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May 19, 2010

President’s Letter
Now that the season is in full swing and we have had the opportunity to adjust to life with soccer every week, I wanted to take this opportunity to get some information out to the parents and family members of the league. 

First, I would like to thank all of the family and friends of the players who supported our fundraiser through the raffle tickets that were purchased. Through fundraisers like this, and the fall basket raffles, we are able to purchase the items that keep the league equipment up to date and safe for our kids to play with. This year we were able to purchase 2 new goals for U-12 through the U-18 age groups at the Shepard Hill field. These goals will last much longer than the previous ones, and the plan is to purchase more of these for the other age groups in the coming seasons. In addition to providing safer and longer lasting equipment, the fundraisers help to keep the league fees at a manageable level for the future. Plainfield has one of the lowest fees in the area, and we hope to keep it this way. Again, thank you for your help in this regard.
Another thing I would like to convey is my excitement in the growth of the league. Over the years the program has grown from a small group of 130 kids to an amazing 350 for 2010! This includes an increase of over 100 from last fall alone. While I am really proud of this fact, it also presents its own problems logistically. Having enough equipment such as balls, jerseys, pinnies, and cones is one issue; but the most important and most difficult issue is finding enough coaches. Coaches are the backbone of our organization and coaching in itself takes a special person. To make yourself available 3 times a week, come up with a plan to teach kids the game, and keep a calm and positive demeanor during frustrating or difficult times, isn’t as easy as it seems. I want to make sure that this group is recognized and appreciated. They deserve our courtesy and a level of respect for the work that they do. 
Running this league isn’t without its share of problems, and at times, complaints do arise. That being said, these “complaints” also help us grow and move in a positive direction. I appreciate the feedback that I’ve received and hope that we can keep this interaction positive. On that note, I would like to comment on some of the issues that this feedback has fostered. 

On a couple of occasions the issue of equal playing time for all players has come up and to address this I will say that playing time should most definitely be equal. This has been addressed with coaches, and they will make every effort to accommodate this. To go one step further, I ask that everyone remember that the coach does have several items on his/her plate and these items can be overwhelming for one person. Offering to help with player substitutions is an excellent way to ensure that this is kept in mind during the game. 
There was also a discussion regarding communication with coaches and referees during the game. To make it clear to everyone I want to point out that yelling at the referees or coaches (from either team) is never allowed. These kids are learning right along with everyone else and would never deliberately take sides on any game. They work these games to the best of their ability and should be allowed to do so without any abuse whatsoever. 

Another issue that was brought to the table at the recent coaches meeting was that attendance at practice is lacking. Practice is an integral part of learning the game and being part of a team. Players that simply show up at the game and skip, or even show up late to practices, are disruptive to team cohesion. Remember that as volunteers these coaches give up part of their day to spend time with your child and they, at the very least, deserve a phone call or a “heads up” as to whether their players will be available. 

Lastly, I would encourage anyone who wants the most up-to-date information regarding the league to attend any one of our monthly meetings held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Recreation center. Rumor, rumblings, and questions about the league will be addressed at these meetings and will help the league itself in ensuring that the proper information is distributed.

Ultimately, we are experiencing unprecedented growth in a program that is helping our kids to grow. Everything else is secondary. Everyone should be proud of how we are represented in other towns, and how we put our town on display when other teams come here to play. I encourage any feedback that you have and also hope that this letter encourages more of you to become involved in our program. 

Thank you very much.

Respectfully,

Stephanie Gamboa

