Detroit CC overcomes Walker's effort to
oust Canton in pre-district test


It was still very much a game late in the first half with Novi Detroit Catholic
Central leading Canton 14-7 when the Chiefs decided to go for it on fourthand-1 at the Shamrocks' 31.
And it was no secret that Steven Walker's name would be called because
the senior running back came into the game with over 2,000 yards rushing
in nine regular season games.
The 5-foot-9, 170-pound Walker got stopped by the CC defense short of
the first down marker and the ball popped loose. And there to pick it up
was Shamrocks' sophomore defensive back Jonathan Brewer, who made a
game-turning 70-yard scoop and score fumble recovery return for a TD with
3:02 remaining in the first half.
The play figured prominently in CC's 49-28 Division 1-Region 3-District
triumph Friday night over the visiting Chiefs.

"I don't know, he (Walker) just put the ball in my hands, I just ran down the
field and scored," Brewer said. "Just the ball came out and it went right in
my hands. Just got caught in the moment, really."
Brewer admitted he wasn't looking toward the goal line.
"Just a little bit of dance class I've been doing that kept me in," Brewer said.
"I don't have much to say to be honest. The Lord is with us every day . . .
we come out here and do the work."
Walker, who may go down as the best running back in Canton history, had
199 yards on 15 carries, along with a 57-yard kickoff return in the first half
alone. He finished the night with 268 yards on 24 attempts and scored all
four Canton TDs.
Despite going down 21-7, Walker made amends for his fourth down fumble
with an 81-yard TD run to cut the deficit to 21-14 just 17 seconds later.
But the Shamrocks used back-to-back passes of 10 and 56 yards from
Marco Genrich to Nate Anderson to go back up by two scores, 28-14, with
1:19 left when Cole Price, who scored four TDs himself, barreled in from 2
yards out. (On the second reception, Anderson fumbled at the Canton 10,
but was able to wrestle the ball back from Canton defender Caden
Domzalski to keep possession.)
The Chiefs, who did not utilize their final two timeouts on their final
possession of the half, nearly scored again when Walker ripped off a 48yard run before being forced out of bounds as time expired at the CC 5.
"You go back to one play here, one play there, but that was big momentum
one," Canton coach Andy LaFata said of the Brewer scoop and score. "I felt
like we never got it back. Right before halftime we get down there. Didn't
expect it to pop like that, but it did, and it popped down to the 5-yard line.
Their number 84 (Brewer) made one there from the back side. I don't know
how fast that kid is, but he runs Steve Walker down from the other side of
the field . . . impressive."
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It was all CC in the second half.
After deferring on the coin toss to open the game, CC got the ball to start
the second half and scored in 10 plays getting a 5-yard TD pass from
Genrich to tight end Mike Harding with 7:54 left in the third quarter.
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Loose ball on the pass to Detroit Catholic Central WR/DB Nate Anderson (11). Canton DB
Conner Meadows (6) and Canton RB/DB Caden Domzalski (3) put the pressure on, but
Anderson recovered the ball.

After CC stuffed Walker again on a fourth-and-1 at the Chiefs' own 36, CC
officially made it a rout with Price scoring his third TD of the game on a 4yard run with 5:42 to go in the same period for a 42-14 advantage.
And with 3:55 to go in the third, Price's 16-yard TD run set up by Parker
Bohland's interception increased the CC advantage to 49-14.
Walker then scored a pair TDs in the final quarter, but it was too little, too
late for the Chiefs.
"I played against him when I was younger in little league," Brewer said. "I
wanted to seek revenge, just a great player overall.”
After CC's Owen Finnerty unloaded for a 61-yard punt down to the Canton
5, the Chiefs drove 95-yards in 10 plays for their first TD as Walker busted
up the middle for a 17-yard score with 1:17 left in the first period for a 7-0
advantage.
On its second possession, CC got a 4-yard TD run by Cole Price with 9:14
left in the second quarter followed by a 35-yard TD pass from Genrich to
Nate Anderson with 5:41 left in the half.
That was only the start of CC exposing Canton's secondary as Genrich, the
senior, connected on 10-of-13 passes for 189 yards.
"We just noticed they weren't playing any safeties and we felt like our
receivers were good one-on-one against their corners and it paid off for us,"
CC coach Dan Anderson said. "Nathan caught it and Marco put the ball on
the money.”
Walker accounted for much of the Canton offense, which also included a
57-yard kickoff return during the first half.
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In the final minutes of the game, Canton's season ends for Canton RB/DB Steven Walker
(4) and Canton OL Jonathon Valchine (68)

"He's a heckuva player, we knew that coming in," Anderson said. "We knew
we had to try and stop him, but I don't think you can. We didn't see
anybody on film that could stop him and obviously we didn't stop him. With
a team like that that runs that offense, you got to try and get up on them.
And so that's what we were trying to do, get up, score two on them, and try
to maintain the ball as much as we can, keep it out of their hands."
Walker finished his senior year with 2,318 yards rushing with 26
touchdowns. He averaged 231 yards per game.
"So proud of Steve, he battled time and time again," LaFata said. "The
whole defense knows he has the ball, everybody is keying on him, and he
still busted out there. I can't say enough good things. I hope the state
recognizes it and sees the talent he's bringing out here and see how
special he really is.”
Canton ended its season 6-4 overall, while Catholic Central (7-3) travels
next Friday to face West Bloomfield (8-2) for the district title.
"They (CC) made plays all over the field, credit to them," LaFata said.
"That's a damn good football team. They got behind us, they're talented
and they're tough to cover out there and they had a few of those."

