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Commissioner’s Corner
By Sam Collingwood
Hello Brigade LAX Families –
Thank you for an outstanding 2013 spring season! Especially all of our coaches, volunteers, and board members who
work so hard to ensure our lacrosse families have a positive experience. We set a few goals at the beginning of the
season and although we had a few growing pains, we accomplished them all. Most importantly, we were able to teach
almost 600 kids the great game of lacrosse and create some lasting memories.
The end of the season was a bit emotional for many of us at the U15 and 7/8 levels as our children are aging out of the
program and moving on to high school. We've been coaching a great group of kids, many since U9/K2, and it's
gratifying and sad all at the same time. We're proud to see them grow into outstanding young men and women on and
off the lacrosse field; however, it's sad to realize this is the last time you will coach your child in a youth sport. Not to
mention you realize you have a child in high school and time is flying bye… Thankfully, I still have a daughter in
Brigade for a few more years.
Some additional thoughts:
 Thank you to Karen Ellis for putting together a program that set expectations, roles and streamlined
communications and logistics with Team Managers. Her efforts set structure and clearly defined team manager roles
and responsibilities.
 Thank you to the many Coaches, who stepped up for the first time as head coaches, and for all of those who stepped
up to assist!
 Post season champions:
 UNDEFEATED Championship boys team: U15-C1 Team; Coach Matt Patterson
 Scott Thompson's U11-C1 Team caught fire in the playoffs and won their Championship Bracket!
 Thank you to Teena Thornton, Julie O'Neill, Rice Lilley, Gary and Mary Kugler and Tucker Ophof for
getting the BattleLax Girls program off the ground.
 We encourage each of you to join our Facebook page and use it as a positive resource to post pictures of games,
parents, teams, etc. https://www.facebook.com/BrigadeLacrosse
Finally, for those that don't know, our longtime Commissioner Howard Kartel "officially" retired from our Board of
Directors. Howard was instrumental in expanding MBYL and setting the foundation for what MBYL/Brigade is today.
He dedicated an enormous amount of his time to our league and community, and we are grateful for all his hard
work. Although we'll keep Howard's phone number close by, his regular leadership and expertise will be missed. So the
next time you see him around town be sure to shake his hand and say "Thank you"!
Thanks again for your support and please remember to “keep a stick in your child’s hand” this Summer, Fall and
Winter. Keep an eye on our website and FaceBook page for upcoming camps, clinics and leagues.
Best,
Sam

Boy’s Commissioner
Update
By Jim Eckert
Boy’s U15-A
The Brigade Boys Spring 2013 season went extremely well! Brigade Lacrosse was started in 2003 as
Manassas Battlefield Youth Lacrosse and in approximately 10 years we have grown to be the third largest
lacrosse program in Northern Virginia. This growth has been challenging to manage since we are bringing in
so many new players each year; however, we have also been very blessed to have also been able to bring in
some outstanding coaches. I would like to thank all of the boy’s coaches that volunteered this year! In my
first year as Boys Commissioner, I can honestly say you all made my job very easy and did a great job with
our boys. Thank You!!!
In 2013, we had 23 boy’s teams. Of those teams 10 teams made it into the semi-finals in their respective
tournament brackets, 4 teams made the championships and 2 teams won the championships for their division.
That is very impressive for a program of our size with the number of new lacrosse players we have in the
program.
Of the 23 teams we had this year, five were U15. In total we had 92 boys at U15 this year; the majority of
these boys will be moving on to High School next year. This is without a doubt the largest group of Brigade
players moving to high school. For those in this group please keep in mind that you can continue to play
lacrosse with Brigade as long as you meet the age requirement and are not playing at the high school level.
With this in mind, we will be holding off on the final determination of U15 teams until after the 2014 high
school teams are formed. Also in 2014 we are looking to add a U17 team for any high school age players who
are not on a high school team. So if you are interested in keeping your options open between Brigade and
high school, make sure you register with Brigade this fall. If you make a high school team, Brigade will
provide a full refund of your registration fee.

Coach Kartel;
Boy’s U13-C1

As we move in to the off-season, please make sure the boys keep their
lacrosse sticks in their hands until next spring. We strongly encourage
players to play multiple sports, but that does not mean that they do not
need to continue to work on their stick skills. I would like to encourage
all of our boys to commit to spending time playing wall ball this
offseason. If you want to perfect your stick skills, wall ball is the
absolute best way to do that. Go to YouTube and search “Lacrosse
Wall Ball” and you will get plenty of examples of drills. Here is just
one example to get you started:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=828UrMqW72k.

