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Soon we will here the umpire say “Play ball” and our 38th season will be 
underway.  This will be WESA’s largest season ever with over 250 members, 
18 teams, and 180 regular season games. On behalf of our League, I want 
to express my thanks to all the WESA members, veterans and rookies, for 
joining our League, helping it expand, and growing our sport in Vancouver’s 
LGBTQ community.  

WESA’s expansion in 2016 took one year of planning and effort.  The 
planning  began  in  March  of  2015  before  last  years’  player  draft  had  even  
happened.  We consulted with our coaches to help set the parameters of 
expansion.  We mentored a group of skilled D players and encouraged their 

migration to C division.  We asked for and listened to feedback at our fall AGM.  We created a 
membership survey designed to poll the membership on different options for growth. We 
gathered data and membership feedback from this survey that helped mold our growth strategy.  
We worked with the Vancouver Parks Board and the Downtown Eastside Softball League to gain 
more usage of the Strathcona south west diamond.  We recruited new sponsors.  We found new 
coaches to volunteer their time and effort.  Then we opened up our online registration system to 
our membership and both our divisions reached capacity in record time!  

Our  League’s  expansion has been quite  an accomplishment.   We’ve added two new teams and 
more games to our schedule.  Yet we’ve kept our League at one location on Sundays, we are still 
playing a 20 game season, and our game structure and length has not been modified.  We are 
adding more than 40 new members to D division, 18 new members to C division, 11 new 
sponsors and 6 new coaches.  

Now our planning for 2017 begins with a focus to field 6 teams in C division next season. 

On March 19th, our members will be drafted to their new teams and then the real fun begins. We 
are reunited with old friends, we make new friends, we make new memories and we become 
better with these experiences.  We all join for a simple, yet fundamental experience, and that is 
the sense of belonging.  Belonging to a team, belonging to a league. It is my hope that your 
membership experience with WESA provides you with this belonging.  Make it all that you can 
be.  Play with true sportsmanship on the field and pride in your heart.  

Together in Pride! 

Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Commissioner@WESA.net 
 
 
WESA’s full Rules of Play can be found online at WESA.net at the League tab, 
under Appendices.  Or you can ask your Coach who a Slo-Pitch National 
rulebook.  The Commission has made a few changes this year.  Our goal was 
threefold: 

1. Make it easier for the umpire to manage the game clock; 
2. Ensure consistency with calling the open inning, and hopefully ensure 

more open innings; and 
3. Reduce the opportunity for teams to run up the score. 

Here are the noteworthy changes for 2016: 
 No new inning may start after 70 minutes has elapsed; 
 The first inning after 60 minutes has elapsed shall be an open inning; 
 Members should play half games at a minimum, plus 5 full games over the 20 game 

season; 
 The scoring plate at home has been replaced with a scoring line; and 
 The Flip-Flop rule is active if there is no mercy run rule, the inning is open, and the visiting 

team is ahead by 10 or more runs. 

If you have any questions, please let me know!  Have fun and play safe on the fields! 
 

Eddie Abbey ~ WESA Rules & Regulations Commissioner 2016-2017 ~ 
RulesAndRegulations@WESA.net 
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WESA 2016 New and Returning Coaches for Season 38 

Sponsor Team Name Div. Coach Years Coached (No. of Years) 

1. Fountainhead Pub 
www.thefountainhead.com C Shawn 

Courtoreille 2006, 2011, 2015-2016 (4) 

2. Hamburger Mary’s C Jon Guolla 2001-2003, 2011-2016 (8) 
3. Celebrities Nightclub 

www.celebritiesnightclub.com C Sam Prasad 2016 

4. Junction 
www.junctionpub.com C Steve Whitty 2014-2016 (3) 

5. Vancouver Relocation 
www.vancouverrelocation.com C Heywood Wu 2012-2016 (5) 

6. Fountainhead Pub D Tim Beaulieu 2004-2016 (13) 
7. Stonehouse  Property Care  

Services 
www.stonehousepcs.com 

D Greg Carey 2016 

8. Score on Davie 
www.scoreondavie.com D Art Gullett 1989, 1992, 1994, 1996-2016 

(24) 
9. Vancity Lofts 

www.vancitylofts.com D Patrick King 2006-2016 (11) 

