In this issue:
League Commissioner’s
End of Season Message.......... p.1
2015 Awards Banquet
League Award Results ........... P.2
Lifetime Membership Award
Presentation to Phil Moon ..... p.3
Lifetime Membership Awards
Presentations to Vince Marino
& Steve Bauer ........................ p.4
Member-at-Large D Division
Goodbye ................................. p.5
Rookie of the Year D Division
Hilarious Speech .................... p.6
Final 2015 Financials ............. p.9

WESA 2015 Sponsors
Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

League Commissioner’s End of Season Message
Hello WESA! The 2015 Season and event calendar has come to an end.
Our 37th Season was one of our biggest and busiest. It is my hope that
all members had a good positive experience. Soon, WESA will ask the
membership to complete a questionnaire survey. The data collected from
this will greatly aid planning for Season 38 in 2016.
A major success and highlight of 2015 was the addition of nearly 20
members to C Division, most of who migrated from the D Division.
Historically this has always been difficult to achieve despite many past
attempts. The end result was a re-energized and growing C Division, and
space created in D Division to allow more members to join our amazing
league. I am pleased to predict after talking with numerous D players that this migration will
continue in 2016.
In the long run this should create a balance in our league with two healthy vibrant divisions of
play. Skilled and confident players will get more opportunities to develop in C Division, and
less skilled newer members will have more playing opportunity in D.
A big hearted thank you goes out to all the members of
WESA and our business sponsors. Together through
the sport of softball, we have created a successful
league and a positive environment for LGBTQ sports.
During the off season, please continue to support our
WESA sponsors and show your WESA Athlete Card.
In 2015 WESA hosted a very successful WESA
Pageant.
Thank you to all the members who
contributed their talents on stage.
The largest
proceeds on record were raised, $10,000! All of the
monies will be donated to charity. Our pageant has
created quite a legacy, and is a social highlight of the
summer in Vancouver.
Enjoy the winter, search for new softball equipment,
plan your WESA Pageant number, complete our survey, and together we will reassemble in
2016!
Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Commissioner@WESA.net
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WESA 2015 League Awards @ Awards Celebration Banquet (Sep.12/15)

2015 League Awards
Pennant Winners & GOLD Medallists:
SILVER Medallists:
BRONZE Medallists:
Best Defensive Player:
Best Offensive Player:
League MVP:
Rookie of the Year:

WESA Cup GOLD CHAMPION Medallists:
WESA Cup SILVER Medallists:
WESA Cup BRONZE Medallists:
WESA Cup MVP:
“Rick Berg” Sportsperson of the Year:

C Division
Celebrities Nightclub C
Vancouver Relocation
Dahl & Connors Lawyers
John Ruffo (Celebrities C)
Mike Cowan (Dahl & Connors)
John Ruffo (Celebrities C)
Malcolm McLeod (Van. Reloc.)
Coaches’ Star:
1. D’Arcy Henneberry
(Celebrities Nightclub C)
2. John Lauder
(Vancouver Relocation)
3. Casey Smith
(Dahl & Connors Lawyers)
4. Greg Shepherd
(Hamburger Mary’s)
5. Adrian Pape
(Junction)

Colin Bell (Score on Davie)
Steev Letts (Numbers)
Steev Letts (Numbers)
Ashley Letts (Numbers)
Most Improved Player:
1. Sven Tsvetkov (Attitude Promo)
2. Justin Mui (barrette)
3. Kyle Boivin (Celebrities Nightclub D)
4. Nate Allison (Fountainhead Pub)
5. Daryl Roche (Numbers)
6. Deborah Stokes (Pacific Spirit Massage)
7. Devon Lachance (Pizza Fabrika)
8. Tommy Jaw (PumpJack)
9. Jean Saayman (Score on Davie)
10. Patrick Levesque (Sotheby’s Int’l. Realty)
11. Ar’ash Tavakolie (Vancity Lofts)

Celebrities Nightclub C
Vancouver Relocation
Junction

Score on Davie
Vancity Lofts
Fountainhead Pub

Steve Whitty
(Celebrities Nightclub C)

Rick DeHart (Score on Davie)

Conor Topley
(Vancouver Relocation)

