Referee Uniform/Equipment Information

The following information is for the use of referees who work games in Easton and Redding, and is taken from USSF and CT Referee guidelines:
Uniform

1. Shorts – must be ALL BLACK – no white stripes or other markings (except USSF logo on new style shorts – see below).  Basketball length shorts are NOT acceptable.

2. Socks – black with three white stripes, or with USSF logo.

3. Shoes – must be mostly black.  Manufacturers’ logos, such as Addidas stripes, Nike “swoosh”, etc., are acceptable.

4. Shirts – Gold with black stripes (see below.)
NOTE:  The U.S. Soccer Federation (USSF) introduced a new look jersey in 2008.  The most obvious changes were that the new jerseys have fewer and wider stripes than the old standard, which had pinstripes.  There were other cosmetic changes as well.  For details, refer to the Uniform Guidelines section of the ctreferee.org website, under “Guidelines/Youth Competitions.”  The colors available remain the same.  The old style jerseys will remain acceptable for a few years.

The USSF standard jersey remains gold with black stripes, just in the new style.  Redding travel teams’ primary home jersey was gold, so previously the Club requested referees to wear the alternate black shirt with white stripes.  However, since the new Easton Redding United club merger, the teams have both white and black jerseys, but no more gold.  Therefore referees working Easton Redding games can now return to the USSF standard of gold shirt as the primary referee jersey.

If you are planning to continue as a referee, it is a good idea to have at least one alternate jersey.  In addition to the black with white stripes, there are also three other alternates:  red, blue, and green, all with black stripes.  Referees who work Cup games, District playoffs, State League (premier), and so forth, should have a full set or nearly so.  All the colors are available in short or long sleeve.  Serious refs have at least one of each color in both sleeve types; because the refs are supposed to all look the same.  For the newly certified, the suggestion is that you get the minimum, and add to your collection over time if you get serious (and earn some money to pay for them.)

Equipment

1. Whistle – with lanyard (most refs prefer the wrist lanyard, but some prefer the “necklace” type.)
2. Flag Set

3. Card Set
4. Center Referees will need a watch and a coin for pre-game coin flip.  

There are many places that carry USSF-approved referee gear.  The Soccer & Rugby Imports store on Route 7 sometimes has some stock.
Official Sports International (OSI): (www.officialsports.com) is where many referees shop.  OSI has what they call USSF Economy Starter kits, which include everything you need.

A good bargain is the $50.40 one, which includes flags.  The $60 version includes a duffel as well, but most kids have lots of carry bags floating around.  These prices do not include shipping.

The sets include a uniform (shirt, shorts, and socks), a whistle, card set and notepad, and a velcro patch to glue to the back of the badge that will be issued by the state referee program, which will then stick to the velcro disk that's on the chest of all the jerseys.

The "professional" jerseys are much nicer fabric, and have a couple of buttons and so forth, but the economy models are just fine until you see how serious you are about refereeing.
