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Commissioner’s Corner
By Sam Collingwood
Hello Brigade Families!
I wanted to provide a quick update on a few things… Registration for the 2013 spring season is underway and
once again we have a record number of players registering. In order to accommodate this growth we are working
very closely with the Park Authority to find more fields and gain access to those fields on March 1 (as opposed to
April 1st in years past). Please be sure to send a note or talk to your elected leaders about the field deficiencies that
lacrosse and other youth sports experience in our community.
I’d like to thank all the volunteers that helped make our inaugural golf tournament a huge success – Shelly
Sullivan, Todd Sullivan, Karen Ellis, Sue Ring, Howard Kartel, Theresa Henry, Sharon DeCoursey, Bobbi Lahah
and Mark Raczynski. We had 115 golfers and we raised over $3,000 for our league. Thanks again to all our
sponsors and to Evergreen Country Club. We look forward to seeing everyone next year for our 2nd Annual
Brigade Golf Tournament at Evergreen on Monday, October 14th, 2013 (Columbus Day).
Thank you to everyone who filled out the online survey at the end of last season. We learned a lot from your
input and we are making changes to better the league. The survey results had a direct impact on the uniform
selection process for 2013. Uniforms will be included in the price of registration again this year. However, this
year boys will wear full jerseys (in lieu of pinnies) and the girl’s uniform will receive a design overhaul. Also, after
interviewing almost 70 girls during the Fall Clinics, approximately 98% voted to play in shorts in lieu of
kilts/skorts.
I’d like to thank Lax World for their help with the Fall Lacrosse Clinics. We had over 200 kids and the majority
of them were new to the game. Lax World did a great job teaching the fundamentals and making the camp fun.
Finally, thank you to Jim Eckert (and his wife Amy) for the hundreds of hours they spent making the Boys
BattleLax Summer and Fall travel programs an enormous success. When speaking with colleagues throughout
Northern Virginia, they cannot believe how big and successful BattleLax has become in a relatively short period
of time. We look forward to replicating the BattleLax program for the girls in 2013. (Please see the Girl’s
Commissioner Update by Tucker Ophof on Page 2.)
Happy Holidays, and enjoy the rest of 2012! See you soon!

Girl’s Commissioner
Update
By Tucker Ophof
Brigade is excited to announce the creation of BattleLax for Girls – a Summer tournament league! Like the boy’s
Summer and Fall tournament leagues, BattleLax was created in an effort to support the growth of girl’s lacrosse in
Western Prince William County and to serve as a local alternative to the travel clubs in Loudon and Fairfax Counties as
well the club teams in the Eastern portion of Northern VA. The goal of BattleLax is to offer an environment in which
players can continue to develop their skills, expand their game knowledge and provide them with a unique lacrosse
experience. Players are provided with the opportunity to be coached by experienced coaches as well as current & former
college players. The club is designed for committed players who aspire to go on and compete at the highest level in high
school and college. The BattleLax season will not interfere with the Spring season.
All interested members of BattleLax are required to participate in our inaugural tryouts to be held in the
February/March 2013, which requires a $25 tryout fee. Once players have been selected to a team, each player will pay a
membership fee of approximately $575 - 600.
Fee includes: coaching at practices and tournaments, field rental fees, uniforms and fees to participate in four
tournaments (Historically, girl’s tournament fees are a bit more costly than the boy’s; therefore, the membership is
slightly more costly than the boy’s BattleLax fee.). Travel costs are not included in the club membership fee and a US
Lacrosse Membership is required.
BattleLax coaches are committed to providing players with top-notch coaching. It is expected that once players are
chosen to participate in BattleLax that players make every effort to attend all scheduled practices and tournaments. To
determine the amount of interest and the number of teams fielded, please email teenamthornton@yahoo.com by
December 17th with the players name, position, high school, graduation year and number of years played. We hope to
develop BattleLax into one of the premier travel clubs in the area and we can only do this with great players who have a
strong dedication to the program. We hope you recognize what a great opportunity it is to be part of our new club
team. Please share this information with others who you know that may have interest in the club.
New Girl’s Uniform s for Spring 2013!
The Brigade Board has approved a new uniform for the 2013 season. The racerback jersey's have a more tailored, custom
look and the shorts have a shorter, more feminine cut. The girls will look as amazing as they play the game!
Now that we are entering the peak of winter hopefully many of your girls are participating in a winter indoor league and
continuing to work on their game. Many of the teams we play against in NVYLL have teams at all age groups
participating in winter leagues and it shows when we play against them in the spring. Winter leagues are a great way for
girls to continue to work together as a team throughout the year and keep the rust off through out the year.
As we move through the winter and get closer to the start of the 2013 Spring
Season we are always are looking for more parents to get involved in
coaching. Don't let "I don't know the rules of the game" or "I have never
played lacrosse" to be used as an excuse. Brigade has resources available to
assist you in learning the game, drills to use in practice and how to manage a
team. If you are interested in coaching or being an assistant coach of a team
please let me know at tucker.ophof@gmail.com.
We look forward to a great 2013 Season!
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Boy’s Commissioner
Update
By Jim Eckert

