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EAST HARTFORD LITTLE LEAGUE 
 

 

 

Presidents Message: 
  
Welcome everyone to a new year of East Hartford Little League baseball and 

softball.  Last season the league saw growth and success which has everyone 

excited about prospects for the upcoming 2010 season. 

 

Last season major league baseball saw its first growth in many years expanding 

from 5 to six teams, this year we expect further expansion to 7 or 8 teams.  Along 

with last year’s growth came the purchase of new uniforms for the major leagues.  

The new uniform allowed us to provide a contemporary look for our players and 

was physically smart as well allowing us to standardize on a single uniform shell 

for all players.  As a side benefit all major league players now get to keep their 

team tee shirt at the end of the season. 

 

Softball continued to expand and saw wonderful successes last year.  We saw 

growth at all levels of play, saw excellent competition and expanded the number of 

games we played against surrounding towns.  Also we must acknowledge our 11-

12 All Star team which won an unprecedented third District 7 All-Star 

Championship in three years.  To top this all off the girls now have a first class 

field to call their own with the conversion of McAuliffe Stadium for softball usage. 

 

Minor Leagues/Farm and T-ball are the foundation upon which our league in built.  

Those program all expanded in 2009 and we anticipate continue growth this year.  

We are working on programs to help coaches at those levels by providing them 

with training and drills to ensure our youngest players are learning the fundamental 

skills required in later years. 

 

A number of programs instituted last year will continue this season and even 

expand as we learn more about managing them.  Things like opening day 

ceremonies at Gorman Park, the banner contest at the Memorial Day parade and 

the Farm/T-ball jamboree were all exiting events that we will continue to develop 

in 2010. 

 

We continue our multi-year fundraising and field improvement project with the 

intention of repairing and modernizing baseball, softball and T-ball facilities that 

are deteriorating throughout the town.  Projects such as repairs and upgrades to the 

Gorman Concession Stand and replacement of the scoreboard at Gorman Stadium 

are the forefront.  The East Hartford Little League is a self-sufficient organization 

which receives no financial support from the Town of East Hartford; capital 

improvements to fields and facilities are entirely up to the league to finance and 

construct. 

 



For Up to the Minute Schedule Information See our Website at:  www.EHLL.org 

 

 

Presidents Message cont: 

 

The East Hartford Little League is completely organized by volunteers and we need your help. In order 

for our league to continue to be successful it is important to have the support of all parents/guardians for 

positions such as the Board of Directors, Managers, Coaches, Umpires, Team Parents, Concessions 

Workers, etc.  It is understandable that not everyone can commit three or four nights a week to 

volunteering but even one night of umpiring or helping in a concession is a major help. 

 

We are working hard to keep costs under control and limit player fee increases.  We’ve held registration 

costs at the same level as last year and will continue to keep cost control in the front of our minds. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all at the parks this spring. 

 

 

 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN/SPECTATOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
● Be positive in any criticism of the program and willing to present their opinions to officers of the 

league in a constructive manner. 

 

● Demonstrate that they recognize the effort expended by the volunteer personnel by refraining from 

unsportsmanlike conduct and “grandstand” managing or umpiring. 

 

● Recognizes that Little League players are children, not professionals, and need encouragement, not 

criticism. 

 

● Realizes that the umpire is the closest to the play and that each umpire call is as he/she sees them.  

The umpire assumes a difficult, but necessary role.  Umpires are often parent volunteers, refrain from 

arguing with them, their calls are final. 

 

● Applaud good plays, ignore errors.  Encourage a greater effort, initiative and hustle.  Congratulate the 

winners and encourage the losers. 

 

● NO Alcohol will be allowed at any East Hartford Little League Field for practice and/or games. 

 

● Clearly understand the tryout system and the method of player selection. 

 

● Parents/Guardians are responsible for returning the team uniforms at the completion of the East 

Hartford Little League season.  Parents/guardians will be billed $50.00 for unreturned uniforms, 

players will not be allowed to play the following season until the uniform is returned or paid for. 

 

Enjoy the game for what it is………if it isn’t fun……….it isn’t Little League! 



For Up to the Minute Schedule Information See our Website at:  www.EHLL.org 

 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 
 

● In order for our league to continue to be successful it is important to have the support of all parents.  

There are many parents who volunteer their time as members of the Board Of Directors, Committees, 

Managers, Coaches and Team Parents but we need additional help.  Please consider volunteering your 

time. 

 

● Each parent should join in the total effort of providing the Little League program.  The burden of 

operating the league should not fall on a few, as there is a place and job for everyone.  Parents who 

are not willing to accept some responsibility cannot in turn expect others to assume the burden. 

 

● If you are interested in becoming involved with the operation of your child’s sports league, please 

contact any member of the Board.  If you cannot commit the time to an ongoing position, please be 

supportive when you are asked to help volunteer in other ways.  All parents are expected to assist 

when needed including umpiring and assisting at practices.  At the Farm and Minor league levels each 

team will need at least two designated parents to umpire in addition to the coaches. 

 

 

TRYOUT/TEAM SELECTION INFORMATION 
 

All major, minor and farm players MUST attend the appropriate tryout date, see attached February/March 

Calendars or visit our online Master Schedule at www.EHLL.org.  Board Members, along with Managers 

and Coaches will be present on these dates to evaluate each player for team selections.  Please make sure 

your children bring his/her glove and wear’s sneakers, bats will be provided.  Once you have signed them 

in at the registration table, they will receive a tryout number, which we will pin to their shirt.  Once your 

child’s tryout is over, we ask that you leave the school immediately as we have many children to view and 

we do not want anyone injured during these tryouts. 