10. BP Chilliwack – NEW 
www.bostonpizza.com D Dean Mitchell 2016 

11. Attitude Promo 
www.scg.ca D Miguel Mondaca 2014-2016 (3) 

12. RHB Customs Brokers – NEW 
www.rhblogistics.com D Corey Pinder 2016 

13. Celebrities Nightclub D David Rohrer 2016 
14. Union Market – NEW 

www.unionmarket.ca D Lance Sandover 2015-2016 (2) 

15. Dahl & Connors Lawyers 
www.dahlconnors.com D Kip Smith 2016 

16. PumpJack 
www.pumpjackpub.com D Mike Steen 2013-2016 (4) 

17. Sotheby’s International Realty 
www.sothebysrealty.ca D Ryan Tripp 2009-2016 (8) 

18. Numbers 
www.numbers.ca D Robert Vosburg 2013-2016 (4) 

 

 
Wikipedia lists this definition 
for “Coach”:  In sports, a coach 
is a person involved in the 
direction, instruction and 
training of the operations of a 
sports team or of individual 
sportspeople. A coach may 
also be a teacher. 
This is very true and definitely 
applicable for all of our 
Coaches who are—indeed—a  
special  breed  of  people.   Our  
Coaches are dedicated, 
committed, responsible, 
passionate, and maybe a little 
bit Crazy…  okay maybe a lot?! 

WESA is pleased to announce 
our  2016  Coaches  for  the  C  
and D divisions, who dedicate 
so  much  personal  time  to  
leading and coordinating their 
teams along with their 
Assistant Coach(es), and 
friends and family in the 
shadows. 

From  Draft  Day  to  the  WESA  
Cup Playoffs, our coaches 
have  to  consider  a  lot  of  
parameters to organize their 
teams into cohesive team 
organisms. 

This can be a challenge 
sometimes when one takes 
into account the many 
different personalities on their 
teams, with diverse lives, 
interests, schedules, and 
habits, just to name a few.  
But our coaches do it, and our 
teams have a great time all 
summer long, on the field, and 
off. 

Check out Coaches’ photo grid 
above (top to bottom, left to 
right) which corresponds to 
the sponsors’ chart below: 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
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Our WESA Sponsors have been extremely supportive of our League over the past 37 years and this 
38th year that support continues!  
Thank you to all our 2016 Sponsors for your generosity—you have allowed us to develop and amazing 
league of 18 teams of 250 members, the largest we have ever been.  Below lists our 2016 new and 
returning sponsors and we have included the length of sponsorship to the best of our knowledge: 
 

DIAMOND SPONSORS (Field & Teams) 
1. Celebrities Nightclub – at least 10 years 

with the last four years sponsoring two 
teams 

3. Junction – 7 years 
4. PumpJack – 18 years with two teams 

being sponsored in 2013 
 

DOUBLE GOLD SPONSOR (Two Teams) 
5. Fountainhead Pub – 17 years of 

sponsorship with this season sponsoring 
two teams 

 

GOLD SPONSORS (Team) 
7. Attitude Promo – 2 years 
8. BP Chilliwack (NEW) 
9. Dahl & Connors Lawyers – 15 years 
10. Hamburger Mary’s – 2 years 
11. Numbers – 32 years (with two years 

sponsoring two teams in 2013-2014) 
12. RHB Customs Brokers (NEW) 

13. Score on Davie – 7 years 
14. Sotheby’s International Realty – 6 years 
15. Stonehouse Property Care Services – 

returning for 2nd year of sponsorship (the 
1st year was in 2010) 

16. Union Market (NEW) 
17. Vancity Lofts – 3 years 
18. Vancouver Relocation – 2nd year 
 

SILVER SPONSORS (League) 
19. Dignity Memorial | Ocean View Burial Park 

& Funeral Home (Returning Sponsor) 
20. Dish (NEW) 
21. FiiO (NEW) 
22. LOUD Scholarships 
23. Nando’s Flame Grilled Chicken (NEW) 
24. Princeton Pub & Grill, The 
25. reLISH Gourmet Burgers (NEW) 
26. Roundhouse Radio (NEW) 
27. XY (NEW) 

 
Sponsorship is not a given each season nor is sponsorship automatic.  This Commission—like past 
Commissions—have developed good, mutually beneficial, open and honest relationships with each and 
every sponsors.  

