SCHOOL & PTO NEWS
PTO CO-PRESIDENTS' MESSAGE
Who would like some free money? I know what you’re
thinking. You’re thinking that has got to be the best hook for any
newsletter I have ever written. And if you’re thinking that, you are
totally right! (You might also be thinking that there’s no such thing as
free money, but mostly you’re thinking about my creative hook.) I
would be willing to bet that I could ramble on for paragraphs before
actually telling you how to get the free money and you would still
read, knowing that both the figurative and literal pot of gold at the end
of this literary rainbow is free money. I could talk about how I am
considering getting my own chickens so that I could have farm fresh
eggs in the morning. I could talk about how I am thinking about
buying a motorcycle but probably will end up not buying one because
my mom has engrained in me the idea that they’re too dangerous. I
could talk about all of the leaves in my yard and how I have
absolutely no plan whatsoever to do anything with them as of yet. I
could talk about all those things and still keep your attention with the
promise of free money. I can…but I won’t. In part because that
would be really mean, but also because I’m striving to be two for two
on the whole “brevity” thing that we’ve been talking about since I took
over this newsletter writing gig back in August. So let’s talk about
free money. Amazon.com wants to give our school money. In
fairness, they probably want to give lots of schools money, but we’re
only really concerned about the Weston schools. Apparently these
mega corporations get some sort of tax benefits from donating money
to schools, so they do it. Who knew? They probably also get really
good karma, so that’s a double bonus for them. Anyway, we have
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signed up for a partnership with Amazon. Here’s how it
works: 1) Decide that you want to go internet shopping or, even
better, know what you want to buy ahead of time. 2) Go to
www.westonpspto.org and click on the tab that says “Amazon
Partnership”. That will take you to Amazon.com’s main
page. 3) Buy stuff. That’s it! Simple, right? When you visit
Amazon.com by clicking on this link and then buy something,
Amazon will donate a percentage of your purchase to the Weston
Public Schools. And it’s not a small amount, either. It is typically
about 4% of the purchase price but in certain cases it can be as high
as 8.5%! That’s free money for our schools! Not a bad payday for
just one extra click, eh? All joking aside, though, I think this has the
potential to be a tremendous fundraiser for our schools. So if you’re
going to buy something on Amazon, why not go to
www.westonpspto.org first and then click through. When you’re done
you can even come back to www.westonpspto.org and read some of
the cool information there. In fact, just to get into the habit, you
should go to www.westonpspto.org before going to any website. Or,
better, yet, just make it your homepage! (As you can see I’m back to
joking around). Speaking of raising money for our schools, do you
remember how last year the PTO bought iPads for the
classrooms? Well at next week’s PTO General Membership meeting
(Wednesday, November 13 at 9:30am in the South House
cafeteria…show up early if you want free coffee and a good seat) we
are fortunate enough to have our very own Principal Kaddis and
Sharon Rodko in attendance and they will be presenting a
presentation (I suppose that’s the only thing you can do with a
presentation) showing how the iPads and other PTO funded
initiatives are being used in the classrooms. This is in addition to our
regular schedule of events that includes updates from recent Board of
Education meetings, committee meetings and upcoming current
events pertaining to Hurlbutt. So why not grab a friend or two and
join us on the 13th? We look forward to seeing you there! Have a
great rest of the week! Dan and Tammy PS I know I struck out on
being brief. There’s always next week.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION REVIEW
By Tim Lawler
2014-2015 Weston Public School Calendar
Weston Public Schools have released a DRAFT version of the 2014-2015 school
year. Superintendent Palmer & the Board of Education (BOE) said this is not the
final version and is still under review. Please continue to contact them with
concerns.
Shared Space Update
Please attend monthly BOE - Facilities Committee Meetings if you want to hear
more about the Facilities Review and other Weston school projects. Monthly
meetings are opened to the public. Please see www.westonps.org for meeting
times and agendas.
Common Core State Standards Meeting
Thursday, November 7th @ 7:00-8:30 pm
Weston Middle School LRC
Please see District Calendar for complete description
General PTO Meeting
Wednesday, November 13th @ 9:30-10:30
Hurlbutt South House Cafe
Board of Education - Facilities Committee Meeting
Wednesday, November 13th @ 4:00 pm
Office of the Director of Finance & Operations
Agenda TBD
Finance Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 14th @ 8:00-9:30 am
Office of Director of Finance Operations
Agenda TBD
Board of Education Meeting
Monday, November 25th @ 7:00 pm
Weston Middle School LRC
Agenda TBD
Please see www.westonps.org for full meeting agenda(s)
These meetings are open to the public.
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PAJAMA DAY AT HURLBUTT

The Hurlbutt Hive has been
filled by the students for being Safe, Kind and Responsible. Just a
reminder that tomorrow, Friday, November 8th, students may come
to school dressed in their pajamas. Please, for safety reasons, no
slippers.

PHOTO RETAKE DAY
Photos will be delivered via your child’s backpack by early next
week. In the event your child’s photo needs to be retaken, Photo
RETAKE DAY is scheduled for Wed. November 13th. Please make
sure to send your child in with the original set of photos for their
retake. For any questions regarding your photo package, please
contact our account representative at Coffee Pond: Lisa Parker, at
lisa@coffeepond.com. Thank you!