Thank you to all the players, parents and coaches for making this
season such a success! This is a volunteer organization and it does not
work without parent involvement. If you are interested in coaching for
the first time in 2014, please contact me. If you coached this year,
please expect a call from me this winter. We are expecting that we will
continue to grow by 15% to 20% next year and will need to continue to
develop both head coaches and assistant coaches.
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BattleLax Boys
Update
By Jim Eckert

The BattleLax Boys Summer
2013 program has fielded 10
teams from High School Elite to
U9. Through the last weekend in
June these teams have been on a
whirlwind cycle of tournaments
for the last three weekends. We
have had some tournament
championships and we have also
had some disappointing win/loss
results but in the case of all teams
our players are getting better,
improving and having fun, which
is the primary goal.

BattleLax Boys U15 Maroon

In July our BattleLax Elite team
will be heading to Champ Camp for our premier recruiting camp. All of our other teams
will be playing in the Battle of Bull Run tournament right here in Bristow, VA July 27th and
28th.
Please look for more information soon on our 2013 – 2014 offseason lacrosse program. We
will be doing tryouts this fall for the 2013 -2014 teams. This fall we will enter 2 or 3
tournaments in November after football season is over. Our offseason program is focused
on being secondary to fall sports like football and winter sports like basketball. We want to
keep players developing their lacrosse skills, but we also highly encourage multi-sport
athletes.
BattleLax will also be sponsoring several clinics during the off-season. Make sure you like
our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/BattleLaxLacrosse) for up to
date information on clinics, the fall program and more.
For more information on the BattleLax Fall 2013 program go to www.BattleLax.org
or email BattleLax.Lacrosse@gmail.com.

3

BattleLax Girls
Update
By Teena Thornton

We would like to thank you for supporting the BattleLax Girls
Program, which is comprised of 4 teams with rising 5th graders to 12th
graders. 2013 marks our inaugural year!
Our girls are becoming stronger with learned skills and strategies taught
by a staff which includes varsity coaches from Battlefield High School,
Patriot High School, Brentsville District High School, Stonewall
Jackson High School, as well current collegiate lacrosse players. By the
end of our summer session, we will have competed in 3 tournaments.
We look forward to the future… stay tuned!

BattleLax Girls White 2017
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Team Manager Update
By Karen Ellis
Brigade Secretary

After the crazy end-of-season activities, I hope all the Team
Managers are enjoying their summer and finding time to rest and
relax. Unfortunately, our attempts to organize a Team Manager dinner didn’t
work out due to busy schedules; however, I look forward to planning various
gatherings throughout the 2014 season where we can share thoughts and ideas.
Thank you to all of the Team Managers for dropping off the leftover Brigade
magnets and money. For those of you who still have magnets and/or cash on
hand, please contact Kevin Johnson via email at brigadelax@gmail.com.
At the last Brigade Board meeting, it was noted that the 2014 season marks the 10year anniversary of Manassas Battlefield Youth Lacrosse. If you plan to
sign-up to be a Team Manager for the Spring 2014 season, any support and
assistance you can provide to help out the league plan various ways to celebrate
this monumental milestone will be sincerely appreciated.
Finally, the work you performed as the 2013 Team Manager was greatly
appreciated by the Brigade Board, coaches, players, and parents. Many important
functions could not have been completed without your help and dedication. I
have heard from many league members regarding how the Team Managers were
an invaluable asset to the team, coaches, and the league. So, thank you again
from the bottom of my heart!!
Have a fabulous summer!
Karen Ellis
Brigade Lacrosse, Secretary
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Brigade Player Spotlight…
Brodie Carroll
Brodie Carroll played his first year of lacrosse this year for the