Together, WESA and our Sponsors have been successful.  We are a social league, we are loyal to our 
sponsor businesses, and we encourage that all year long. 

Please support all of our sponsors with your business throughout the season and all year long and 
specifically thank them for being part of the WESA family! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Commissioner@WESA.net 

Welcome to Our 2016 New & Returning Sponsors  

Special Thanks! 
 
I must take an opportunity 
to thank some special 
people who provided us 
with assistance in growing 
our League: 
 
 Randy Newburg of 
Fountainhead Pub 

 Colin Briggs of 
Attitude Promo 

 Robert Beaulne of 
RHB Customs Brokers 
and WESA member 

 Rick DeHart of 
Stonehouse Property 
Care Services 
and WESA member 

 David Bernadino of 
Union Market 

 Nicole Dodson of 
BP Chilliwack 

 Ben Dogan of 
reLiSH Gourmet Burgers 

 Michael Hadden of 
Dignity Memorial and 
Ocean View Burial Park & 
Funeral Home    

 Marc Arendt & Bobby 
Lim of Dish  

 Jennifer Mickey of XY 
 Donald Sutherland of 
FiiO  

 Barb Snelgrove of 
Roundhouse Radio 

 Sinead of Nando’s Flame 
Grilled Chicken  

These WESA Members 
helped provide the contacts 
or booked the meetings 
with businesses who 
eventually have joined our 
WESA Family of Sponsors: 
 
 Ryan Cheys - WESA 
member 

 Dan Griffin – WESA 
member and sponsor 

 Lance Sandover - 
WESA member and 
Special Events 
Commissioner 

 Michael Poulin of the 
English Bay Bowling 
League 

Darcy Simpson 
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2016 Rookie Camp – Mar.05/16 
A whopping 74 people came out to the 2016 
Rookie Camp at Strathcona Park CTR Diamond!  
38 keen & bright-eyed rookies took part in the 
skills drills; 21 Coaches & Commissioners were 
also there to help and observe, along with an 
additional 15 Members providing athletic 
support!  The forecast was for rain but luckily it 
held up dry for the duration of the Rookie Camp 
which was great.  Afterwards a bunch of us went 
to long-time sponsor…     (cont’d. on page 10) 
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Just a few things that we would like to update as your Members-at-Large and Equipment Managers! 

1.  We  have  looked  into  the  option  of  getting  magnetic  bases  installed  at  
Strathcona Park.  Some of you may be aware that WESA has magnetic bases 
installed at the diamond at Brockton Oval in Stanley Park.  We wanted to see if 
that was an option for WESA at Strathcona Park as well.  After a few discussions 
with the Vancouver Parks Board, unfortunately WESA is unable to benefit from 
that same option at Strathcona Park.  Due to the fact that a limited number of 
leagues play at Brockton Oval, WESA was able to install magnetic bases there 
because all leagues agreed to share costs for equipment and installation. 

At Strathcona Park, the drawback is that the park is widely used, with various different leagues playing at 
each of the diamonds throughout the softball season.  We would need all the leagues to agree to having 
that type of basing system at Strathcona Park, at all three diamonds.  As you may be aware, WESA is the 
only league that actually supplies the whole league with bases and other equipment and we have 
equipment bins at all the fields for this.  However, with other leagues, each team has to buy their own set 
of bases, cones, markers, etc. as it is more cost effective to do it this way.  Unfortunately for WESA, we 
will have to stick with the base system we currently have.  Thanks to Eddie for all the due diligence in this. 

2. Also, starting this season, we will have Catchers Masks available at all the fields.  Last year there were a 
few instances of potential injury at Home Plate, and we want to minimize any injuries always.  Catchers 
Masks will be available if you want to wear one but they are not mandatory. 

3. Lastly, as noted in Eddie’s article on page 1, the Safety Plate at Home Base has been replaced with the 
Scoring Line.  That means that we are returning to running behind Home Plate to score the Run (do not 
touch the Home Plate as that is for the Catcher). 

As your Members-at-Large, both of us are here to answer your questions about anything WESA—so please 
talk to us at the fields or email us anytime! 

Should you have questions, concerns, or comments about equipment and supplies, please 
email us at Equipment@WESA.net  anytime  too!   We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  all  of  
you! 