LOST AND FOUND
As the cold weather approaches us, please remember to label all your
children's jackets and cold weather accessories. There are many items
already in the lost and found located by the South House
cafeteria. Unclaimed items at the Lost and Found during winter break
and the last day of school will be donated.

HURLBUTT LEARNING GARDEN NEWS
A few weeks back we entered some of our vegetables into The
Norfield Grange Agricultural Fair and we’re thrilled to announce our
learning garden won Best Tomato in CT in the amateur category. Plus
a 1st place blue ribbon, a blue rosette for best in category, and medal
winner for best in CT “ground Cherry.” We’re so excited. It’s a great
win for all the students, teachers, and families that helped bring the
garden to life this year. Now that winter is just around the corner,
we’ve planted a ton of garlic, winter rye, and a variety of bulbs, and
we’ve put the garden to bed. We look forward to starting back up
again in the spring, and can’t wait to get all of the kids back out
digging in the dirt!-The Garden Committee
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HES BOOK FAIR - ORDER HURLBUTT GIFT
CERTIFICATES/BUCKS
The HES BOOKFAIR will be December 9 - 13. More details and
volunteer opportunities to come! In the meantime, buy Hurlbutt Gift
Certificates/Bucks (www.westonpspto.org) for your 1st and 2nd
graders or teachers and staff.

AROUND TOWN
WHS COMPANY
Come out and be entertained as WHS COMPANY performs
William Shakespeare’s comedy, Twelfth Night. Outrageous high
comedy ensues as the pangs of unrequited love affect the
unforgettable characters of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. While
the lovelorn Duke Orsino plots to win the heart of the
mourning Olivia,an alliance of servants and hangers-on
scheme against the high-handedness of Olivia’s steward, the
pompous Malvolio. When Orsino engages the cross-dressed
Viola, who has disguised herself as a young man under the
name Cesario, to plead with Olivia on on his behalf, a
bittersweet and hilarious chain of events follows.

Friday, November 8 at 8PM
Saturday, November 9 at 8PM
Sunday, November 10 at 3PM
All shows will be performed in the WHS AuditoriumWeston
High School is located at 115 School Road in Weston,
Connecticut.
Tickets:
Click here to purchase tickets!or go
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to www.whscompany.com

WESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY NOVEMBER
PROGRAMS
Please visit www.westonpubliclibrary.org for NOVEMBER event
updates and information about the library's 50th Anniversary. You can
also download the latest flyer at www.westonpspto.org under HES
Flyers.

WESTON BOY SCOUTS
The Weston Boy Scouts, Troop 788, are once again offering Holiday
Season Evergreens. Order online with free delivery for large
trees. http://westontroop788.org
We offer Fraser & Balsam Trees,
Wreaths 12" 16" 30". Any questions, please contact Joe Toth
at jototh@optonline.net.

REMINDER: CANDY FOR TROOPS COLLECTION
The WIS Community Service committee will have bins at Trunk or
Treat until 6 pm to collect Candy for Troops. Candy donations will
then be accepted at school through Friday, November 8th. The
collected candy will be sent to US troops stationed around the
world. Look for the bins near the front doors of WIS at Trunk or
Treat and then in the front hallway across from the main office

REMINDER: WHS PTO FUNDRAISER - PIES FOR
THE THANKSGIVING/HANUKKAH
WHS is doing a pie/bread sale, just in time for Thanksgiving and
Hanukkah. While this is a fundraiser for the HS PTO, it is certainly
something that we want everyone to take advantage of! We are offering
pies and breads from the famous Grandma Miller's bakery in
Vermont. Orders must be placed no later than November 3rd, and all
orders will be delivered to the HS on Saturday, November 23rd. We will
also schedule pick up for that day, right after delivery.
All pies will arrive frozen and unbaked. Breads will arrive fully baked, but
frozen. Here's the link to purchase.
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REMINDER: WESTON PARKS & RECREATION
NEW information on winter youth sports & fitness, dancercise, and
basketball programs are available on Weston's Park and Recreation
website.

REMINDER: FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY AND
COLLECTION For his Boy Scout Eagle project, Alex Gulino,
from Weston Boy Scout Troop 788, has established permanent
collection sites for worn American flags and will be holding a proper
retirement ceremony for the Town of Weston. He hopes to make this
an ongoing responsibility for the Weston Boy Scouts. Alex has set up
permanent blue bins for collection at Town Hall, Norfield Church and
Emmanuel Church. There are index cards inside the bins where you
can document a brief history about the worn flag that will be read at
the retirement ceremony. His next two collections will be on Election
Day, November 5, 2013 and Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2013. There
will be a blue collection bin at the Weston Boy Scout’s Christmas tree
table at the back entrance of the Middle School. On Veterans Day
flags can be dropped off at the permanent collection bin at the
entrance of Town Hall. Alex will be conducting a Flag Retirement
ceremony on Saturday, November 9, 2013. The ceremony will take
place at the Weston Fire house’s parking lot at 11:00am. The
ceremony will last about 30-45 minutes. Everyone is welcome to
attend. When a flag is in such a condition that it is no longer a fitting
emblem for display, tradition hold that it be destroyed in a dignified
way. But the flag should not be disposed of if the flag is only dirty or if
a seamstress can repair it. If you are unable to bring a flag that
needs to be disposed of to these locations, please contact Alex at
(203) 226-8482 to make arrangements.
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