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USA Hockey announced that Sno-King Amateur Hockey Association (playing out of arenas in Kirkland 

and Renton, WA) has been certified as a USA Hockey Model Association.  Sno-King becomes one of 

only 11 associations in the nation to receive this designation.   

With the designation, Sno-King committed to follow the American Development Model (ADM) in full at the 

8-and-under, 10-and-under, and 12-and-under age groups.  The ADM is based on age-appropriate 

training to fully benefit children in their development, regardless of ability level. 

As a benefit of their model program designation, Sno-King will receive added support from USA Hockey 

to assist in implementing the ADM throughout their programs, including equipment, signage, and 

educational materials. Further, they will receive on-going staff support from USA Hockey's national office, 

including in-depth coach training. 

"We commend these clubs for earning the model association distinction," said Kevin McLaughlin, senior 

director of hockey development for USA Hockey. "Their commitment to the ladder of development 

provided by USA Hockey ensures their kids won't be left behind and that every child, from rec to elite-

level athletes, will have the programs in place to help them reach their full potential." 

Sno-King Hockey Director Doug Kirton has been an advocate of the ADM program since its inception 

when he took on the role of ADM coordinator for Washington State.  During that time he has worked with 

USA Hockey extensively, helping shape the ADM program.   

Sno-King Executive Director Gordon Brown stated “under Doug Kirton’s leadership, Sno-King has been 

utilizing the ADM at the younger age groups for the last four years with great success.  The ultimate 

testament has been from parents and coaches that had older players that went through the program 

before Sno-King adopted the ADM and also had younger siblings that started with the ADM program.  

They have noticed a dramatic improvement in their child’s skills and athleticism. They also like the 

reduced costs of the program that the association was able to offer due to better ice utilization.” 

Seattle Thunderbirds General Manager Russ Farwell was supportive of the recognition.  “For the past few 

years Sno-King has been working with USA Hockey to utilize the American Development Model. They 

have seen an increase in player passion and skill development with the implementation of the ADM. It’s 

great to see USA Hockey has recognized Sno-King as a Model Club and that the association will receive 

the benefits of being a model club. I look forward to seeing the young talent that Sno-King will continue to 

produce using the ADM.” 

 

Sno-King Amateur Hockey Association is a non-profit, 501c3 organization that has been serving the youth 

of the Puget Sound area since 1964.  The upcoming 2013-14 season will be Sno-King’s 50
th
 Season of 

“Building Players for Life”.  www.SnoKingHockey.com  

http://www.snokinghockey.com/