Brigade U9A team (Coach Jay Daugherty) and is currently playing on
the Battlelax U9 Maroon Summer tournament team (Coach Ben
Gould). To watch him play lacrosse or see him doing any other sport or
activity that he loves, you would never know he has an amazing story to
tell.
Brodie was 2 years and 2 months old when he was diagnosed with
Large B Cell Lymphoma. He had 90% cancer in his bone marrow and
blood and had numerous tumors but the doctors stopped counting at 10.
The doctors told us that one of his tumors was pressing on his brain and
spinal cord and had we waited, even one more day, he may have died in
his sleep. They told us this was a very aggressive type of cancer;
extremely rare for someone his age, and that he probably only had it for
several weeks to maybe several months. The doctors were not able to
give us much hope, either the treatments would work or they wouldn’t.
Brodie Carroll
They placed a port in his head and one in his chest so that they could
administer chemotherapy into his tiny little body. These treatments began early December 2006. The
majority of the treatments were inpatient and we spent many days in the hospital. Some of the treatments
were so harsh that the doctors warned us that he would get very sick and that the chemo might even end his
life. He was a brave little guy and his Dad calls him a Viking because he, even at a young age, was very bold
and courageous. He even did all of his MRI’s and CT scans with no sedation…something the technicians
said they had never seen a 2 year-old do before.
During this time, Brodie’s big brother Brock, who played on a U11B team this past Spring (Coach Chris
Lenard & Ronnie Buzzard), was only 4 at the time his brother was diagnosed and learned very young the
importance of life, loving others every day and that every day is a gift. Brock is an amazing kid, older brother
and is Brodie’s biggest supporter and fan. During the time of Brodie’s cancer treatments, we were expecting
our third child who was born in May of 2007 (she also will start playing LAX this spring). Brodie received
his last treatment on Father’s Day 2007, a day we will always remember in celebration. Brodie had his 6year cancer treatment follow-up appointment on a Thursday this June and two days later he had his first ever
“hat trick” (that’s 3 goals in a row!) at the Williamsburg tournament.
I like to call Brodie a cancer Thriver… not just a Survivor. He continues to amaze the doctors and us by
defying the odds of cancer and chemotherapy. Chemotherapy can wreak havoc on the body, not only during
treatment but also for the rest of the person’s life. Brodie is an all A+ student, funny, athletic, polite and
strives for excellence in everything he puts his mind to.
There are no words that could express our gratitude to all our friends and family for loving, helping and
praying for us during this time. To all the doctors and nurses at the Children’s National Medical
Center, Oncology Department, that loved him and cared for him, we are forever indebted (donations can be
made to benefit other young cancer patients via the Web – www.childrensnational.org). To Jesus we
are forever grateful for giving us faith and courage during this trial and most of all for saving Brodie’s life.
Going through this was far from easy... it changes who you are, how you look at and live life. Our family
lives each day thankful and grateful for what we have been given and we cherish every moment. With God
anything is possible. Brodie’s life is a living testimony of that truth. We are thrilled he gets to share his strong
spirit with the Brigade Lacrosse league.
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2013 Girl’s Rafter
Award Winner:
Tanner Ophof
Each year Brigade gives a "Rafter Award" to a U15 Boy and 7/8 Girl for
outstanding Sportsmanship, Citizenship and Leadership. It is not necessarily
intended to be an "MVP award", but is defined by a player who showed up to
practice and games ready to give 100%. This player has a positive attitude,
leadership qualities and is respectful to their coaches, teammates, the game, and a
model student and role model within our community. Basically, an all around good
kid who works really hard at doing the right thing and being a good teammate.
The Brigade Lacrosse league is pleased to present the 2013 Girl’s Rafter Award to
Tanner Ophof!
As one of the Captains and offensive leaders of her 7/8-A Team, she was
responsible making sure her teammates where in the correct positions when plays
were called. Tanner showed her leadership both on and off the field as well as
during games and practices. She made sure to
manage her academic and athletic schedule and did
not miss a practice or game. She always maintained
a positive attitude and never criticized teammates,
opponents or officials. Tanner will continue playing
lacrosse this summer participating in the inaugural
Girls BattleLax Season.
Tanner is an excellent student at Marstellar Middle
School taking advanced courses and is a National
Junior Honor Society member.
Congratulations Tanner Ophof! Brigade wishes you
the best of luck as you move forward and hopefully
continue to play lacrosse and be a leader at Patriot
High School.

Tanner Ophof
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2013 Boy’s Rafter
Award Winner:
Tyler Clark
This year’s Rafter Award for the boys was a tough decision with several strong leaders being
considered and nominated by their coaches. However, one young man did stand out for his
leadership and attitude with his U15C team.
The Brigade Lacrosse league is pleased to present the 2013 Boy’s Rafter Award to Tyler Clark!
Tyler is the defensive leader of his U15C team. Tyler took leadership of the entire defense and has
become a student of the game putting in a ton of work outside of practice, watching MLL and
collegiate lacrosse, and researching online ways to improve his defensive play. He shares this
knowledge with the entire defense. Tyler functions effectively as an on field defensive coach for
his team. He huddles them up prior to face off and gets them fired up. Each of the defensive
players have told their coach at one time or another this season that they feel comfortable playing
their position, knowing that Tyler is there in the middle and will have their back if they were to
make a mistake.
Tyler is an honor student at Battlefield High School
and gives back to the community and to the league.
On numerous occasions, Tyler has assisted in
painting the lacrosse fields at GSC on Friday’s after
school and cleaning up the facility so it will look
good on Saturday mornings when teams come to
our house to play. He is a youth referee for the
Grizzlies flag football program and assists in the
snack bar and with parking. Even on the days he
was not officiating this season, he still came to the
field in the morning and helped in the snack bar the
entire day right up to helping close the fields down
that night. A 15 year old giving up 12 hours of a
free Sunday to volunteer for a program that he no
longer plays in is impressive.