Registration for the Boys Spring 2013 season opened at the beginning of November and filled up very quickly. In
2012, the league had 19 boy’s teams -- in 2013 we will have 23 Brigade boy’s teams! That is a little over a 20%
growth rate! That growth rate could conceivably be even greater but there are two things that are restricting our
growth. The first is finding sufficient practice field space, and the second is finding and developing new coaches.
In 2013 our 23 teams will break down as follows:
•

•

•

•

U15 – 5 teams: (1 – A; 2 – B; 2 – C) This is a very large group at this level particularly since U15 is
primarily just 8th graders. There is a lot of experience at this level, and I expect all of our U15 teams to
be very competitive.
U13 – 7 teams: (1 –A; 3 – B; 3 – C) The U13 division was the first registration group to close out.
There is a lot of experience at this level; however, there are also a lot of new players. I am very excited
about how competitive the U13A and U13B teams should be at this level. I am also very excited about
the number of new players coming in at the U13 level. This growth bodes very well for the future of
lacrosse in Western Prince William County.
U11 – 6 teams: (1 –A; 3 – B; 2 – C) At least 32 players in this group are brand new to lacrosse! That is
fantastic! We should have very experienced upper level teams, but U11 is a great entry point into
lacrosse, and I am very excited about the number of new players coming into the Brigade family.
U9 – 5 Teams: (1- A; 4 – Modified) A lot of new players at this level! Our A team should be very
competitive. For those that are playing on a modified team, the league is focused on keeping travel
distance to a minimum.

Our growth is exciting and challenging at the same time. I am very excited to see all the new lacrosse players in
our program and I hope the new players enjoy the sport as much the many kids we have returning.
If you are looking for ways to help Brigade grow please consider coaching. For those parents that are new to the
league, I am particularly looking for C Level head coaches. If you have coaching experience in another youth
sport and you would like to learn lacrosse, we will teach you. We will have a Level One US Lacrosse training
class on February 10th, and we will have very experienced lacrosse coaches available as mentors. If you have
any interest or questions regarding what is involved in coaching, please contact me directly at
brigade.boys.commissioner@gmail.com.
The other way you can help Brigade grow and meet the demand for lacrosse in
Prince William County is to contact your county representatives and make sure
they know how important it is to invest in field space for lacrosse.

Thank you for supporting Brigade
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BattleLax Boys
Update
By Jim Eckert

For all those who participated in BattleLax this fall, I would like to say thank you for supporting the
program! There is a lot of commitment that goes into participating in these elite travel programs,
particularly from the parents who invest a lot of time and money. This has been a great first year for this
travel program and that success is the result of our coaches that invested their time in teaching our kids. We
are lucky to have some very good coaches in our program. We also had some coaches that I believe gained
a great deal of coaching knowledge and experience this off-season and will be stronger coaches as a result. I
know I have learned a lot from the experienced coaches we had in this program.
Overall, I think we did very well and that we fielded some very competitive teams. In TripleEDGE this fall
we had 5 teams in Championship games and 2 teams that won their championship games. At U11 our two
BattleLax Teams played each other and our U11 Maroon team won. At the JV division, our U15 Maroon
team (playing up a level) won the championship in a very hard fought game against Centreville High
School’s JV team. Excellent job to all the players that competed this fall!
However, more than championships, I hope everyone we had a lot of fun this fall while gaining experience
and skills in lacrosse. We put our young men in some very competitive games this fall. Hopefully, they had
fun and will be stronger lacrosse players in this coming spring season. We plan to continue the BattleLax
program next summer. Look for registration information in early March 2013 and tryouts in late April or
early May. I expect the schedule to be similar to summer 2012; two or three travel tournaments right after
school ends and then maybe a local tournament in late July or early August. Next year we will look to
improve the program by building on the things we did well and hopefully correcting the things we did not
do as well.
I hope to see you all trying out next year!

