
EPBA BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 11, 2011 

 
 
President Steve Rutledge called the EPBA Board meeting to order on 9/11/11 at 7:30 
PM.  In attendance were 15 board members (Scott Soderberg, Steve Rutledge, Doug 
Kaufman, Mark Sperr, Paul Samanant, Kurt Elyea-Wheeler, Sarah Phillips, Gary 
Kraemer, Scott Hackett, Sue Fuller, Joe Blauert, Rob Wassenaar, Jim DeMets, Charlie 
Becker, Don Blasy), 5 associate board members (Dave Stis, Mike Weed, Chris Wetmore, 
Ann Martinka, Dale Young), and 2 guests (Lyndell Frey, Bob Buteyn). 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
 
President: Steve Rutledge   
 -Nothing to report. 
 
VP Community League Division: Kurt Elyea-Wheeler 
 -There was only one “incident” during the season, which was handled 
appropriately per the EPBA discipline policy.  The Community Division is in the process 
of refining rules for next year. 
 -Registration was down this year about 45-50 players.  We need to address this 
going forward through promotion and advertising. 
 -We had a good response to the Community League surveys. 
 -We once again experimented with “pick-up” ball in the late summer. 
 
VP Travel Division: Doug Kaufman 
 -Congratulations to 13AAA, 15AAA, and Legion, who all won championships! 
 -We are continuing to explore moving Travel tryouts earlier, looking at additional 
locations, and to free up the dome during the post-tryout weekend for practices. 
 -Having a 13B2 team playing at Riley would work if needed. 
 -We want to continue to have non-parent coaches for the 15s and higher levels. 
 -Coaches’ interviews will take place in November, and advertisements will be 
placed in the papers by the end of September. 
 -We will again be requesting coaches to provide player rankings to assist with the 
travel team drafts. 
 
Secretary: Scott Soderberg 

-May 2011 Board Minutes were sent around to board members, and corrections 
made in June.  Don Blasy moved to have the minutes approved, Gary Kraemer second.  
Approved. 
 
Treasurer: Mark Sperr 
 -Mark provided a comprehensive spreadsheet for YTD finances through 8/31/11.  
Income was lower than expected due to 45 fewer players in Community this year. 
 



COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 
 
Education: Tony Ruemmele 
 -Tony asked if we should continue to the Saturday winter pitching clinics.  The 
great success of the clinics in the past was noted, and the board supported having Tony 
continue to conduct the training sessions.  
 
Equipment: Rob Wassenaar 
 -Rob is updating catching shin pads; he is also looking for volunteers to re-lace 
several catcher’s mitts. 
 -Next year’s requirement to use BBCORE bats will require updating various team 
bags. 
 -85% of team bags have been returned, and most were cleaned out very well.  
 
Field Scheduling: Joe Blauert 
 -The scheduling went very well this past season.  Great job Joe! 
 
Field Maintenance: Gary Kraemer 
 -A meeting was held between Gary, Scott, Mark, and representatives of the city 
on July 26th at the new Flying Cloud fields regarding potential upgrades (batting cages, 
scoreboards, etc.) to be done at EPBA’s expense.  Discussions continue.  
 
Fundraising: Charlie Becker 
 -The Pancake Breakfast will be held on May 5, 2012 at the Community Center.  
Charlie is looking for a board member or others to assist him this year, as it is a very 
large undertaking to organize and present.  Please contact Charlie with any help you can 
give him—it would be very much appreciated by Charlie and the board.  
 
Legion: Scott Hackett 

-Scott thanked the board for the generous financial and labor support that it 
provided to the Legion team in hosting the 2011 MN Legion State Tournament. 

-Bob Buteyn appeared on behalf of the State Tournament Committee and gave 
special thanks for the board’s help with use of the website, selling banquet tickets, 
concessions, and Lyndell Frey’s (City of EP) help in many areas.  Bob read a letter from 
Darwin Berg, State Director of the Minnesota American Legion, complimenting the EP 
Legion and the EPBA on an extraordinarily run tournament that was the best he’d ever 
experienced.  Congratulations and thank you to all who gave of themselves to make this 
tournament an overwhelming success. 

-The board also thanked Bob, Stacy Skjefte and Scott Hackett for making the 
tournament the tremendous success that it was.  It was noted that the state tournament 
success and the Legion’s eventual National Championship reflected very well on the 
EPBA as well, and for that, the board is extremely grateful to them for all of their hard 
work!  

  
 



 
Miller Building/Concessions: Scott Soderberg  
 -We are once again exploring pursuing a Hennepin Count Grant for the purpose 
of receiving financial assistance to install dugout covers, batting cages, nets, etc. at Grill, 
Franlo, and/or Round Lake.  There are a number of variables, and discussion is ongoing.  
This would require EP City Council approval, and the application must be submitted by 
October 14.  
 
Registration/Pictures: Susan Fuller 
 -We need to further discuss requiring players receiving scholarships for 
registration fees to be required to volunteer for picture day.  Sue wished to table the 
discussion for now, due to the numerous issues requiring attention tonight. 
 
Tournaments: Jim DeMets 
 -The EP Tournament will again be held on Mother’s Day Weekend in May 2012.  
This year we need to discuss have EMTs available, as there were some injury issues last 
year. 
 -The State U11 AAA tournament will be held at Miller Park the 3rd weekend in 
July. 
 -Jim is looking for someone to take over the Tournament Committee. 
 
Umpires: Paul Samanant 
 -Generally things went very smoothly this year, with only the typical issues. 
 -We should revisit compensation levels for umpire service. 
 -The issue of mandatory umpire training with MYAS will be considered. 
  
Uniforms: Sarah Phillips 
 -The new uniforms worked out well this year, with no complaints or issues.  The 
design of the hats will be discussed in future meetings.  One of the goals of the hat design 
and policy will be to eliminate the use of non-authorized caps by travel teams. 
 
Winter Clinic: Don Blasy 
 -Don reported that the Winter Clinic had its best year ever.  Tremendous job Don, 
congratulations on all your hard work over the years to make this a great program, and 
thank you! 
 
Old Business: 
 -None.  
 
New Business: 
 -Steve polled the board members whose terms expire in October as to their 
intentions of returning.  Kurt Elyea-Wheeler yes, Scott Soderberg yes, Sue Fuller yes, 
Gary Kraemer moving to Associate Board member, Tony Ruemmele undecided. 
 -Changing the website password and having different levels of access for various 
board members was discussed. 



 -Steve Rutledge made a motion to add a Board Member position who would chair 
a new Communications Committee.  Scott Soderberg second.  Approved. 
Adjournment: 
 -Joe Blauert moved for adjournment.  Don Blasy second.  Adjourned 9:21 p.m. 
 
 
 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON October 9, 2011 at EPCC; 6:45 PM 
Community Division meeting, 6:45 PM Travel Division meeting, 7:30 PM Full 
Board meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


