FAQ’s for Jr. Referees:

What is the age requirement for a Jr. Referees for the Srping 2009 season?

The age requirement is (taken directly from the registration form) “(all Jr. Referees must turn 12 by June 30th but not yet age-eligible for certification; 13 by June 30th)”.
Why has the age requirement changed from last season?
As some of you may know already; ONLY certified grade-8 referees can officiate rec-plus games (this requirement was introduced by the CJSA last year; it is not a WSA change).  Due to this policy the WSA needed to beef up the Grade 8 certified referee pool while also minimizing the Jr. Referee pool (due to shortage of games at that age level).  Many 13 year olds (and their families() went through the difficult process of juggling busy schedules in order to become Grade 8 certified; thankfully we have 23 newly certified Grade 8 referees.  Our Jr. Referee pool is about 30 kids.
Who is in charge of assigning?
Thankfully Karen Pearsall has agreed to continue assigning for this pool.  As some of you may know, she was the assignor last season and we wanted to create a familiar, seamless transition going into this season.  We were able to extend her membership with the WSA in order to comply with our rules in that area and are so grateful that she will be continuing.  

What should my Jr. Referee do in order to prepare for his/her first game?

First off, the Jr. Referee should summarize his/her referee handbook and make sure it’s in his/her referee bag at all games (any bag will do).  This handbook can be found online under the referee tab (at the top of the page).  Next she/he will need the appropriate gear:  a hand whistle (that wraps around 2 fingers; no lanyards are allowed due to safety issues), a watch with the ability to keep the time, the black referee jersey (which can be purchased through Tracey Dean for $12), the Jr. Referee patch (provided at the trainings, same patch from last year).  Black shorts, socks and shoes.  Please make sure the Jr. Referee arrives at least 15 minutes prior to the game.

What should I do if my Jr. Referee has any problems/issues during a game? 
We can’t say this enough!  PLEASE contact any/all of us if your child has difficulty with a match for ANY reason.  We want to know about difficult coaches, players or parents.  These Jr. Referees will (fingers crossed!) be our future certified referees and we want to insure that they remain happy and positive about their experience.  There are NO small issues; we let the kids know this at the training.  All contact information can be found on the website under the referee tab… please don’t hesitate to contact us(
How does my Jr. Referee get paid?

All Jr. Referees should have received payment vouchers.  These vouchers are to be filled out and signed by either coach at the games.  The address to send vouchers to is provided on the vouchers themselves.  I suggest that Jr. Referees sit down pre-season and fill out vouchers with as much information as they have now (i.e. name address and check off Jr. Referee) this way they won’t have to do it at the field.  If you need more vouchers, please contact Carole Allers or Tracey Dean and we’ll get them to you.  You can have them check off Jr. Referee as there are no more “beginning Jr referees” anymore, but either one is fine as the pay is the same.
Can my Jr. Referee officiate a sibling’s match?

The quick answer to this is “yes”.  While at the certified level, referees are prohibited from officiating a match that has relatives playing, Jr. Referees only do intramural games and are therefore fall under “club” rules.  Understanding that parents would like to make ONE trip to the field on a Saturday morning(, we allow siblings to referee.  However; the best case scenario would be to have the Jr. Referee on the match neighboring the one that the sibling is playing in.  If it’s not assigned that way, the Jr. referee can switch with one of the Jr. Referees on the neighboring game.  This would be the perfect situation, however there are not always 2 games going on at the same time.  Try your best to avoid the conflict, but know it’s not a hard and fast rule at the 2nd grade level.  Obviously the purpose of this rule is to protect the Jr. Referee from ridicule, which can come from coaches and players unfortunately.  It’s in the referee’s best interest to avoid any appearance of favoritism (although we all know most of our kids would NOT be favoring their siblings().
