TRYOUT GENERAL  INFORMATION
SALEM YOUTH HOCKEY
1. Please check the tryout schedule posted on the SYH website. 
· Session I (Skills) will be based on the first letter of player’s last name.
· Session II (Game play) will be based on pinney # and color from Session I.
NOTE: No Session changes without prior approval 

2. Players are expected to arrive at least 30 minutes prior to each tryout session in order to check in and be assigned a tryout pinney number. 
· Players must confirm/provide an e-mail address at check-in.
· Players must complete all registration paperwork for the upcoming season and pay all related fees.   
· No player with an outstanding account balance due will be allowed to tryout. 
· Bantam and Midget players should indicate their position (F/D).
3. Due to the large number of players, it is important that we start promptly on the ice. If you are late, your child may miss the opportunity to skate and be judged in all drills, which could affect their overall rating. 

· Players leaving a session early without any prior consent or valid reason (injury, sickness, etc.) will be handled as having missed the session. 

4. No names are allowed on the back of jerseys. 
5. Attendance at both tryout sessions is required to be eligible for placement on a team other than the lowest team at that age level. If for some reason (e.g. injury, illness, etc) a player cannot make a tryout, the Registrar must be contacted in advance of the session.  Consideration of an “excused absence” request will only be given to properly registered players providing medical documentation to verify injury/sickness. Excused absence approval will require a majority vote of the Executive Board of Directors (EBoard).
6. No make-up sessions and no make-up scores will be given for a missed session.
7. Tryouts take priority over practice, so disregard any scheduled practices on the schedule. Every effort will be made to remove any conflicts. 
8. Tryouts will be an Open Tryout format for team placement. Players will not be automatically guaranteed their past year team slot.  (Player must tryout and be selected for a particular team each year.)
TRYOUT EVALUATION PROCESS


Overview
The tryout process has been designed to provide a fair and objective evaluation of all players. The tryout process consists of two on-ice sessions which will be equally weighted.  The first session (Session I) concentrates on skating and skill evaluation and the second session (Session II) focuses on overall hockey game play skills. The mix of drills and evaluation criteria may vary by level (Mite, Squirt, Pee Wee, Bantam, Midget) to reflect the differences in the game at each level.  Goalies will be evaluated by the same process as skaters.  
Tryout Code of Conduct
Inappropriate behavior by a skater or parent on or off ice during the tryouts will not be tolerated. Inappropriate behavior includes, but is not limited to, deliberate attempts to injure someone, harassment of other skaters on or off the ice, use of foul language, attempting to intimidate or negatively influence others, or acting in a threatening way to any person. Any violations maybe cause for the child to be removed from participating in the tryout process and subsequent team selection.

SESSION I – Skating & Skills
The first session is devoted to evaluating a players’ ability to perform basic hockey skills against a set of on-ice drills.  The skating skill drills will focus on the following skill categories as recommended by USA Hockey:

Skater Skill Categories:

· Skating – Forward (Stride, Cross-over, Stop)

· Skating – Backward (Stride, Cross-over, Stop)

· Skating – Mobility (Edge, Pivoting, Transition)

· Puck Control (Stick Handling)

· Passing (Give, Receive)

· Shooting (Velocity, Accuracy, Release)

Goalie Skill Categories:

· Skating – Forward (Stride, Cross-over, Stop)

· Skating – Backward (Stride, Cross-over, Stop)

· Skating – Mobility (Edge, Pivoting, Transition)

· Stick Movement (Blocking, Moving)
· Hand Movement (Blocker, Glove)
· Feet Movement (Pads)
SESSION II – Game Play
The second session is devoted to evaluating a player’s ability under game conditions. Players will play in a 5 on 5 scrimmage game format to simulate game conditions and situations.  

· At the Mite, Squirt and Pee Wee levels, players will be rotated between both defense and forward positions during game play (no position requests).  For Mites and Squirts, 3 on 3 scrimmage format can also be employed at beginning of game play session. 

