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Investing in youth...
One of the most ambitious projects
undertaken by the Tyrone New York
club has been the establishment of
their underage coaching programme,
with children as young as four and
five years of age, both boys and girls,
coming along to their weekly training
sessions.
Their Saturday morning gatherings regularly attract up to 26 youngsters, all keen to sign up to the Tyrone New York experience and to be
the future stars of the club. Administrative obstacles have thus far limited
their opportunities to promote themselves more widely and to fully participate in competition, but it is impossible to hold back progress when
there is so much enthusiasm and momentum driving it forward.
The club’s youth development officer is Greencastle native Tracey Ann
McCullagh, who has herself enjoyed a
decorated footballing career which
last season saw her play a key role for
the New York ladies side in their
march to the All-Ireland Junior final.
She believes that the underage programme has been a huge success so
far, and is just the first step in the
club’s ambition to eventually field
teams at all levels from under-8
through to senior level, in both mens
and ladies codes.
“It was something which had been
talked about for a few years, but last
year we actually got it up and running. Of course it is still in its infancy,
but we are delighted with the level of
progress we have made and the sort
of numbers we have had involved in
the programme.
“In the first instance, we reached
out to the Tyrone people out here,
and they responded wholeheartedly.
But over time we are seeing that expand through word of mouth as the
numbers continue to increase.”
The club last year put twelve of its
members through coaching courses
facilitated by New York GAA, and
they will continue to grow their
coaching staff as the programme expands, and the necessity for more
coaches increases.
“Simon Gillespie is the New York
Games Development Officer, and he
has been very helpful to us. He has
worked closely with our club every
step of the way, and everything we
have needed in order to make this
happen he has assisted us with, so we
are very grateful to him for that.”
Last year their sessions were ran
alongside soccer coaching which was
taking place at the same time, and
their sporting counterparts were fascinated by the new game they were
watching being played in front of
them. Tracey Ann hopes that before
too long, those youngsters and many
more like them will have the opportunity to try out Gaelic football for
themselves, and through time go on
to pull on the white and red jersey of
Tyrone New York.
“We started out by reaching out to
the Tyrone people here, simply because it was easier for us to make a
connection with them. The ultimate
goal is of course to have a coaching
programme which contains children
from all backgrounds, including
those who may have no Irish connections at all and who just want to experience our games. For us, it’s about
spreading the GAA into communities
and areas where it would not normally reach, while at the same time building the future generations of Tyrone
New York players and helping to safeguard the future of our club.”

A NEW YORK GAA SCENE...A section of some of the youth that Tyrone NY GAA are bringing through the ranks, on the Gaelic Park pitch, with the famous traintracks behind

Ireland senior final the previous year.
As they prepare to get the 2012
campaign underway, the manager is
confident that his side can once again
challenge for honours.
“There has been a big turnover alright, but I think that Tyrone New
York will always be there or thereabouts. There’s a pride and a passion
associated with this club that few others can match.
“Last year we had a lot of players
from all over Tyrone, but then we had
other lads from across Ulster and beyond. But if you traced it back far
enough there were usually Tyrone
roots there somewhere, even Sean
Armstrong from Galway whose
grandfather was from Fintona, and
Niall Farrell from Meath whose previous parents come from Carrickmore
and Errigal Ciaran.
“It didn’t even need to be said, because it goes without saying that the
Tyrone New York jersey is to be worn
with pride. Many moons ago I wore
one myself, and it was hard earned.
When you wear it, you give it everything.”
Last year they lost out to a Leitrim
outfit who made it back-to-back title
wins in the New York senior decider,

and the boss insists that no stone will
be left unturned in their pursuit of
that senior title which has eluded
them for so long.
“Last year we had some outstanding footballers, they put the head
down and in the end we have only
ourselves to blame for not winning
that final. We came close, and the
challenge for us now is to take that
core group of players, build on it, and
try to go that one step further.”
One of the key components of Donnelly’s team will be his fellow Dromore man Conor McNabb. He made
the move to New York in May 2007
and insists that the New York experience is one which any young footballer here should try if the opportunity presents itself.
“| came out here for work at the
start, but quickly got involved in the
football side of things, and to be honest it was the best move I ever made.
You get to meet and make friends
with boys who you would never have
crossed paths with at home, even
though they’re only 20 minutes up the
road, but out here you’re all the one,
and it really is like one big family.
“It’s a better way of life out here I
think, better weather and a totally

On the edge of glory...
Colm Donnelly took over the reins
as the club’s senior team manager for
last season following his move to New
York, the home town of his wife. The
Dromore man is well known in Tyrone footballing circles, having led
the county’s ladies team to the All-

HOLDING ON TIGHT… A match scene from a youth game

different way of life. You work hard
and play hard, the chance to do
things you simply don’t get to do at
home. I’d advise any young person to
try it at least, even if only for the
three months of a summer. At the end
of the day if it doesn’t work out,
you’re only a plane ride away from
home.”