“Ethel” Sportsperson of the Year:
WESA Teams To NAGAAA Gay Softball
World Series 2015 in Columbus, OH:

D Division
Score on Davie
Fountainhead Pub
Attitude Promo

Justin Mui (barrette)
Celebrities Nightclub
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Lifetime Membership Award @ Awards Celebration 2015
Diamond Sponsor

Editor’s Note: Here is the speech presented by former coach, League Commissioner
(1980, 1981, 1995, 1997, 2000), Vice Commissioner (1999), Past League
Commissioner (1982), Secretary (1985, 1987, 1994), and WESA Lifetime Member
(2007), Daryl Quick, and the very emotional and touching acceptance by our longest
supporting sponsor Mr. Phil Moon.

Silver Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

“W.E.S.A. has in past times bestowed the honour of Life-Time Member upon two of
our early-day, pioneering sponsors, Gary Penny and the late Terry Wallace. To this
day, I am forever grateful for their dedication to our fledgling league, for without their
support at the time, one may question whether or not W.E.S.A. would have survived the turbulent times we
were to face in the mid 1980’s and beyond.
This year’s recipient donated a team trophy to the ‘Vancouver All-Stars’ in
1980 prior to W.E.S.A.’s first tournament team travelling to Sacramento
California to play in what would be W.E.S.A.’s first official ‘road trip’.
In 1986, this individual WESA supporter took
on a team sponsorship and has been renewing
his faith in W.E.S.A. for the past 29
consecutive years.

Gold Sponsor

Photo: TS MacNeil

During our turbulent times in the mid 1980’s
and into the 90’s, this sponsor also sponsored two more league teams for the
period of time he owned those two businesses, those being Spats and Rock’s
Café.

Gold Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

When W.E.S.A. returned to bi-divisional play in 2012, there were many takers for
league team sponsorships, this sponsor was approached in 2013 to solicit a ‘D’
Photo: TS MacNeil

division team sponsorship, to which he agreed, and has remained committed to a Double
Gold Sponsorship. His sponsorship of 4 teams over 29 years, has sent some 375 players
and 18 Coaches/Managers don the uniform colours of this sponsor.
“We remember those players, coaches/managers who are no longer with us.”

Gold Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

The recipient of this award has not only sponsored W.E.S.A. league teams for the
longest consecutive period of time, he has built or opened or operated five other social
outlets which in and of themselves have added to the social fabric of our ‘community’. One of these
establishments built by this recipient, and with different ownership, has also become a long standing
W.E.S.A. team sponsor. (Fountainhead Pub)
This
individual’s
long history
of
offering
his
establishments for numerous W.E.S.A. team and
league events, as well as many fund-raising events,
pageants, and shows, for the benefit of our entire
“LGBT Community”, has always preferred to avoid the
‘spotlight’ of recognition, preferring to remain in his
comfort zone of tending to the responsible operation of
his primary businesses.
Beginning in 1978 and throughout our 37 hear history, I
believe that Commissions, Members, and Sponsors, of WESA have upheld the three main elements of our
constitution, and Mission Statement, to an exception degree of excellent!
That “excellence” has been manifested in always trying to “do the right
thing”, for the benefit of not only W.E.S.A. members but our LGTB
Community as a whole.

Diamond Sponsor

Tonight, as we bring our 37th season to a close, this year’s WESA
Commission, is honoured to present a Life-Time Member Award to a
W.E.S.A. team sponsor and friend to our ‘LGBT Community”, who has been
doing ‘the right thing’ for a continuous span of 29 years!
Please join me in giving a ‘ROUSING WESA THANK-YOU” TO:
The owner of Numbers Cabaret and Hamburger Mary’s: Mr. Phil Moon!
Phil, please come up and accept your award!”

Gold Sponsor
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Diamond Sponsor

Lifetime Membership Award @ Awards Celebration 2015
Editor’s Note: Here is the speech presented by former League
Commissioner (1992, 1993, 2007-2008), Vice Commissioner (2001),
Fundraiser (1989), and Lifetime Member (2007), Art Gullett, for Vince
Marino and Steve Bauer, amazing long time supporters of WESA!