 

In both the baseball and softball programs, the Major League teams will select their players and then the 

Minor League teams will select from the remaining players.  Players must play for the team that selects 

them.  At the Minor and Major league levels we cannot guarantee player’s being on the same team with 

specific other players.  We will make every effort such that immediate family (brothers, sisters, etc.) in 

the same division will be on the same team but this is at the Board Members and Manager’s discretion 

and is not mandatory. 

 

If during the season your son/daughter is asked to move from a Minor League team to a Major League 

team, he/she must move up.  If he/she refuses to move up then he/she will be placed on a different minor 

league team per National Little League Regulations.  The system for selection of players to move up 

during the season will be at the discretion of the Board and administered by the Player Agent.  The Player 

Agent will design an equitable system for in season player selection that will be enforced for all teams.   

 

The above rules for player selections are dictated by the Little League Rules Committee and will not be 

altered by the Local League. 

 

You and your child will be notified of team assignments at the Parent/Player Night 

designated for their age group (see March Calendar). 

 



For Up to the Minute Schedule Information See our Website at:  www.EHLL.org 

TOWN CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 

At the end of the regular season tournaments will be held for Major/Minor League Baseball and 

Major/Minor League Softball to determine a town champion for each division.  Tournament formats will 

be selected by the Board of Directors with seedings based upon regular season records.  Winning teams 

will receive a trophy from the league.  It has also become popular for winning teams to purchase jackets 

in recognition of  the accomplishment.  Purchase of these jackets is outside of the leagues responsibility 

and is organized solely by the team manager, the league has allocated some funding to offset the cost of 

these jackets but the actual cost is often 3-4 times the amount of money the league contributes toward the 

purchase, this cost becomes the responsibility of the team’s parents. 

 

  

  
 

ALL STAR TOURNAMENTS 

There is the potential at the end of the season for players to tryout or be selected to play in a number of 

Little League all star tournaments, as well as other local events.  These include:  Baseball All Star 

Tournaments for 9/10 years olds, 10/11 year olds and 11/12 year olds; Softball All Star Tournaments for 

9/10 olds, 11/12 years olds and Junior/Senior division.   These teams are not part of the regular Little 

League season and extra fees are required to participate. 

 

 



For Up to the Minute Schedule Information See our Website at:  www.EHLL.org 

 

 

 

EAST HARTFORD LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

 

Baseball Divisions 
 

MAJOR League Baseball – For ages 10, 11, and 12 years old who demonstrate the necessary skill to 

participate at a competitive level.  All players in this league are eligible to pitch. 

 

MINOR League Baseball – For ages 8, 9, 10 and 11 years old who demonstrate the necessary skill to 

play at this level.  All players will be allowed to pitch.  8 year olds must have a minimum of one year 

playing experience in the Farm League. 

 

FARM League – For ages 6, 7 and 8 years old, six years old must have played one year of T-ball.  This 

league is the development league to introduce live player/coach pitching to the players.  All players in this 

league are eligible to pitch 

 

T-BALL League – For ages 5 and 6 years old.  Beginning developmental program to teach the 

fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and the rules of the game. 

 
 

 
  



For Up to the Minute Schedule Information See our Website at:  www.EHLL.org 

 

 

EAST HARTFORD LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

 

Softball Divisions 

 

MAJOR League Softball – For ages 10, 11, and 12 years old who demonstrate the necessary skill to 

participate at a competitive level.  All players in this league are eligible to pitch. 

 

MINOR League Softball – For ages 8, 9, 10, 11 years old to develop the necessary skills to play at the 

next level. 8 year olds must have a minimum of one year playing experience in the Farm League. 

 

FARM League – For ages 6, 7 and 8 years old.  This league is the development league to introduce live 

player/coach pitching to the players.  All players in this league are eligible to pitch.  6 year olds must have 

a minimum of one year playing experience in the T-Ball league. 

 

T-BALL League – For ages 5 and 6 years old.  Beginning developmental program to teach the 

fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and the rules of the game.   

 

Divisions for 13 to 18 year olds will depend on registration numbers. 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGERS DIVISION 

 

A baseball program for 5 to 21 year olds who are in school with special needs.  The program is tailored to 

each individual child’s ability.  Contact Jen Oatway for more information. 
 



For Up to the Minute Schedule Information See our Website at:  www.EHLL.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EHLL POLICY ACKNOWLEGEMENT 
 

 

By signing below I acknowledge that I have received and will read the East Hartford Little 

League 2010 Handbook.  I will pay special attention to the Parent/Guardian/Spectator section 

and the Volunteer Information section.  I acknowledge that the success of the East Hartford Little 

League program and level of my child’s enjoyment is as much my responsibility as anyone 

else’s.  If I have any questions or concerns I will immediately bring them to the attention of the 

appropriate Manager, Coach or EHLL Board of Director in a respectful manner. 

 

I/We, the parents/guardian of the above named child, hereby give my/our approval to display the 

child’s name and picture on any and all East Hartford Little League printed and electronic 

materials, including but not limited to web site, flyers, posters and news paper, radio or 

television. 

 

Child’s Name: _______________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________     

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________   DATE: ________________  

League Official: ______________________________________________    DATE: ________________ 

 