BattleLax U11 Maroon & Black
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Coach & Player
Development Program
By Pete Hraba, Mike Fowler &
Carl Kielbasa
Manassas Battlefield Youth Lacrosse (MBYL) and Brigade Lacrosse, in conjunction with the
Potomac Lacrosse Chapter, Patriots High School, and US Lacrosse are hosting a Level 1 boys and
girls Coaches Clinic on February 10, 2013 at Patriots High School in Nokesville, VA from
9:00 am to 4:00 pm. This training, with special thanks to Mike Fowler, Carl Kielbasa and Patriot
High School, is open to all youth coaches. We are told that coaches will come from as far as
Pennsylvania and North Carolina; therefore, please keep in mind that we have no priority. Also
note that US Lacrosse recommends taking the online program (also Level 1) before attending the
live session. This clinic is open to boys and girls coach's who are interested in receiving Level 1
certification. US Lacrosse mandates that all its youth coaches be Level 1 certified in order to coach
at the youth level. To become Level 1 certified, you must be a US Lacrosse Coach member.
Please register as soon as possible.
Please click on this link to register:
http://www.uslacrosse.org/TopNav2Right/EducationTraining/USLCoachingEducationProgram
/CEPInstructionalClinics/Level1Clinics.aspx
Also, US Lacrosse recommends taking the on-line Level 1 course before attending the live
session. Click on this link
http://www.uslacrosse.org/TopNav2Right/EducationTraining/USLCoachingEducationProgram
/CEPOnlineCourses.aspx
Additional Information:
1)

Your US Lacrosse membership must be current through the day of the clinic.

2)

The registration fee for the Level 1 clinic is $70 and is subsidized $25 by the Potomac Chapter
of USL for their members, making the fee $45 when you register on line.

3)

Your registration fee includes lunch at all clinics.

4)

Online registration for all clinics closes 5 days prior to the scheduled clinic (or when the clinic
is sold out).

5)

You must be present for the full session to get credit for attending.

If you have any questions about the upcoming clinic please feel free to contact Michael Fowler
at hulax15@hotmail.com.
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First Annual Brigade
Golf Tournament…
Enormous Success!

On Monday October 8, 2012, Brigade held its First Annual
Golf Tournament at Evergreen Country Club in Haymarket,
VA. The league hosted 113 players during an all-day
extravaganza starting off with coffee, conversation and some
warm up time at the driving range. After their round, the golfers
were able to come inside for “Happy Hour” and a wonderful
buffet dinner. During dinner Sam Collingwood spoke to the
group of golfers and vendor sponsors and thanked everyone for
their support. He also stressed how important it was for everyone
to come together at events like this so our kids could continue to
play the sport they all love…LACROSSE! Prizes were awarded to golfers who got Closest to the Pin, the
Longest Drive and first and second place foursomes.
After a lot of hard work from the Golf Tournament Committee (Shelly Sullivan, Todd Sullivan, Karen Ellis,
Sue Ring, Howard Kartel and Sharon DeCoursey), the support of our Board, our league members and
vendor sponsors, we are thrilled to announce the event brought in approximately $3,000. Those funds will
go toward field usage fees, referees, field maintenance and equipment. Our sponsors were unbelievably
supportive and excited to contribute to such a great organization that is such an important part of so many
kids’ lives. We would like to thank our generous vendor sponsors: LaxWorld, Shaw Floors, ECS
Limited, Performance Essentials, Conversion Pipeline, Sports Authority, Dick’s Sporting
Goods, The Harvey Insurance Agency, Homes, Lowry, Horn & Johnson, Ltd. and Sport and
Health.
Please save the date for Monday, October 7, 2013 and join us for our Second Annual Golf Tournament
at Evergreen Country Club. We have already begun working on making this event bigger and better and
will begin working with the Marketing Committee very soon to organize our plans. We are very eager for
more volunteers to help; therefore, if you’re interested, please contact Sue Ring at
sring_5775@comcast.net. Even if you have never played golf, been part of organizing an event or
volunteered before, this is a great way to start. The organization is growing at amazing speed and we need as
many volunteers as we can get to assure the event’s continued growth.

Coach Eric Field
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League Announcements:
Boys and Girls Assessments:
Sunday, February 10th @ Grizzly Sports Complex
11am - 4pm
Sunday, February 17th @ Grizzly Sports Complex
11am - 4pm.
Boys and girls are assessed within their division; more details regarding the schedule per division will be provided
via the Brigade Web site, email communication, FaceBook and the January issue of the Crease.

Champion Discount Cards:

As an added benefit to the Spring 2013 registration fee, a Champion Discount Card will be distributed at
assessments to the first player from each participating family. Each card comes with a telephone app and can be
used in locations throughout the U.S. within a one-year timeframe. Instructions for use will be included with the
card.