Diamond Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

“It is my pleasure to stand in front of you this evening to talk about
two gentlemen who have been a driving force for WESA for many
years. In 1985 Doll & Penny’s was a Team Sponsor in WESA. For
those of you who remember, Doll & Penny’s was a lively late night
restaurant where “drag queens” performed in the restaurant and
had many people gathered outside on Davie Street. I had the
privilege of coaching the team in 1989 and in 1997 Doll & Penny’s
Photo: TS MacNeil
returned to the WESA fold under the ownership of Steve Bauer and
Vince Marino who were unbelievable supporters in the Gay community.
In 2001 the restaurant was replaced by The PumpJack Pub which has
since expanded to become what it is today. I hate the pleasure of
coaching the PumpJack Pub team for 10 years and during this time I got
to know Steve and Vince very well. During my different positions over
the years on the Commissioner of WESA, I am pleased to say that I
always had a great relationship with them. Their desire to see WESA
succeed was amazing. They have been huge contributors to the League
and Tournament Teams. They have been there for WESA when we
needed sponsorships for Pac Cup, they helped Teams going to Gay
Photo: TS MacNeil
Games and OutGames, and they are
regular travelers to see teams participate at World Series and other
tournaments in North America.

Gold Sponsor

I remember one year when my PumpJack tournament team was playing
in Portland… we had a long run and everyone was getting hungry, there
was Steve and Vince running to Wendy’s to supply the team with food!

Gold Sponsor

There are too many stories to tell of their involvement with WESA.
Anyone who has spent any time in WESA knows that they are always
around, always ready to lend a hand.
I could tell you stories, but, they know too much about me from the
drink filled times we have spent together.
Photo: TS MacNeil

Gold Sponsor

Although WESA has been a benefactor of their generosity, many other
gay sports organizations also are very well supported by Vince and Steve. But I like to call them
OURS!
Photo: TS MacNeil

Diamond Sponsor

It is with great pride on behalf of
the WESA Commissioner and
WESA Members, that I announce
Vince Marino and Stephen Bauer
have been chosen as WESA
Lifetime Members!
Congratulations!”
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WESA Pacific Cup
2015 Results
1st Place
Vancouver Brew Jays
2nd Place
Seattle Saints
3rd Place
Vancouver Stonehouse
Spirit Award
Seattle Ballistix
Tournament MVP
Amy Milk - Seattle Saints
The Dumpster Diva Prizes:
Out-of-town team
Seattle Saints
Local team
Vancouver Maple Briefs.

2015 Member-at-Large D Division Goodbye
To All 2015 WESA members, this past season has been a bitter-sweet for me. During the preseason I worked closely with my counterpart, C Member-at-Large, Sam Prasad, by conducting
inventory counts such as bases, bats, first aid supplies, etc. Both of us were cognizant of purchasing
the highest quality products for the most cost effective prices.
The Registration/Welcome party gave me an opportunity to inform all D Member players, particularly
the rookies, was WESA is all about such as elaborating on the draft process, rookie camps, D & C
Mixer games, and of course the Miss WESA Pageant.
One of the most significant purchases your Commission made was investing in a St. John Ambulance
portable Automated External Defibrillator (AED). The main reason for considering on an AED was
that softball participants tend to be an older demographic than other sports. The
AED has an 8-year warranty, 200 shock battery capacity, and a 4-year warranty
Battery Pack.
Just prior to the start of the season the Vancouver Parks Board offered me regular
Sunday and Friday work shifts which essentially impeded my availability to play
scheduled games. In addition, throughout the summer, I often did not attend
Commission meetings due to work obligations. Trust me, I miss playing with the
league very much!! As I hand over the D Member-at-Large torch to Donny Steel, I
have full confidence of his abilities to fulfill his duties in this position for the
upcoming 2016 Commission. Yours truly, Denis (Susan Lucci) Laferrière
Denis Laferrière ~ WESA Member-at-Large D Division 2015

Lastly, a HUGE Thank You to
the tournament volunteers:
Donny Steel
Aaron Farr
Justin Mui
Heywood Wu
Scott Fullerton
To all the teams that
participated in our humble
tournament, my gratitude for
your participation and
preference to attend here in
Vancouver!
1. Portland Pirates
2. Seattle Ballistix
3. Seattle Saints
4. Seattle Spitz
5. Vancouver Alcoballics
6. Vancouver Batmen
7. Vancouver Brew Jays
8. Vancouver Crush
9. Vancouver Heat
10. Vancouver Maple Briefs
11. Vancouver Orcas
12. Vancouver Stonehouse
See you next year!

