster cannot be satisfied from players meeting the above criteria, the Board, at its discretion, may accept players from surrounding towns to complete a team roster.

Player Grouping:

The league shall be subdivided into playing sections according to age. The specific age groupings are as follows:


Under 6 (Children who are at least 4 and under 6 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 7 (Children who are at least 6 and under 7 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 8 (Children who are at least 7 and under 8 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 10(Children who are at least 8 and under 10as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 12 (Children who are at least 10 and under 12 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 14 (Children who are at least 12 and under 14 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 16 (Children who are at least 14 and under 16 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 


Under 18 (Children who are at least 16 and under 18 as of August 1st  for the current soccer year) 

League Structure:

BYSA offers three categories of play.

1. League Play: This is play in a formal MYSA affiliated league. BYSA current participates in the Nashoba Valley Youth Soccer League(NVYSL). This level of play is offered to age groups U10 and up. Play is divided by gender and is both competitive and recreational. Management of scheduling and rules of play is governed by NVYSL. Team placement is determined by the BYSA board.

2. Inter-Town: Inter-Town play is play between Boylston and its surrounding towns. Play is co-ed, and is purely recreational. This level of play is offered to the U7 and U8 age groups. Management of team formation, scheduling and rules of play is done by the U7/U8 coordinators in the participating towns, with approval from their respective boards. 

3. Intra-Town: Intra-town play is play purely among Boylston players. This level of play is purely educational, co-ed and there are no fixed teams. The U6 coordinator will determine the scheduling and structure of the U6's weekly education sessions. 

Levels of play and roster limits:

The number of player on the field at one time, in addition to the maximum number of players on a given team is defined as follows each age group:

	Age Group
	Level of Play
	Roster Limit

	U6
	3 v 3
	None

	U7
	4v4
	8

	U8
	5v5
	9

	U10
	6v6
	11

	U12
	8v8
	15

	U14 and up
	11v11
	18


League Team Formation:

 As mentioned above, determination of how teams are formed and placed within a league is  determined by the Board. Factors used by the board to determine team make-up and level of play are the number of registrations, the age and skill level of the players. In certain cases tryouts may be utilized to determine the skill levels of players. 

Playing Up/Playing Down

A child generally will play in the age group where his/her birthday falls within the parameters of the age groupings set for by MYSA. Exceptions will be made at the discretion of the Board, and will be guided by the following principals:

Playing Up

· Playing in higher age group allows the player to play with his/her classmates.

· There is a need in the higher age group for additional players to satisfy roster requirements. (Tryouts would generally be used in these situations to select players to move up unless obvious candidates exist.)

· If in the opinion of the Age Group Coordinator and Coaches in the players Age Group, the player would not be allowed to develop their skills properly in their assigned age group.

· If in the opinion of the Age Group Coordinator and Coaches in the players Age Group, the players physical size is significantly different from the other players in the age group and playing that player in their assigned group would cause a safety issue for either the player himself/herself, or the other players in the age group.

Playing Down

· Playing in lower age group allows the player to play with his/her classmates.

· The player would not be allowed to develop their skills properly in their age group.

· The player is physical size is significantly different from the other players in the age group and playing that player in their assigned group would cause a safety issue for either the player.

· Note: For league teams, the ability to play down is governed by the league.

Exception requests may come from a parent, Age Group Coordinator or a coach, and must be formally presented to the Board. Playing Up and Playing Down request will only be considered if space is available in the age group the player wishes to move to. No player properly registered on time will be prevented from playing in order to accommodate a player playing up or down.

Registration Process

In order to participate in Boylston Youth Soccer, a player must be properly registered. Proper registration is defined as follows:

· A fully complete, signed registration form, with proper payment is postmarked on or before the registration deadline.

The Board, at its discretion, may accept registrations after the registration deadline. These registrations are termed late registrations and are restricted as follows:

· Late registrations may be subject to additional fees, those fees may vary depending on how long after the registration deadline a registration is submitted.

· Late registrations will be returned if roster space is not available for the player.

Registrations that are not properly submitted will be returned and considered never submitted. Returned registrations will be considered late if not properly re-submitted by the registration deadline.

Registration Fees

Registration fees are set by the Board before each soccer season. Fees cover field, referee, equipment, award and league expenses and are adjusted with increases or decreases in these expenses. 