Sam Prasad ~ WESA Member-at-Large C Division 2016 ~ 
CMemberAtLarge@WESA.net 

 
Donny Steel ~ WESA Member-at-Large D Division 2016 ~ 

DMemberAtLarge@WESA.net 
 

 

2016 Equipment Update & Magnetic Bases?  
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This is the fourth year of our WESA Athlete Card 
Program*. Every member and sponsor will receive one of 
these cards (pictured to the left) to identify themselves as 
part of WESA. Several sponsor businesses have agreed to 
offer either a promotion or discount upon showing this 
Athlete Card in their place of business.  In essence, the 
purpose of this card is very much like a loyalty or rewards 
card that you may use for your consumer acquisitions.  
They provide a method for you as a member to identify 
yourself at a sponsor business, and they provide the 

sponsor an ability to see how many dollars are spent in their business. As you know, without our 
sponsors our league would not be nearly as successful as it is today.  

We encourage our members to keep this Athlete Card in their wallets and use it regularly as it will 
also be good in the off season!  It is a Win/Win situation for both members and sponsors, 
facilitating an enhanced relationship between WESA and our business partners.  We want to help our 
business partners be successful and this program will help our league grow and develop. 

Each sponsor has received a unique promotional offer sheet with what they have agreed to offer as a 
promotion or discount, so our business partners are aware that this Athlete Card is in circulation and 
they are expecting customers to show it. 

Here are the 2016 participating sponsors and benefits: 

1. Dahl  &  Connors  Lawyers – 10% 
DISCOUNT on legal fees [excluding 
disbursements & taxes] for a full Wills 
Package, consisting of a Will, Power of 
Attorney, and Representation Agreement 
[*please  advise  that  you  have  a  WESA 
Athletes Card when making the first 
appointment]. Offer ends December 31, 
2016; 10% DISCOUNT on legal fees 
[excluding disbursements & taxes] for  a  
regular Purchase, Sale or Re-finance of 
Property [*some exclusions apply; *and 
you must advise us of your WESA Athletes 
Card when requesting a fee quote].  Offer 
ends December 31, 2016; 

2. Dish – 10% DISCOUNT off all food with 
your WESA Athletes Card; 

3. Fountainhead Pub – 10% DISCOUNT on 
food; FREE NACHOS with order of a Team 
Pitcher; 

4. Junction – 15% DISCOUNT on food 
orders; 

5. Numbers – FREE ENTRY before 11pm 
with your WESA Athlete Card; 

6. Princeton Pub & Grill - Team Special: 
With every 5 daily special breakfasts 
ordered, the 6th daily special BREAKFAST 
IS FREE!  Teams of 12 will get TWO FREE 
DAILY SPECIAL BREAKFASTS with  10  
paid daily special breakfasts; 

7. ProStock Athletic Supply Ltd. – 10% 
DISCOUNT on personal items, excluding 
bats and balls; 

8. reLISH Gourmet Burgers (1708 Davie 
Street & 2290 Commercial Drive) - 15% 
DISCOUNT on food orders; 

9. Score on Davie – 10% DISCOUNT on 
food orders; 

10. Sotheby’s International Realty Canada 
- $500 to any WESA Member who refers a 
buyer or seller to Daniel Thompson (some 
conditions apply), $500 moving credit on 
closing; 

In addition, our website features an Athletes Card page and it details every promotion or discount that our 
sponsor business partners are offering us.  This page should be viewable on your mobile device as 
well.  If you are wondering where you can use your Athlete Card then please visit WESA.net for all 
the details.  

Visit the WESA sponsors  as  often  as  you  can,  show  your  
Athlete Card and personally thank our business partners for 
their generosity and support. 

*NO information about members will be collected, stored, 
or  shared with  the use of  this  Card.   The Card is  simply  a  
way for WESA Members to legitimately identify themselves 
for promotions or discounts being offered from participating 
Sponsors.  The WESA Athlete Card is non-transferrable nor 
assignable. 

Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 | Commissioner@WESA.net 
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As a new Coach, experienced player, and being on two winning teams in this Division in 
the past, I look forward to being able to teach people more skills, to play the best they 
can, but at the same time to enjoy the game and have fun with it and make new friends.  
I am excited about the upcoming season, coaching and ball again.  