Miguel Mondaca
Vice Commissioner 2014-2015
& Pacific Cup Tournament
Director
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Diamond Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Rookie of the Year 2015 D Division… & Her Hilarious Speech!
“It is a true honour to be invited to stand before you tonight and
give a speech about my first year in WESA. As some of you know,
I used to play in a bar and restaurant league with my brother
(SteeV) and our team folded, so I was a little lost. After his rookie
season in WESA he encouraged me to come out and play – and
I’m so, so glad I did. I’ve managed to improve my game, make
some amazing friends, and you’ve all embraced my brother and I
and our special brand of showing love and encouragement. (cue V
– “YOU’RE GARBAGE, LETTS!”)
I had the good fortune of being drafted on Team Numbers this
year – where my Numbers peeps at? You bunch of sluts. It was an honour to play with this group of
guys this year. My mother even made it out for our double header on Mother’s Day. She’s never
been much of a sports fan and she’d said up front, “I’ll stay for one game and then I’ve got shopping
to do,” but she ended up hanging around drinking beers in the sun and making friends in the crowd
and before long she was cheering her ass off. I’m not sure if you guys
know this about me, but after about four drinks my voice gets a full
octave higher and I essentially turn into my mother. Anyway, we were
hanging out with the team afterward and she said,”Sooo, they’re all
gay? There’s no one here who’ll give me grandbabies?” And Cam and
Darryl both raised their hands and said “um, we’re not gay,” (Darryl
turned out to be undecided) and Mom said “…anybody else?” Later we
were having dinner at V and Peter’s place and she said of Cam, “Honey,
look at the melon on that guy! Can you imagine having his babies?
Killer Cam—more like Cooter Killer Cam!” This is what it’s like being a
thirty-something straight girl—your mother immediately assesses every
Photo: TS MacNeil
man on his potential to impregnate you. Seriously.
I had a lot of fun with my teammates this season. Getting to be a backup dancer for the
incomparable D’ckhole Kidman and my fellow Rookie of the Year nominee Chris “Chrissy Poo” Morris
was most certainly a highlight—girl, you were a vision! Steve “Silverfox” Schaffrick and Ryan Cheys—
your BFFery is inspiring and adorable. Rome and Eric, not since playing for my virginity in a Texas
hold ‘em game in Langford have I seen a more glorious pair of queens. Wayne, when we started to
play poorly and you brought out your disappointed dad voice we knew to pull up our socks. David,
thanks for being an amazing nurse to everyone I maimed. Allan, thanks for being a ray of sunshine
on a team full of sarcastic bitches (albeit, lovable sarcastic bitches). Tim, I’m glad we got to hang out
on your birthday, even if you don’t remember and woke up with your face in a box of poutine. We
certainly did have some fantastic games.
And last but not least, Laine. Having Laine as a coach was amazing—when he was there. I also had
the pleasure of being invited to play with the Heat in Emerald City when Laine coached, it was an
awesome experience, though some of those last round games were as intense as Darcy Simpson’s
Grindr photo—from what I hear. I can’t wait to play with the Heat guys again. I still have my jersey
and I’ve already altered it to show off my tits (thank you Erin for the idea), so hopefully that’s a
foregone conclusion. I did end up playing for the Alcobollics at Pac Cup and I hope there were no
hard feelings there—but since my coach was away half the season it’s kinda no wonder I would get a
little of that “daddy issue” sluttiness. I’m just kidding Laine, it’s not your fault. Where is Laine?
(Editor’s Note: Coach Laine
was unable to attend the
banquet so his teammates that
were present wanted to show
him how very much they sorely
missed him...)