Uniforms

Uniforms are purchased through BYSA. Uniform purchase information is on the registration form. Players in the U6-U8 age groups are expected to wear a BYSA t-shirt with appropriate shorts and socks of the players choosing. Players U10 and up are required to wear a BYSA uniform [shirt, shorts & socks]. 

Equipment

· Each player must wear a pair of cleats or sneakers.

· It is mandatory that each child wear protective shin guards. A child will not be allowed to play without shin guards. 

· Articles which constitute a danger to a player or to other players must be removed, i.e. jewelry, earrings, watches, barrettes, chains, belts, head covering with any visor or protrusions etc. Medic Alert bracelets or necklaces must be securely taped in place. 

· Players with casts or splints, even padded, or exposed unpadded metal on orthopedic braces cannot play. 

· Any player with glasses should wear straps to hold them in place or wear protective goggles.

· It is also highly recommended that players wear mouth guards.

Awards

The BYSA will provide seasonal participation awards for U6 through U10 players. Awards for players in the older age groups will be at the discretion of the Board.

Tournaments

Requests for BYSA to sponsor a tournament team will addressed on an individual basis by the Board.

Indoor Soccer

Requests for BYSA to sponsor an indoor soccer team will addressed on an individual basis by the Board.

Game Scheduling

Game Times
The Board of Directors will establish annually the playing times for each group and will provide this information to the Age Group Coordinators and any BYSA affiliated leagues.

Game Cancellations

Games may be canceled in one of 3 ways.

· The fields are declared unplayable and the fields are closed. In this case all games are canceled for all or part of a day. This will be posted on the BYSA (http://www.boylstonyouthsoccer.org/) and NVYSL (http://nvysl.eyenab.com/fields.php) Web Sites, and sent out via email from the Field Manager.
· The referee may elect to cancel a game if he/she feels the field is unsafe, even if the fields have not been generally closed.

· Mutual agreement of BOTH coaches. This should only be where it is unreasonable to play the game due to:

· the weather

· In some cases, the weather conditions may be acceptable for older players, but not for younger players. In these cases the fields would be open, but coaches of younger players may use their discretion to determine if they should play.

· A large number of players being unavailable due to some type of special event (i.e. First Communion). Again this is at the coaches’ discretion and should only be done with mutual agreement.

· Nashoba coaches MUST get approval from their age director at least 10 days prior to the regularly scheduled game time before agreeing to reschedule.

When a game is canceled, it is the HOME coaches’ responsibility to do the following.

· Make sure the referee(s) assigned to your game knows that the game has been canceled.

· Send an email to our Referee Coordinator

· Notify your Age Group Coordinator of the cancellation.

· Nashoba coaches, notify your Nashoba Division Director and our Nashoba Representative.

Make-Up Game scheduling.

1. For canceled games, it is the HOME coaches’ responsibility to reschedule the game.

· Work out a mutually agreeable time with the opposing coach.

· Notify the BYSA Referee Coordinator at least 1 WEEK before the rescheduled game to schedule a referee.

· Under NO circumstances should you schedule your own referees. Referees are paid, and it is the referee coordinator job to ensure that all referees have equal access to games.

· Notify the Field Manager if you will be playing at any time other than your normal practice time. 

· Do not assume that a field is free on a given night!

· Nashoba coaches, notify your Division Director and our Nashoba Representative.

Practice Scheduling

Practice Times
The Board of Directors will establish practice times prior to each season

Field Scheduling
Practice times will be allocated by the Field Manager who will attempt to balance coach’s requests against efficiently allocating the available field time. Each team will be allocated an initial practice night, starting with the older/more competitive teams, down to the younger/least competitive teams. Once the initial practice times have been established, teams will be given the opportunity to select additional practice times based on field availability. 

Field Maintenance 

· Make an effort the keep our fields in good condition.

· Move goal areas around to avoid excessive wear in front of the goals.

· Use the far end of fields, not just the near end.

· Walk the field, clean debris, fill in holes.

· Avoid practicing if the fields are wet.

· Absolutely no parking on the grass at any field.

2. Support field preparation day. 

3. Scar Hill Parking

· No parking in the cemetery.

· Park only on the field side of the street.

4. Obey the Hillside Gym Rules.
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