Kip Smith ~ WESA Coach 2016 ~ D Division 
 

* * * 
So it’s the 38th WESA season, and it’s going to be a particularly interesting & 
exciting season I think this year – a huge number of rookies registered, a large 
chunk of experienced D players moving to C division and 5 new D division 
coaches – little ol’ me (the tiggerish Brit) in my 5th WESA season, being one of 
them! 
Being a ‘rookie’ coach brings back memories of being a ‘rookie’ player, who had 
never played softball before. In the UK, I’d only played the vaguely similar 

games of Cricket (you keep hold of the bat!) or Rounders (you swing the bat one-handed!) .... 
hmmm might explain why I can field well but my batting skills still needs some work! So a little 
unsure, lots to learn and new people to get to know – what all you rookies are probably feeling right 
now too. 

Don’t worry or stress – WESA is awesome! As all the experienced returning players know full well. 

Looking back on my four seasons, I’ve had the honour of playing/learning with some of the best 
coaches in the league – Darcy Simpson, Ryan Tripp and Lance Sandover – from each of them 
I’ve taken valuable lessons. I’ve had some phenomenal times every single season with awesome 
team-mates too. A whole lotta laughter and frankly some crazy funny shit, both on and off the field - 
team camping trips, the hilarious insanity of the WESA pageant (everyone should get involved in 
this at least one year – supporting or performing) and spectacular plays on the field... and I include 
the lovely Ashley Letts AKA ‘Smashley’ breaking my nose last year – Pizza Fabrika won that crucial 
game ‘cos of my broken nose/our collision, so all worth it! 

Key advice for players – communicate constructively with whoever is your coach, get involved with 
the WESA pageant in some capacity, relax & enjoy yourself (... just not too much the night before a 
game!).  In summary, what I hope to bring to the players who I select for my team (Boston Pizza - 
BP Chilliwack) on the Saturday 19th March draft – new 
friendships, new skills and a whole lotta laughter & fun.  

Dean Mitchell ~ WESA Coach 2016 ~ D Division 
 

* * * 
Looks to be another exciting season for 
WESA.  I am pleased to have accepted a 
coaching position with the expansion of D 
division.  I have been privileged to have 
been mentored by some great coaches in 
the past nine years and hope to take a lot 
of the skill and knowledge acquired to 
form a fun and competitive team. 

We  are  here  to  play  ball  and  make  friends  so  let's  
practice, fine tune some skills and hoist a few brews along 
the way.  Looking forward to welcoming you all to Team 
Stonehouse on Saturday at the WESA Draft Party! 

Greg Carey ~ WESA Coach 2016 ~ D Division 
 
 
 

Words From Some Of Our New Coaches  
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It’s finally here!  Draft Day - my favourite gay softball related 
day  of  the  year!   The  Draft  Party  is  when  all  of  you  are  
downstairs meeting up with friends, old and new, and all the 
coaches are upstairs duking it out over who gets to draft 
you.  Maybe this will be your first Draft Day Party, maybe 
you’ve been to many.  Either way, I bet you’ll be 
wondering…  “What are those coaches DOING up there?” 

The Draft is admittedly SHROUDED in mystery.  It’s like when 
all those popes send up black smoke, white smoke - WTF does 
that even mean?  It’s pretty much that, but picture all those 
popes sitting on bar stools around a pool table drinking gin & 
tonics.  Oh, and Beyoncé’s new video is playing on a muted 
monitor behind them.  It’s more like that. 

What actually happens is this…  Your WESA coaches meet up 
at the draft location hours before the doors open to get the 
draft done in time.  It takes a while!  Because each team has 

14 members, it means there are 14 rounds that each coach, in turn, uses to pick their players.  The 
order of selection is randomly assigned, and whoever picks first in the first round, picks last in the 
next round - to make sure it’s as fair as possible. 

Many of you joined as buddies.  Isn’t it awesome we’re able to do that?  It makes it a little 
challenging for the coaches though, because a coach gives up two round picks when he or she drafts 
the two of 
you.  Before the draft 
begins, the coaches 
pre-agree on how 
many round picks 
should separate 
buddies when they 
are drafted.  This 
makes it much easier 
once the picking 
actually begins. 

There  is  so  much  
strategy and intrigue involved in the draft!  Each coach envisions a slightly different kind of team, 
but every team needs key positions fielded - it would be silly to draft 14 second basemen, for 
instance.  It’s always a lot of fun to see how each coach goes about their selections. 