Diamond Sponsor

Now, I know I would be
remiss
if
I
did
not
acknowledge those of you
affected by the Letts Curse—
meaning
I
unintentionally
drew your blood during play
or practice.
Deborah from
Pacific Spirit, I’m sorry again

Diamond Sponsor
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Gold Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

that my hit took you out of the game and I’m glad we could laugh
it off afterward. Dean from Pizza Fabrika, this is the first time I’ve
seen you since we collided at first base and you took one to the
schnooter, I’m so glad to see you’re as handsome as ever. All I
remember from that moment was several people from the field
and the crowd screaming, “not his face!” Jaq from the Alcobollics—
I’m so glad your cheekbone wasn’t broken after all. I think most
of our teammates would agree that when you took your hand
away from your face that was some of the scariest shit we’d ever
seen. I want you all to know that despite the fact that I’m a
lapsed Catholic, I’m praying for an injury-free 2016 season for
everyone I play with. I’m not out for blood—I’m actually kind of a
masochist. But that’s another story. I swear we Lettses aren’t a
win-at-all-costs clan. We’re more of a make-sure-your-voice-isthe-loudest-on-the-field clan. (cue V “Nice peepers!”) Photo: TS MacNeil
I’d also like to give a big shoutout to all the umpires who work with WESA—thanks blues! I managed
to make friends with a few umps—there was one who I think was particularly fond of me from
Emerald City, I wish I could remember his name. Pat, I love your dad jokes. Peter, Joe, thank you.
And V was insistent that I had to include something about Scott Fullerton. I said, “Well shit, I already
told him at the Pac Cup wrap party about that time during the Rookie Game where he told me to
watch my mouth and it was kind of a turn on.” Daddy issues are kind of a recurring theme here,
aren’t they? So V said, “You gotta talk about that bulge. It’s hard to watch anything other than that
hammer in those tight baseball pants! That unit has ‘irreparable damage’ written all over it. I had no
idea Wonder Bra makes jockstraps! Scott’s pants are so tight, you can’t even call it a moose knuckle.
A more accurate descriptor would be severed rhino horn or stillborn whale fetus. Whatever you call
it, it’s surely worth thousands on the black market.
But in all seriousness, this has been the most fun I’ve ever had playing slo-pitch, so thank you to
everyone involved with WESA that makes it such a well-oiled machine. Thanks for being inclusive
and for welcoming me. I’m looking forward to playing for many seasons to come. Cheers.”
Ashley Letts ~ WESA 2015 Member and Rookie of the Year D Division

Gold Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor
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Photo: C. Hagan

Photo: S. Malcolm

Photo: J. Lombard
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WESA 2015 Financials
Final as of: October 4, 2015
REVENUE
Membership
Sponsorship
Pac Cup sponsorship
Pac Cup revenues
Miscellaneous
NAGAAA Offset revenue
Spare fees
WESA Pageant
WESA T-shirt sales
Total revenues
EXPENSES
Administration
Athlete Cards
Banking fees
Director liability insurance
Mailbox
Meetings
NAGAAA Meeting expenses
NAGAAA Membership dues
NAGAAA Offset expenses
Team sponsor expenses
Website/Software
Total administration

(Budget approved by 2015 Commission)

2015 Budget

2015 Actual

Notes to Budget:

(16 teams)

(16 teams)

Awards

Awards, medals, honours, etc.; decreased from 2014
actual based on repairs now complete.

Athlete cards

WESA membership discount cards.

Banking fees

Cheque printing, returned item fees, PayPal and other
service fees. The Vancity account has no fees for basic
banking services, returned cheque fees are recovered
from members.

Banquet

Estimate $40 per member @ 175 attendees.

Charity donations

To be determined at WESA year end.

Director liability
insurance

$900 premium estimate, to be confirmed with renewal.

Mailbox

Mailbox rental to ensure all mail is centralized and
separate address is available for league.

Draft party

Draft party supplies.

Equipment and
supplies

All equipment and supplies required to operate the league

Feedback Session

New initiative to gather feedback on increasing
membership.

Field permits

Reflect costs and field bookings during regular season &
playoffs

Insurance

$90 per team

Meetings

Monthly Exec meetings.

Membership

224 members in 2015 (16 teams @ 14 players each);
218 in 2014; 223 in 2013

Miscellaneous

Interest earned, recovered banking fees, banquet ticket
sales, other misc.

