Canton builds halftime lead,
but Fordson rallies late
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After a first half in which the Canton defense allowed just seven points and
176 total yards, the wheels came off as Dearborn Fordson exploded for
404 second-half yards and five touchdowns to defeat the Chiefs, 40-35, at
the annual Prep Kickoff Classic held at Wayne State.
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Julian Thornton eludes a Fordson tackler to score Canton’s last touchdown. (Photo: Bill
Bresler | staff photographer)

“It was a tale of two halves. Offensively, we need to start scoring. Just way
too many big plays defensively and that’s something we’ve been harping
on; long pass plays, not tackling a fast quarterback. We got a lot of issues
that were exposed tonight. They were faster than us and it showed in the
second half,” Canton head coach Tim Baechler said.
Slay Shajrah put the nail in the Chiefs’ coffin as he hauled in a 59-yard
strike from Hamze Elzayet to put the Tractors up for good.
“To come in here and battle, especially how we were down at half, shows a
tribute to the kids and our staff,” Fordson head coach Fouad Zaban said.
Canton (0-1) took a 28-7 lead into halftime thanks to a balanced first-half
attack. Markus Sanders (18 carries for 186 yards) and Steven Walker (two
carries for 27 yards) both scored a rushing touchdown to put Canton up
14-0 in the first quarter. Brennon Pelland and Colin Troup both caught a
touchdown pass from quarterback Jake O’Donnell in the second quarter.

Pendulum shift

On the first play of the third quarter, O’Donnell was intercepted by Shajrah
to shift the pendulum Fordson’s way. Four plays later, Elzayet scampered in
from 39 yards out to cut the Canton lead to 28-14.
Change in momentum put Canton behind the 8-ball right out of the gates in
the third quarter, according to Baechler.
“Our message (at halftime) was the score is 0-0 and we have to reestablish momentum in the third quarter and we didn’t,” he said. “We didn’t
communicate on the kickoff right away. Quarterback makes a horrible
decision on a receiver running the wrong way.

“They took the momentum right away and we just could not get it back.
Hats off to them.”
On the flip side of things, Fordson’s defense struggled with Canton’s
traditional wing-T offense in the first half, giving up 28 points and 293 total
yards.
Zaban and his coaching staff trusted their preparation and did not make
any halftime adjustments.
“Honestly, we did the same stuff. We were more disciplined and executed
better. Our players came back and wanted to fight, they fought,” Zaban
said.

Answering back
After Fordson rattled off four unanswered touchdowns to take a 34-28 lead
with 7:21 remaining in the fourth quarter, the Chiefs marched down the field
to retake the lead.
Canton needed two fourth-down conversions to get deep inside Fordson
territory as Julian Thornton ran in from 27 yards to put Canton up, 35-34,
with 2:34 left.
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Canton’s Markus Sanders (left) throws a block for Julian Thornton on Friday night
against Dearborn Fordson at Wayne State University. (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff
photographer)

“We couldn’t stay on schedule today. They were obviously more physical
than we were and that’s an issue; I don’t care how big we are. We’re not a
big team, but that should not be an issue,” Baechler said.
Despite scoring 35 points, the offense was not firing on all cylinders,
according to Baechler.
“We had to go with big plays. We scored 35 points, but I certainly don’t
think we played very well offensively. We have a lot of work to do,”
Baechler said.

!

Fordson’s defense held Canton to just 155 yards in the second half. The
Tractors’ concentration and discipline to stopping the run proved to be
critical in their effort, according to Zaban.
“We know what they’re going to do, they know what they’re going to do. We
didn’t go in at halftime and really change anything. We concentrated on our
execution,” Zaban said.
Elzayet was a difference maker all night, accounting for 470 out of
Fordson’s 580 offensive yards and five touchdowns (three passing, two
rushing).
“The quarterback is a product of who’s around him and my guys stepped
up and they made plays. They don’t all have to be Division I, 6-foot-3
athletes. They’re just play makers that do their jobs,” Elzayet said.
Fordson’s lone first-half score came on a 3-yard run by Ahmed Sabbagh.
Canton will host Walled Lake Western (1-0) in a KLAA crossover at 7 p.m.
Thursday at the P-CEP varsity field.
“We got to get better. We can’t think about wins and losses, we got to think
about getting better. That’s what wins,” Baechler said.

Celebrating Canton’s final touchdown of Friday night’s game are Julian Thornton (No. 20)
and David Gunnis (No. 78). (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff photographer)
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Canton’s Steven Walker (No. 4) outruns Dearborn Fordson defender Ali Salman (No.
22). (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff photographer)