While coaches keep their cards close, so to speak, and do whatever they can to draft the players 
they want, I’m always impressed with how fair the coaches are about drafting new members and the 
240-something of us who are not MVP’s.  While the draft is pretty much as dramatic as an episode of 
Dynasty, at the end of the day it’s all about getting us all out on the field for a great Summer. 

It’s normal for us to all wonder - 
“what  round  did  I  get  drafted??”   I  
see lots of people pestering their 
coaches for that information.  But I 
just don’t think that’s the attitude 
we should have - and I certainly 
don’t think it matters at all!  It’s 
always surprising how some of the 
league’s key players get forgotten 
until later in the draft.  What round 
a player gets drafted is not 
reflective of their skill level, their 

personality or how pretty their face is.  Just.  Doesn’t.  Matter. 

So I say - enjoy the party and just wait for the surprise to be announced.  Now that you have a little 
bit of an idea how much work your new coach went through to draft you, go say thank you.  And 
then - go play ball! 

Bill Ignacio ~ WESA Membership Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Membership@WESA.net 

What Happens During Draft Day?! 
 

Double Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Silver Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Silver Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Draft Day – Saturday, March 21, 2015 

Draft Day – Saturday, March 21, 2015 
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WESA 2016 Financials (Budget revised and approved by 2016 Commission on March 08, 2016) 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
Gio Branco ~ WESA Treasurer 2016-2017 | 

Treasurer@WESA.net 

Final as of: March 08, 2016 2016 Budget 2016 Actual 
(18 teams) (18 teams) 

REVENUE  
  Membership  34,720.00 34,160.00 
  Sponsorship 21,300.00 17,800.00 
  Pac Cup sponsorship - - 
  Pac Cup revenues 3,600.00 - 
  Miscellaneous  400.00  - 
  NAGAAA Offset revenue - - 
  Spare fees - - 
  WESA Pageant 9,000.00  - 
  WESA T-shirt sales -  - 
    Total revenues $69,020.00  51,960.00 

 

EXPENSES  
  Administration   
     Athlete Cards - - 
     Banking fees 100.00 - 
     Director liability insurance 900.00  883.00 
     Mailbox 300.00  248.64 
     Meetings 500.00  - 
     NAGAAA Meeting expenses 2,700.00  1,307.23 
     NAGAAA Membership dues 350.00  250.00 
     NAGAAA Offset expenses - - 
     Team sponsor expenses 650.00  - 
     Website/Software 1,250.00  - 
       Total administration 6,750.00  2,688.87 

 

  Operations  
     Equipment and supplies 4,000.00 - 
     Field permits 5,000.00 4,325.71 
     Insurance 1,710.00 1,620.00 
     Publishing 1,000.00 14.01 
     Storage locker 1,100.00 - 
     Umpires 8,816.00 - 
     Uniforms 13,950.00 - 
       Total operations 35,576.00 5,959.72 

 

  Special events   
     Awards 2,500.00 101.87 
     Banquet 8,320.00 - 
     Charity donations 7,000.00 - 
     Draft party 200.00 - 
     Feedback Session - - 
     Pac Cup expenses 4,600.00 - 
     Pride  800.00 - 
     Registration parties 75.00 - 
     WESA Pageant   2,000.00 - 
       Total special events 25,495.00 101.87 

   

    Total expenses 67,821.00 8,750.46 
  

 

Surplus/Deficit Current Year $1,199.00  $43,209.54 
 

Notes to Budget:  
Awards Awards, medals, honours, etc.; renamed to reflect elimination 

of Operational Awards. 
Athlete cards WESA membership discount cards. Surplus in stock. 

Banking fees 

Cheque printing, returned item fees, foreign exchange 
differences, PayPal and other service fees. The Vancity 
account has no fees for basic banking services, returned 
cheque fees are recovered from members. 

Banquet Estimate $40 per member @ 208 attendees to reflect growing 
league. 

Charity donations To be determined at WESA year end. 
Director liability 

insurance $900 premium estimate; Renewal was $883. 

Mailbox Mailbox rental to ensure all mail is centralized and separate 
address is available for league. 

Draft party Draft party supplies. 
Equipment and supplies All equipment and supplies required to operate the league 

Feedback Session New initiative to gather feedback on increasing membership. 

