Little League Baseball® Umpire School

Rules Instruction Manual
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(3) the runner does not slide or attempt to get around a fielder who has the ball and is waiting to make the tag; or
Baseball A.R.—There is no “must slide rule.”
EXAMPLE: - Comment: There is “no“ must slide rule. The rule is slide or attempt to get around. The key in this situation is “fielder has the
ball and is waiting to make the tag.”
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(4) (Tee Ball, Little League (Minor/Major Divisions only): the runner slides head first while advancing
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(5) (a)

Softball: Major/Junior/Senior League Divisions: the runner fails to keep contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball
has been released by the pitcher on the delivery. NOTE: Major Division: A local league may adopt a rule that requires the runner to keep in
contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball has been batted or reaches the batter, or be called out.

(b)

Softball: Minor League/Tee Ball: the runner fails to keep in contact with the base which that runner is entitled until the ball has been batted
or reaches the batter.

NOTE 1: If the ball slips from the pitcher’s hand before, during, or up to the delivery of a pitch, the ball will remain in play and the runner(s) may
advance at their own risk (see 8.07(a) Dropped Ball). When a runner is off a base after a pitch or as a result of a batter completing a turn at bat, and
while the pitcher has the ball within the eight (8) foot radius circle, the runner must immediately attempt to advance to the next base or return to the
base the runner is entitled.
NOTE 2: If the pitcher has possession of the ball within the pitcher’s circle, and is not making a play (a fake throw is considered a play), runners not
in contact with their bases must immediately attempt to advance or return to base.
PENALTY: The ball is dead. “No Pitch” is declared and the runner is out. Eight (8) foot radius circle must be properly marked
Softball: A.R.—After making a decision, should the runner stop again without a play being made before reaching the base, he/she shall be called
out. The responsibility for the runners to advance or return is removed if the pitcher attempts a play on a runner.
(b) intentionally interferes with a thrown ball; or hinders a fielder attempting to make a play on a batted ball; (NOTE: A runner who is adjudged to have
hindered a fielder who is attempting to make a play on a batted ball is out whether it was intentional or not);
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