Tyler Clark

To quote Tyler’s head coach Matt Patterson:
“Overall, Tyler is the kid that you want your kids to
hang out with. “
Congratulation Tyler Clark! Brigade wishes you the
best of luck as you move forward and hopefully
continue to play lacrosse and be a leader at Battlefield High School.
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League Announcements:
Camps and Clinics: Check out details regarding boy’s and girl’s lacrosse Camps and Clinics
via the Brigade Web site by clicking on the Camps and Clinics tab. Additionally, the league
will broadcast via email and FaceBook details regarding camps in our area. A complete US
Lacrosse listing was included in the March issue of Lacrosse Magazine, and was included in the
March issue of the Crease (archived issues of the Crease can be found at www.brigadelax.com).

Marketing Update
By Sue Ring
Web Store: Keep your eyes open for new spirit wear items when the store opens again toward
September, in advance of the Fall tournament and game league season.
Vendor Sponsors: A big thank you to Northwest Federal Credit Union and Grafton
Street Restaurant for their sponsorship of the league. Northwest Federal Credit Union is
located at 7500 Webb Drive in Gainesville. Contact hdevers@nwfc.org, kthornton@nwfcu.org,
spickett@nwfcu.org or lmason@nwfcu.org for more information – or visit them on the Web at
www.nwfcu.org. Justin Holohan (Owner; Grafton Street Restaurant) and his team at Grafton
Street, located at 7380 Atlas Walk Way in Gainseville, are happy to help you and your family with
your dining and private event needs. Contact Justin at Justin@graftonstreetva.com or visit them on
the Web at www.graftonstreetva.com.
Spirit Nights: We will be announcing additional league spirit nights with local establishments
toward the end of the Summer. Tentative spirit night vendors include Effee’s Frozen Yogurt,
Chipotle, Little Caesars Pizza and Zinga!. If you have any suggestions regarding spirit night
opportunities that will help raise funds for the league, please contact Sue Ring at
sring_5775@comcast.net.
Brigade Player Spotlight: You will notice we’ve included a new component to the Crease –
the Brigade Player Spotlight. Each issue, we will include an article that looks into the life of a
player – boy or girl – showing another dimension of that child. If you would like to have an article
included in a future issue of the Crease highlighting something special about your son or daughter,
please email Sue Ring at sring_5775@comcast.net.
Uniform Committee Update: The Brigade Lacrosse Uniform Committee Members -- Lena
Shafer, Theresa Henry, Kristine Adams, and Lisa Walsh, along with Kevin Johnson
(Director of Equipment), Howard Kartel (Member at Large) and Sue Ring (Director of
Marketing), met in mid-June to begin planning and coordination of the uniform procurement and
design process. Committee members will spearhead logistics associated with a Uniform Sizing Day
planned for the Fall of 2013, as well as uniform distribution in March 2014. More details will be
forthcoming. If you would like to get involved and help determine ways to improve the process,
please contact Sue Ring at sring_5775@comcast.net.
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B rigade L acrosse and Nationwide Insurance Partnership

W ANT T O E ARN
B R I G A D E L A C R OSSE $20?
O ur G O A L : $2,500 or 125 B rigade L acrosse F amilies.

ST E P 1: L et Bill & his team review your C ar & Home Insurance (2 nd opinion)
ST E P 2: T he Harvey Insurance Agency will donate $20 per review to B rigade L acrosse!
Our local Nationwide Insurance Agent, Bill H arvey of T he H arvey Insurance Agency,
has been an outstanding L O C A L sponsor of Brigade Lacrosse.
C O N T A C T B I L L A T harveyb@nationwide.com O R A T T H E N U M B E R B E L O W!

!
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www.brigadelax.com
P.O. Box 555
Bristow, VA 20136
Commissioner: Sam Collingwood
samscoll@hotmail.com

Dir. of Assets & Equipment: Kevin Johnson
brigadelax@gmail.com

Vice Commissioner – Boys: Jim Eckert
Brigade.Boys.Commissioner@gmail.com

Dir. of Field Scheduling: Mary Herceg
meh022808@gmail.com

Vice Commissioner – Girls: Tucker Ophof
tucker.ophof@gmail.com

Director(s) of Team Development:
Pete Hraba & Mike Fowler
phraba@gmail.com; hulax15@hotmail.com

Secretary -- Karen Ellis
Brigadesecretary@gmail.com
Member at Large: Gary Kugler
garykugler@aol.com
Treasurer: Chris Lenard
brigade.mbyl.treasury@hotmail.com
Director of Field Acquisitions: Kevin Mahoney
mahoneylax@gmail.com

Director of Marketing: Susan Ring
sring_5775@comcast.net
Website Manager: Dawn Jewell
circusmom03@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Susan Ring
sring_5775@comcast.net