Field permits 
Reflect costs and field bookings during regular season & 
playoffs. This should give us 227 games based on 2015 
prices. 

Insurance $90 per team (incl. extra team for our non-WESA spares) 

Meetings We will hold a minimum of 2 open meetings that will incur 
costs: Coaches Conference, and Annual General Meeting. 

Membership  18 teams @ 14 players each = 250 players in 2016; 
224 in 2015; 218 in 2014; 223 in 2013 

Miscellaneous  Interest earned, recovered banking fees, banquet ticket sales, 
other miscellaneous revenue. 

NAGAAA 
Meeting expenses 

Travel expenses as required per membership, further 
destination. 

NAGAAA membership Annual membership dues 

NAGAAA Offset 
expenses 

These are the chargeable expenses that WESA must issue 
cheques for - GSWS team entry fee of $600 and team hotel 
room deposit of $300. Cheques will be issued to NAGAAA 
upon receipt of funds from the four GSWS WESA teams. The 
hotel room deposit will be refunded to WESA at which point 
refund cheques will be made to the GSWS WESA teams. The 
NAGAAA Offset expenses will be offset by the NAGAAA 
Offset revenues per above. 

NAGAAA Offset 
revenue 

Funds received from WESA GSWS teams for entry fees and 
hotel room deposits, and funds received from NAGAAA for 
rebates of hotel room deposits 

Pac Cup expenses Incl. field bookings, equipment, promotions, awards, etc. 
Pac Cup revenues Team registration fees - estimate 12 teams at $300 each. 

Pac Cup sponsorship Sponsorship dollars dedicated specifically to Pac Cup – The 
$2,000 is built-in from our two Diamond sponsors. 

Pride Expenses for the Pride parade entry 

Publishing 
Intent of using updated website functionalities in lieu of 
historic publishing mediums. But Manager's books will be 
published still. 

Registration party WESA membership prize 

Spare fees Funds received from non-member WESA players during the 
regular season 

Storage Locker 
Received Rental Rate Increase Notice but our renewal is only 
in May 2016 for $1100.  We pay for 11 months and get one 
month free. 

Team sponsor Exp. Team sponsor photos 

Sponsorship - Teams Forecast 14 Gold team sponsors each sponsor paying 
$1,000. 

Sponsorship - League Forecast 3 Silver sponsors each paying $300, 2 Diamond 
sponsors each paying $3,200. 

Umpires Reflect costs of umpires during regular season & playoffs. An 
additional 15 games added for 2016. 

Uniforms Estimate 18 teams and price of $774/team. 

Website/software 

Includes WESA.net domain fees, network hosting, & software 
expenses. We may need to invest in a more sophisticated 
platform (for scheduling, website enhancements, privacy & 
security software, etc.) 

WESA Pageant 
Revenues 

Estimate $9,000 based on 2013 & 2014 averages and 450 
people at $20 per ticket. 

WESA Pageant 
Expenses 

DJ, rentals, Dancers, DVD editing/filming, ticket costs; 
additional media costs from prior year. 

WESA T-Shirt Kept as a line item but eliminated this year. 
 

Report from our Treasurer 
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2016 Rookie Camp – Mar.05/16 
…Fountainhead for food and drinks!  For reference 
67 people came out for the Rookie Camp in 2015; 
39  in  2014;  and  43  in  2013.   So  big  turnout  this  
year!  See more pictures for the Rookie Scrimmage. 
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For some of our newer members the 
whole WESA experience is a lot to 
take  in.   Many  of  us  are  old  friends  
with inside jokes that go back more 
years  than  we  care  to  admit.   But  
with the easy camaraderie we see on 
the field, getting together at 
sponsors for Social Sundays and 
taking part in the messy, glittery 
mayhem that is the WESA Pageant, 
it doesn’t take long before new 
members are part of this forever 
family.  One of the most exciting and 
memorable experiences you can 
have with this league is being on a 
team selected to compete in the 

North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance’s (NAGAAA) Gay Softball World Series (GSWS) 
at the end of each season. 

Even this early, rivalries are already shaping up on the diamond.  The neat thing about WESA 
is that we are one of a small number of cities (I think only about three city leagues out of 43 
member cities) in NAGAAA’s membership that puts our teams together in a draft.  This “levels 
the playing field” each season, as the teams get shaken up and we all have an equal shot at 
winning.  Which means it rarely the same teams that get to go to the GSWS each year. 