Goalie Clinic:









Open to boys and girls who play goalie or just want to try the position.
Four (4) two-hour sessions (tentative schedule is Monday nights 6 – 8:00 p.m. in January).
Clinics will be held at the TripleEDGE lacrosse indoor lax facility in Chantilly -http://www.tripleedgelax.com
Full lacrosse equipment is required (see Brigade Web site for requirements for boys and girls). Goalie-specific
equipment will be provided on site for those who do not own such equipment.
Clinics are FREE to Brigade players; however, this program will involve a significant financial investment by
the league. Therefore, before we move forward we want to know who is interested in committing to this
opportunity. You will not be committing to playing goalie in the spring; you will only be committing to
trying goalie during the clinic.
Boys interested in this FREE clinic should email Jim Eckert at Brigade.Boys.Commissioner@gmail.com
Girls interested in taking advantage of this FREE clinic should email Tucker Ophof at
tucker.ophof@gmail.com
• Include player's name, birth date, and level of goalie experience.

Web Site Manager
Volunteer Needed…
We are currently looking for a "Website Manager" volunteer. After 7 years of volunteering and helping lead
MBYL/Brigade to the great league it is today, Howard Kartel is retiring from a full-time Board position at the end of
the 2013 season. Until then, Howard will continue his normal role on the Board and dedicate his time training the new
Website Manager. Howard will also continue as NVYLL's Treasurer. If lucky, we can continue to consult and rely on
his irreplaceable knowledge and guidance for many years to come. The following roles, responsibilities and skills are
required for the Website Manger position:








Technically inclined with a general understanding of website management, webhosting, email systems and domain
registration.
Attend monthly board meetings and committee meetings.
Manage league communications through email and FaceBook.
Create and manage registration(s) for the regular season as well as camps, clinics and events.
Ensure domains are registered and all hosting fees are paid.
Create support tickets and work with League Athletics to resolve technical issues.
Update and maintain website pages and user profiles and security.

If you have these skills and want to be part of shaping the bright future for Lacrosse in Western Prince William County,
please send me an email at samscoll@hotmail.com.
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Marketing Update
By Sue Ring

Brigade Vendor Sponsors and Spirit Nights: As 2012 comes to a close and we
ramp up our 2013 planning, we are working diligently and creatively to partner with local
businesses that will provide win-win solutions benefitting both the league and those businesses.
Lax World has continually stepped up; providing our league with discount coupons, clinic
management and instruction, and financial donations that go directly toward field usage fees
and new equipment. In 2013, Brigade will hold spirit nights at local establishments such as
Chik-Fil-A, Zinga’s, Sweet Frogs and Buffalo Wild Wings where a percentage of the
food sales are given back to the league. Additionally, vendors such as Dick’s Sporting
Goods, Harvey Insurance, Shaw Industries, My Plumber, Pev’s Paintball and
Sports Authority, provided corporate-sponsored donations to our First Annual Golf
Tournament, just to name a few. Take a look at the Brigade Web site and keep your eyes open
for email communication providing valuable coupons from Dick’s Sporting Goods, Lax
World and Sports Authority.

Brigade Uniforms and Web Store: Thank you to Performance Essentials for
working with the league to design and produce uniforms for our boys and girls that will
showcase the outstanding Brigade brand and make our players look and feel as awesome as they
play the game! Performance Essentials is a local full service, creative firm specializing in
providing unique designs on quality apparel and promotional products for teams, schools, and
businesses and will be working with Brigade during the next year to supply high-quality items on
our Web store.

Marketing Committee: We’re always looking for a few creative minds to help out with
our Marketing initiatives, and we’re hoping to get the Committee to meet every other month on
a weeknight evening convenient for all. Current Committee Members include Shelly Sullivan,
Sharon DeCoursey, Theresa Henry, Bobbi Lahah and Karen Ellis. The Committee will assist
with the coordination of various marketing programs (uniform distribution, Grizzly Day,
Brigade Golf Tournament, Pev’s End-of-Season Event… and MORE!) If you are interested in
joining the Brigade Marketing Committee, please contact Sue Ring at sring_5775@comcast.net.
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www.brigadelax.com
P.O. Box 555
Bristow, VA 20136
Commissioner: Sam Collingwood
samscoll@hotmail.com

Dir. of Assets & Equipment: Kevin Johnson
brigadelax@gmail.com

Vice Commissioner – Boys: Jim Eckert
Brigade.Boys.Commissioner@gmail.com

Dir. of Field Scheduling: Mary Herceg
meh022808@gmail.com

Vice Commissioner – Girls: Tucker Ophof
tucker.ophof@gmail.com

Director(s) of Team Development:
Pete Hraba & Mike Fowler
phraba@gmail.com; hulax15@hotmail.com

Secretary: Karen Ellis
Brigadesecretary@gmail.com
Member at Large: Gary Kugler
garykugler@aol.com
Treasurer: Chris Lenard
brigade.mbyl.treasury@hotmail.com
Director of Field Acquisitions: Kevin Mahoney
mahoneylax@gmail.com

Director of Marketing: Susan Ring
sring_5775@comcast.net
Website Manager: Howard Kartel
howis006@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor: Susan Ring
sring_5775@comcast.net
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