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Robert Digiovanni 
Robert “Bob” DiGiovanni started out as a goalie at Lower Merion 
High School in Philadelphia, PA. He then played goalie for Cornell 
University from 1960-1963 and won the Cornell University team 
MVP award in 1963. 

Coming to Ann Arbor in 1965, he helped establish the first 
University of Michigan team and played for several years before 
serving as player/coach. He coached off and on during the 1970’s 
before returning to coach full time from 1985 through 1997. While 
at Michigan, the team compiled a record of 198 wins and 54 
losses, and never had a losing season. 1988 was the “Year of the 
Family” as Bob’s two sons played on the U of M team, a third son 
was ball boy, and wife Judy was the scorekeeper. It was a role she 
filled for nearly all of his tenure in Ann Arbor.

In the early years, the Michigan Lacrosse Club had a very loose 
affiliation of Michigan students and interested lacrosse players 
from throughout the Ann Arbor community. Bob DiGiovanni moved 
the club towards an all undergraduate team, starting it on the 
path to its current varsity-club status.

While still coaching at Michigan, Bob founded and coached the 
Pioneer High School lacrosse team in 1990, with his youngest son 
playing as a senior. He coached the team from 1990 through 1995. 
In 1990, Bob, in his first year as head coach, led the young 
Pioneer team to its first B Division State Championship 
appearance. Two years later, Pioneer won the1992 B Division State 
Championship, the only state lacrosse championship in its history.

One Big Happy Family

Big Win! All Smiles!

Michigan Wins the Big 10!
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