	
	Lightning Predictor System - Operation and Policy
The Thor Guard Lightning Predictor System is located on top of the Press box between football fields 9 and 10. The sensors will be cleaned and tested every 3 months by the Vendor.

Practice Policy: 

When a probability of lightning is detected, the Thor Guard unit horn will sound continuously for fifteen seconds. A large red light/siren, which is also located on the top of the Press box, will begin flashing when the horn sounds. At this time, all fields will be immediately cleared and every athlete needs to get inside an automobile. The red light will continue to flash as long as the unit anticipates potential threats of lightning. When a lightning threat is no longer detected, the horn will sound three short 5 second blasts and the red light will turn off. It is then safe to return to the fields and resume practice.
Should a member of the SSYFA Board feel that a potential threat is present, SSYFA has the authority to stop the practices even before the alarm is triggered and the policy of all athletes immediately moving to “inside a car” goes into effect. The Board member will manually trigger the Thor Guard unit and the athletes cannot return to the field of play until the horn sounds 3 short blasts and the red light shuts off. All County practices rules will still be enforced.

All coaches will be responsible for communicating to the parents at the beginning of the season that it is mandatory each child enters a vehicle when the Thor Guard detects a threat. If the parent is not at practice, they must provide the coach with a list of names of the parents and/or coaches their child is allowed to be in a vehicle with. No exceptions.
Games policy: 

As soon as the warning horn sounds and the red light goes on, all games will be immediately stopped. Players, officials and spectators must leave the fields and seek shelter in an automobile for the duration of the threat (Game Officials and Board members will be allowed in the Press box). Should the Head Official on either field 9 or 10 or a SSYFA Board member feel that a potential lightning threat is present, they HAVE the authority to stop the games even before the alarm is triggered and the policy will go into effect. Again, the Board member will manually trigger the alarm and nobody will be allowed to return to the playing field until the horn sounds 3 short blasts and the red light shuts off.


Since there is no way to determine how long the threat will last, the following rules will apply for all games stopped by the Thor Guard alarm:

POSTPONING GAMES
A. POSTPONING GAMES PRIOR TO THE FIRST GAME OF THE DAY 
a. IN THE EVENT 0F SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS, FIELD CONDITIONS, OR OTHER UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH MAY PRESENT A HEALTH OR SAFETY HAZARD TO THE PLAYERS, PRIOR TO GAMES STARTING FOR THE DAY.  A GAME MAY BE POSTPONED FOR TWO (2) HOURS FOR HAZARDOUS CIRCUMSTANCES. THE FCPRD, FCYFA LIASION, FCYFA COMMISSIONERS AND HEAD OFFICAL WILL MAKE THE MAKE THE DECISION. 
B. POSTPONING/SUSPENDING GAMES AFTER THE FIRST GAME OF THE DAY 
a. IN THE EVENT OF SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS AFTER GAMES HAVE STARTED FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES 
i. IF LIGHTNING IS SPOTTED OR DETECTED BY THOR GUARD, ALL FIELDS ARE CLEARED AND A 30-MINUTE DELAY WILL OCCUR. IF CONDITIONS ARE SAFE AFTER 30 MINUTES RESUME THE GAME

ii. IF AFTER 45 MINUTES OF WAITING AND THE THREAT OF LIGHTNING STILL EXISTS IN THE AREA, THE GAME BEING DELAYING WILL BE CANCELLED AND OFFICIALS WILL RECORD HOW IT ENDED AT THE TIME OF CANCELLATION TO INCLUDE SCORES, POSSESSION AND WHERE AND THE TIME LEFT IN THE GAME PRIOR TO THE DELAY.  IF THE WEATHER HAS IMPROVED AND THOR GUARD DETERMINED THE LIGHTNENING THREAT IS GONE AND PARKS AND RECREATION ALLOWS GAMES TO CONTINUE, THE NEXT GAME WILL BE PLAYED.

iii. FCPRD, FCYFA COMMISSIONERS, FCYFA LIASION AND THE HEAD OFFICIAL WILL DETERMINE TO POSTPONE/SUSPEND GAMES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE DAY.

b. ANY DETERMINATIONS OF A CANCELLED GAME BEING RESCHEDULED WILL BE MADE BY THE FCYFA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Just because the skies look relatively clear, a lightning strike can still occur. 

Thanks for your cooperation and helping put the safety of our youth first.
 




