BYBA Inclement Weather Policy
Relating to the weather, the goals of the BYBA are:
• To promote the safety of all participants and spectators
• Attempt to “complete” games when practical
• Minimize inconvenience as much as possible.
Spring and summer weather can change quickly and frequently with little
warning. BYBA will monitor the situation as best as possible and will typically
use multiple source of media to base our decisions. The NOAA National
Weather Service (www.weather.gov) and The Weather Channel
(www.weather.com) are the most commonly used sources along with local news
websites and radio stations.
Communications of weather related issues:
• If given enough time in advance, BYBA will make every attempt to post on
its website (www.byronyouthbaseball.com) any changes or cancellations
in the baseball games or practices by 4:00 PM for that day. Occasionally,
the decision will be made after 4:00 PM, in the event of this occurring a
coach from your player’s team will be notified and they will contact the
players. Alternatively, you may contact the BYBA officers to receive an
update on the weather.
The two most common threats of weather we need to be most concerned with
are thunderstorms and heat.

I. Thunderstorms Guidelines:
BYBA has implemented the following guideline to deal with the potential of
severe weather at all baseball games and practices.
A. Lightning – Lightning frequently occurs during and/or prior to a storm
an extra caution is needed to protect everyone in the immediate area. At
the FIRST incident of lightning:
• All persons will immediately seek safe shelter,
• The game will be suspended. The coaches and umpires
shall decide whether the remainder of the game canceled
OR if a 30-minute delay (from the last lightning strike) will be
observed.
The 30-minute delay may be observed in anticipation of resuming play if
(1) safe shelter for all in attendance is available (including cars) and (2)
the likelihood appears that threatening conditions will dissipate. BYBA

encourages participants, coaches, umpires and parents to observe for and
report any lightning to the coaches and umpire.

B. Significant Weather Advisory (Special Weather Statement…) - A
strong thunderstorm is indicated by Doppler weather radar, containing
small hail below 1 inch (2.5 cm) diameter, and/or strong winds of 39–57
miles per hour. These advisories are issued on a county by county basis.
These are issued as special weather statements written in the style of
severe thunderstorm warnings, rather than being an official product itself.
• Weather conditions will be closely monitored by coaches,
umpires and BYBA,
• Plans should be made by the coaches and communicated to
the participants and parents as to safe shelter,
• Parents should stay at the facility to facilitate evacuation if
need be.
C. Severe Thunderstorm Watch - Conditions are favorable for the
development of severe thunderstorms in and close to the watch area. A
severe thunderstorm contains large damaging hail of 1 inch (2.7 cm)
diameter or larger, and/or damaging winds greater than 58 mph (95 km/h
or 50 knots) or greater. Isolated tornadoes are also possible but not
expected to be the dominant severe weather event.
• Weather conditions will be closely monitored by coaches,
umpires and BYBA,
• Plans should be made in advance by the coaches and
communicated to the participants and parents as to safe
shelter,
• Parents should stay at the facility to facilitate evacuation if
need be.
D. Severe Thunderstorm Warning - A severe thunderstorm is indicated by
Doppler weather radar or sighted by spotters. A severe thunderstorm
contains large damaging hail of 1 inch in diameter or larger, and/or
damaging winds of 58 mph or greater and may include tornado
activity.
• All practice and games will be called off. NO activities will be
held during a warning time period.

II. BYBA Heat Index Guidelines:
BYBA has implemented the following guidelines to deal with extreme heat at all
baseball games and practices. This policy is to provide participants and
spectators with a standard for safe play during times of extreme heat.

BYBA will depend largely on the National Weather Service readings at the Dodge
Center Airport. The two important factors are the temperature and humidity. The
heat index is calculated based on Figure 1.
Figure 1

BYBA has defined five heat index zones. These zones are based on
recommended guidelines published by the American College of Sports Medicine
(ACSM) for participation in sports activities during periods of extreme heat.
Because the heat index does not take into account wind and direct sunlight, the
following modification will be made to the heat index.
Sunny days with little wind (<10 mph) add 3.6oF to the heat index.
Cloudy days with wind (<10 mph) subtract 3.6oF to the heat index.
White Zone
Heat index of 65-80 oF. In this range, the participant is in very little danger from
heat and no special measurers will be taken by BYBA.
Yellow Zone
Heat index of 81-98 oF. In this range, coaches will be encouraged to take extra
steps to protect their players by making sure they keep them hydrated and by
encouraging frequent substitution during games and practices.
Orange Zone
Heat index of 99-105 oF. In this range, BYBA will implement the following at
games:
All measures taken in the Yellow Zone must be followed.
players/spectators/others.
Catchers will be allowed to catch only two innings in succession.
If it is practice day, coaches are instructed to keep players well hydrated and to
take frequent breaks.

Red Zone
Heat index of 106-115 oF. In this range, BYBA will implement the following at
games:
All measures taken in the Yellow and Orange Zone must be followed.
All games will have a 1 hour time limit.
Cancellations are at the discretion of BYBA as well.
If it is practice day, all practices will be canceled.
Black Zone
Heat index of 106-115 oF. BYBA will cancel all games and practices.
Cancellations will be posted on the BYBA website.
NotesDuring the course of the day, heat index will rise and fall depending upon a
number of factors. BYBA will try to post any cancellations on the website by 4
PM of that day.
The above are merely guidelines and it is the responsibility of parents to make
the ultimate decision as to the participation of their child in BYBA activities when
heat may become a factor, taking into consideration the age and physical
condition of their child. Parents also have the ultimate responsibility to inform
their child about the dangers of heat and need for their protection, including
sunscreen and proper hydration.