· At the Bantam and Midget levels, players will be allowed to play the requested positions (forward, defense) during the game play session. Position requests must be made in advance at Session 1 sign-in.  

Note: Any skater requesting to tryout for defense will play that position for the season. 

NOTE:  A player may be advised that they may not participate in game play if the team Selection Committee has determined that the player does not have the basic skills necessary to safely perform at that level. In these cases, the tryout fee will be refunded. 

The game play will focus on the following skill categories:

Skater Skill Categories:

· Quickness (Speed, Reaction, Anticipation)

· Puck Movement/ Playmaking (Carrying Puck, Passing, Teamwork)

· Positional Play (Offensive and Defensive Positioning, Situational Play)

· Physical Play (Physical Play, Aggressiveness)

Goalie Categories:

· Quickness (Reaction, Flexes, Anticipation)

· Rebound Control (Cover, Redirect, Cushion)

· Positional Play (Angles, Body Alignment)

· Crease Movement (Lateral, front/back)
TEAM SELECTION 
Team Size  

The number of teams and roster sizes will be determined by the EBoard. The number of teams will be based on how many players are registered at each age level, USA Hockey minimum (11) and maximum (20) guidelines, the costs of fielding teams and the capability of the players.
Team Selection Committee  

The team Selection Committee shall consist of the following members:

· President 

· Vice-President  

· Coaching Director 

· League Director (s)  
· Two to four Coaches (Appointed by the EBoard via majority vote)
All other EBoard members (Registrar, Treasurer & Secretary) may attend any Selection Committee meetings.

The Selection Committee shall be responsible for:

I. Tryout Process

· Administering on-ice drills & off-ice evaluations
· Managing data entry & analysis
· Selection of evaluation personnel 

· Selection of on-ice personnel

II. Team Selection Process

· Collecting end of year player evaluations from all head and assistant coaches 

· Reviewing tryout results and coaches’ player evaluations 

· Determining roster sizes and the assignment of players to each team
 Initial Team Assignments
Initial placements of players on teams will be done as soon as feasible after the tryouts. The assignment of players will be based on player rank order derived from tryout scores AND coaches player evaluations (league play). 

NOTE: If all players who attend tryouts cannot be placed on teams due to space limitations, the following order of priority will apply:

1. Returning players and siblings of returning players registered by the registration cutoff with no outstanding balances, in order of number of years of participation.

2. New Players registered by the registration cut-off date, in the order of the date the registration form and fees were received.

3. Returning and new players who registered after the registration cut-off date, in the order of the date the registration form and fee are received.

NO roster slots will be “held” to accommodate potential pre-season pull-ups. Pre-season movement will only occur if a slot is available AND the Selection  Committee determines the next ranked player should be playing at that level AND the parents concur with the reassignment . NO movement will occur solely because there is roster capacity on the higher team. 
Team Acceptance

A team acceptance event will be held shortly after team assignments are posted.  To secure your child’s position on a team for next season, you must attend this event and pay the first tuition installment. Each installment payment is non-refundable. If the initial installment payment is not made at that time, your child’s roster position maybe forfeited. 

 Team Adjustments (After Team Acceptance & Before Season Start)
If slots become available after team acceptance night, due to non-acceptance by players, new players may be added at the discretion of the Selection Committee.  Players added to teams at this point may only come from the Registered Players waiting list and would be placed on the roster of the lowest level team in that age category. 
SELECTION OF COACHES 

Selection of Head Coaches may be announced before or after team assignments.  Coaching candidates will be evaluated on the basis of previous experience, hockey sense and skills, time availability, enthusiasm, interpersonal skills , organizational skills, etc.  The Selection Committee will review all coaching applications and any past year feedback forms prior to selecting coaches.   All Coaches must be USA Hockey Certified and submit to a Criminal Record check.
Head Coaches shall select  Assistant Coaches from a list approved by the EBoard. 
Head Coaches shall also appoint a Team Director, who shall be responsible for working with the parents on organizing participation in all team and SYH activities, including tournaments, fundraising and social activities etc. 
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