Because we have to select teams pretty early to prepare for the trip, the league ranks all 
teams  after  they  have  played  10  games.   WESA is allowed to send two teams from our D 
division, and two from our C Division.  The top two teams in each division are offered the spot, 
if they opt not to go, it is offered to the next team in line.  Then of course the season 
continues—just because your team gets to go to the 
GSWS does not mean you are going to win the league! 

WESA does not pay for our teams to register in or 
travel to GSWS.  The reasoning behind that is we don’t 
want your league registration fees to go toward an 
experience that only a portion of the league can benefit 
from during the season.  We have been impressed with 
what teams have been able to do with fundraising, 
including combined events at sponsor bars, t-shirt 
sales,  and  50/50  draws.   If  you  are  lucky  enough   
(ahem, I mean skilled enough of course!) to be given 
the chance to represent Vancouver at GSWS, I strongly 
suggest you try to go! 

There are hundreds of teams from around North 
America, all there to play ball, make friends and have a 
good time.  The cities that host the event really go all 
out with parties, events and entertainment that lasts a 
whole week.  At least once, it’s my hope that everyone 
in our league has the chance to go. 

This year’s GSWS is from August 15th to 20th in 
Austin, Texas.  Maybe take some steps now to 
tentatively have that time off—who knows?  You could 
be there with the softball boys and girls of Summer! It’s 
actually the 40th anniversary of the GSWS... I wonder 
how they’re going to blow it up? 

 

Bill Ignacio 
~ WESA Membership 

Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ 
Membership@WESA.net 

 

GSWS!  What Is It?  And What Does It Mean For Me? 

 
Now Open! 

Get 10% off all food with 
your WESA Athlete’s Card! 

 
 

Dish 
1068 Davie St., Vancouver 

DishVancouver.com 

GSWS 2015 in Austin, TX – August 17, 2015 

 
Double Gold Sponsor 

 
 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 
 

Diamond Sponsor 
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Double Gold Sponsor 
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WESA’s The Dusty Bag 

 © 2016 
 
 

 Editor:  Justin Q. Mui 
 Masthead & Headers:  
 Contributors: Darcy Simpson, Bill 

Ignacio, Eddie Abbey, Kip Smith, 
Dean Mitchell, & Greg Carey 

 Photos unless noted: Justin Q. Mui 
 If you have an announcement, are 

interested in writing an article, 
contributing photographs, have 
feedback for WESA, etc., this is the 
forum for it! 

 Opinions expressed in by-lined 
articles or columns are those of 
authors only and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the current 
WESA Commission. 

 
WESA 2016 COMMISSION 

 
Darcy Simpson 

League Commissioner 2015-2016 
Commissioner@WESA.net 

 
David Rohrer 

Vice Commissioner 2016-2017 
ViceCommissioner@WESA.net 

 
Eddie Abbey 

Rules & Regulations  
Commissioner 2016-2017 

RulesAndRegulations@WESA.net 
 

Bill Ignacio 
Membership Commissioner 

2015-2016 
Membership@WESA.net 

 
Scott Allen 

Technology Commissioner 2015-2016 
Technology@WESA.net 

 
Lance Sandover 

Special Events Commissioner 2015 
SpecialEvents@WESA.net 

 
Gio Branco 

Treasurer 2016-2017 
Treasurer@WESA.net 

 
Justin Mui 

Secretary/Communications 2016 
Secretary@WESA.net 

 
Sam Prasad 

Member-at-Large – C Division 2016 
CMemberAtLarge@WESA.net 

 
Donny Steel 

Member-at-Large – D Division 2016 
DMemberAtLarge@WESA.net 

 
Commission: Commission@WESA.net 

General Contact: Info@WESA.net 
Website: WESA.net 

 
Newsletter Submissions: 

Communications@WESA.net 
 
 

 
 

2016 Rookie Scrimmage Game – Saturday, March 12, 2016 
26 Rookies, Coaches, Commissioners, & returning members came out and had 
a great time, learned lots, and asked a lot of great questions.  It looked like 
everyone had FUN!  The forecast was for rain too but the sun came out again 
for our game (like for last week’s rookie camp too). 


