Canton comes up clutch in
27-17 win over Patriots
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When prepping his Canton Chiefs for Friday's KLAA South Division football
matchup against Livonia Franklin, coach Tim Baechler had a feeling it
wasn't going to be easy.
The tall task at hand was to put the defensive clamps on Patriots
quarterback Denzel Adams, who has displayed big-game capabilities both
through the air and on the ground in the season's early weeks.
After the Chiefs escaped with a 27-17 victory on the varsity turf field at
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park, Baechler seemed almost relieved that
his team got the 'W' to improve to 3-0 and 1-0 in the KLAA South.
"This team (the Patriots) was averaging 37 points a game coming in and I
knew this was not the old Franklin, this was a different Franklin," Baechler
said. "They've got a new offensive scheme and that quarterback is slippery
and fast and strong. He's good."

Adams was as good as advertised, scoring on a 65-yard gallop down the
left sideline during the first half late in the first quarter to put the Patriots in
front 10-7.
He ran 22 times for 185 yards and threw for another 100.
Finding a seam
But Canton also has a player who fits that description in 5-7 junior running
back Markus Sanders, who scored three touchdowns and gained 177 yards
in 21 carries.
"He's a slippery little guy, he runs hard," Baechler said. "But our offensive
line works so hard and we just did enough to get her done."
Franklin head coach Chris Kelbert said the Patriots' defensive game plan
was to slow Sanders down, and for some of the evening they succeeded.
"But you give him that one little seam and they always take advantage of
it," said Kelbert, whose team dropped to 1-2.
Sanders was the answer man for the Chiefs on more than one occasion
Friday.
After Jake Giacobbi connected on a 35-yard field goal with 7:05 left in the
first quarter to open the scoring, the Chiefs replied with a 62-yard scoring
march punctuated by Sanders' 26-yard TD run through the middle.
Franklin also showed they could bounce back, when on the first snap of the
ensuing offensive series, Adams broke one for 65 yards — missing several
tackles along the way.
"He is a tough kid, very tough," said Kelbert about Adams. "Our whole
group they battle, non-stop.
"I'm very proud of their efforts, we have a very tough, physical team this
year."
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Buy Photo
Franklin quarterback Denzel Adams (No. 3) eludes the grasp of Canton defender Jake
Stephan (No. 40) during Friday night’s game. (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff photographer)

Turning the tide
Yet the Chiefs demonstrated a knack for coming up with clutch plays on
both sides of the ball, and one of the biggest was a fumble recovery by
sophomore linebacker Lou Baechler during the second frame.
Franklin had stopped the Chiefs' offense and still had a 3-point lead, but
Baechler pounced on an Adams fumble near the Pats' 30.
"We just had the mindset that everybody does their 1/11th every play," Lou
Baechler said. "Nobody does more than they're expected to do."
With a short field, the Chiefs needed just five plays to finish the job with
Sanders spinning off tackles for a 10-yard scoring run with seven minutes
to go in the half.
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Buy Photo
High-stepping his way toward a 37-yard touchdown in the fourth quarter Friday is
Canton’s Markus Sanders. (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff photographer)

That made it a 14-10 Canton advantage entering the intermission.
Just as important for the Chiefs was an interception in the third quarter by
senior linebacker Jalen Cochran.
On a third down and long from near midfield, Adams was forced out of the
pocket, trying to find an open receiver.
He finally launched a pass over the middle — right into Cochran's hands.
Canton once again took advantage, going on a 55-yard scoring drive to go
up 20-10. Finishing off the drive with a 4-yard TD run was junior
quarterback Joel Foster.
"We were so afraid to play him (Cochran)," Baechler said. "He's had little
injuries he's been overcoming for the last six weeks ... but (everything)
came up okay and he played a whale of a game."
Another stalwart for the Patriots was junior running back Jacob Clark (82
yards in nine rushes), who at times was nearly impossible to bring down.
"They plugged up the middle on us today, so we had to go and attack the
edges a little bit," Kelbert said. "Clark did a really nice job."
Coming up 'huge'
Clark broke off a 28-yard run to key the Patriots on what was their final
scoring march of the game. Adams then found Giacobbi open on a 2-yard
pass with 10:15 left, slicing the Chiefs lead to 20-17.
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But Canton responded two minutes later when Sanders scored on a 37yard run.
Sanders zipped through the line and then veered from left-to-right into the
end zone, no defender in sight for the last 20 yards. Ben Tubaro's third
extra point finished the scoring.
Franklin had designs on rallying, however, taking the ball down inside
Canton's 35.
Unfortunately for the Pats, any such hopes fizzled when Adams' pass was
intercepted at the Canton 13 by sophomore Colin Troup.
Baechler said Troup's defensive play was "huge" for the Chiefs.
"That's who they are, they are a very good football team," Kelbert said. "We
had to come out and play our best game and not mistakes, we made a
couple mistakes.
"The interceptions, the fumble, just lost our focus a little bit at times."
Meanwhile, coach Baechler had props for his son.
"Lou Baechler played a fantastic game too, in the middle, reading, making
all the calls and checks," he said. "And he had some big plays besides the
fumble recovery in key situations."

Buy Photo
Franklin’s Chris Nehasil (No. 40) tries to bring down Canton running back Julian
Thornton (No. 20) At left for the Chiefs is Jakob Wickens (No. 44). (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff
photographer)
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Canton’s Jake Warner (No. 62) and Julian Thornton (No. 20) bring down Franklin’s Jacob
Clark. (Photo: Bill Bresler | staff photographer)