The social network...
All-Ireland winning midfielder Mickey Coleman is certainly no stranger
to Tyrone New York, with an association going back more than a decade.
The Ardboe singer-songwriter has
made the move to base himself in the
Big Apple, and is currently coaching
the New York side ahead of their Connacht championship opener next
month. He certainly recognises the
importance to immigrants of being
part of a GAA club when they are
abroad, and insists that being involved with an established and decorated club like Tyrone New York can
make a huge difference when establishing yourself in those new surroundings.
“I used to come out and play for Tyrone here regularly. At that time it
was the weekend sanctions, you
could have come out here and played
a game on the Sunday, flew home and
played a game for your club again on
the Monday night. That has changed
obviously, and you’re not allowed to
do that any more.
“I played here again last year, my-

self and Kieran Campbell came out
for the break during the league and
Championship with Ardboe, and
played three months with Tyrone
here. It was very enjoyable, and hopefully I’ll get the chance to pull on the
boots for them again this season.
“When you join up with a club out
here, it’s all about the networking.
You get to meet new people, if you’re
playing for a club out here then you’ll
always get a bit of work and a place to
stay, you’ll never be stuck.”
Coleman recognises that the intense work life which many players
endure, with early starts and long
days, can have a detrimental effect on
their ability to train. However, he
points to the fact that the standard of
football on show goes through a
marked increase in quality as the season goes by.
With four county players allowed
to join each club on summer sanctions, it means that the end of the
championship sees clashes with eight
county men on the field.
The most important aspect of it all
though is the shared identity of playing their native games, the competitive spirit, and the opportunity to be
part of something which is held so
special by so many.
“The first priority for people over
here is work, it has to be. The football
definitely has more of a social slant to
it, a chance to meet up and share that
common ground. It keeps that whole
ethos of what you grew up with. It
definitely helps you out and helps
people to settle.”

It goes without saying that the Tyrone New York
jersey is to be worn with pride. Many moons
ago I wore one myself, and it was hard earned.
When you wear it, you give it everything
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Tyrone NY Club Officers 2012
A LITTLE TASTE OF IRELAND… (From top, clockwise) Tyrone legend Peter Canavan, with
his nephew and former Tyrone NY GAA Chairman, Ryan Canavan; the Tyrone team prepare for battle in the senior Championship decider; and no matter where you roam, the
rivalry across the Blackwater is always strong as Tyrone take on Armagh

Cairde Tir Eoghain...
As with any club, the ability to raise
finances to support existing structures and to branch out into new areas is simply essential. In order to
help them achieve their aims, Tyrone
NY have established the ‘Cairde Tir
Eoghan Nua Eabhrac’ initiative.
This collection of like-minded individuals and businesses, including
some of the biggest commercial entities in New York, who want to show in
a very positive way that they are an
integral part of the club. They help to
provide the sort of financial assistance and support required to sustain
and develop the club from grassroots
upwards. Given that many of those individuals are previous players and
committee members of the club, they
provide a vital support system for the
current officers. Without their input,

the club would simply not be able to
follow through with their ambitious
aims and to keep contesting for honours at the highest level, with the satisfaction for donors of knowing they
have played their part.
The inaugural event for the Cairde
Tir Eoghain initiative will be a golf
outing in May, a chance for members
to mix and mingle whilst at the same
time showing their support for the
club. It is just the first of a series of
events planned as part of the Cairde
Tir Eoghain calendar.
The efforts of the Cairde Tir
Eoghain initiative are coupled with
the unwavering support of longstanding sponsors Celtic General
Contracting Inc.
The current president of the company, which builds corporate interiors throughout New York city, is

Patrick Clarke, a proud Irish-American, born and raised in the Bronx,
whose dedication to the club is just as
strong as his father before him. The
family-run company, which was established by Galbally native Patsy
Clarke, have been one of the key sup-

porters of the Tyrone NY side, while
at the same time also sponsoring the
jersies of the Galbally Pearses club
back home.
c.woods@gaeliclife.com
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