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November 15, 2009                                                                              

Dear Parents and Legal Guardians:  The following is provided in an effort to apprise you of the 2010 Belchertown Lacrosse Association (Association) youth lacrosse registration process, logistics of spring youth lacrosse, organizational considerations, and general expectations.

Player Registration:  Please return all the three completed Belchertown Lacrosse Association - Youth Lacrosse forms and at least the initial payment ($40 dollars) to the address listed on the Registration Form by January 15, 2010.  The balance is due and must be postmarked by February 15, 2010 or a $25 dollar late fee will be applied.  It is important to register in a timely manner to assure that your child has a place on a team.  In addition, the Association requires adequate time to assure that we field the appropriate number of teams and players on each team roster.  If our numbers do not fall within desired parameters for roster size, we may move players up a level or perhaps determine we are unable to accommodate late registrations.  Some of the schedules for the season are developed in March and we need time to make sure we have rosters that are appropriate, not too few and not too many so we are able to provide a safe and a quality lacrosse experience.

Lacrosse Season:  Lacrosse is a spring sport.  It is the fastest growing sport in the Nation.  Outdoor youth lacrosse practices will likely start late in March or very early in April.  The exact dates will be dependent on the availability and condition of fields as well as the preferences of the youth lacrosse coaches.  We plan to have at least three girl's teams and three boy's teams, one boy’s team and one girl’s team at the Bantam (Grade 2-4), Junior (Grade 5-6), and Senior (Grade 7-8) levels.  Girl’s and boy’s lacrosse games will start during the mid to late April period and the season will end by early June and vary a little from team to team.

Spring Lacrosse and Other Sports:  The sport of lacrosse compliments soccer, basketball, and hockey.  Provided there is balance, participating in any sport promotes better health, sportsmanship, individual effort, commitment, teamwork, and a sense of accomplishment. It is recognized that some parents are considering the potential scheduling conflicts between lacrosse and other sports.  There will likely be 1-2 practices and 1-2 games per week.  In the past, all home games were played at the Belchertown High School on Saturdays between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  While I will not speak for the individual coaches, full participation is preferred; however, it is recognized there are other demands and opportunities.  If you can make one practice per week and your child is agreeable to a little voluntary "lacrosse homework" in the form of "wall ball" and a few other individual drills, your child's lacrosse skills and knowledge of the game will likely develop just fine.  As an added investment, players can also hone their skills on their own.  Refer to the Player Evaluation Form and use it as skills inventory and training guide at home as well as practice.  It is important that each team member invest in themselves so that the team as a whole improves along with the other teams in the league.  As a member of a lacrosse team, there is no substitute for “stick time” and the valuable impact it has on the strength of your child’s “link” in the chain.  








Andy French, President
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