NAGAAA
Meeting expenses

Travel expenses as required per membership, further
destination in 2015.

NAGAAA membership

Annual membership dues

NAGAAA Offset
expenses

These are the chargeable expenses that WESA must issue
cheques for - GSWS team entry fee of $600 and team
hotel room deposit of $300. Cheques will be issued to
NAGAAA upon receipt of funds from the four GSWS WESA
teams. The hotel room deposit will be refunded to WESA
at which point refund cheques will be made to the two
GSWS WESA teams. The NAGAAA Offset expenses will be
offset by the NAGAAA Offset revenues per above.

NAGAAA Offset
revenue

Funds received from WESA GSWS teams for entry fees
and hotel room deposits, and funds received from
NAGAAA for rebates of hotel room deposits

Opening day

Opening day supplies.

Pac Cup expenses

Incl. field bookings, equipment, promotions, awards, etc.

Pac Cup revenues

Team registration fees - estimate 12 teams at $300 each.

Pac Cup sponsorship

Sponsorship dollars dedicated specifically to Pac Cup - 1/3
of Diamond sponsorship + 1 additional event at $1,000.

Pride

Expenses for the Pride parade entry

Publishing

Similar to 2014 with intent of using updated website
functionalities in lieu of historic publishing mediums.

Registration party

WESA membership prize

Spare fees

Funds received from non-member WESA players during
the regular season

Storage Locker

Decreased from 2014 actual as late 2013 fees incurred in
previous year.

Team sponsor Exp.

Team sponsor photos

Sponsorship - Teams

Forecast 12 Gold team sponsors each sponsor paying
$900.

Sponsorship - League

Forecast 3 Silver sponsors each paying $350, 2 Diamond
sponsors each paying $3,000.

Umpires

Reflect costs of umpires during regular season & playoffs

Uniforms

Estimate 16 teams and price of 2014 uniforms.

Website/software

Includes WESA.net domain fees, network hosting, &
software expenses

WESA Pageant
Rev.

Estimate $9,000 based on 2013 & 2014 averages and 450
people at $20 per ticket.

WESA Pageant
Exp.

DJ, rentals, Dancers, DVD editing/filming, ticket costs;
additional media costs from prior year.

WESA T-Shirt

GSWS fundraising effort for T-shirt swap

29,120.00
15,850.00
3,000.00
4,200.00
400.00
9,000.00
500.00
$62,070.00

29,690.00
15,850.00
2,000.00
3,600.00
972.23
3,990.00
40.00
12,130.00
68,272.23

100.00
900.00
300.00
300.00
2,700.00
350.00
500.00
750.00
5,900.00

126.32
883.00
248.64
32.48
2,972.74
350.00
4,890.00
604.56
725.39
10,833.13

Operations
Equipment and supplies
Field permits
Gifts
Insurance
Publishing
Storage locker
Umpires
Uniforms
Total operations

3,000.00
5,000.00
1,440.00
350.00
1,000.00
8,000.00
11,200.00
29,990.00

4,653.93
4,266.00
467.30
1,530.00
532.31
1,121.40
7,651.00
10,995.22
31,217.16

Special events
Awards
Banquet
Charity donations
Draft party
Feedback Session
Opening Day
Pac Cup expenses
Pride
Registration parties
WESA Pageant
WESA T-Shirt Costs
Total special events

2,500.00
7,000.00
6,000.00
200.00
250.00
6,700.00
800.00
75.00
2,000.00
500.00
26,025.00

2,865.12
7,642.77
10,000.00
337.38
277.45
4,451.22
58.99
2,040.87
27,673.80

61,915.00

69,724.09

$155.00

($1,451.86)

Total expenses
Surplus/Deficit Current Year

Report from our Treasurer

Here are the final WESA 2015 Financials as of October 4, 2015. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my two year term as your
treasurer. It’s been fun with lots of great experiences with the Commissioner. I wish the next treasurer well! If you
have any questions about any of the line items, please feel free to contact the email below.
Adrian Pape ~ WESA Treasurer 2014-2015 | Treasurer@WESA.net
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