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ANTIOCH, IL – July 1, 2012 – Ten-year-old Jake Ferry has been playing competitive baseball for six years.  

Fellow Antioch resident, Mia Fogel, 12, might be considered a newcomer to the diamond having played fast-pitch 

softball for just two years.  Until a few weeks ago the two AYLL – Antioch Baseball and Softball players had 

never met.  That changed when both Mia and Jake decided to participate in the second MLB Pitch, Hit & Run 

Competition hosted by AYLL – Antioch Baseball and Softball. 

 

“I wanted to do my best,” said Ferry.  

 

“My dad told me about the competition two days before it started,” said Fogel.  “It sounded like fun.  I thought I 

would give it a shot.” 

 

An understatement by each at best. 

 

For both Mia and Jake, their first appearance in the local competition resulted in each advancing to the sectional 

competition in Gurnee, IL.  Jake was the hitting, running and all-around champion while Mia finished first in the 

running competition.  The top finisher in each skill division, pitch, hit and run, as well as the all-around champion, 

move forward to the sectionals. 

 

In Gurnee, both players finished in the top spot and took home the prize of all-around champion in their age and 

gender division.  Their scores were compared to other sectional all-around champions in the Chicagoland area with 

the top three competitors advancing to the regional competition.   

 

Both Mia and Jake finished in the top three.  Not bad for a couple of kids from Antioch who never thought about 

entering the competition before the beginning of the 2012 season. 

 

The regional MLB Pitch, Hit & Run Competition, held at U.S. Cellular Field, turned out to be an “awesome” 

experience for both players on a variety of levels. 

 

“It was awesome!” Ferry exclaimed.  “We went out on the field, ran the bases and sat in the dugout.” 

 

Fogel echoed his comments.  “It was so cool!” she said.  “This was my first time there.  I couldn’t believe I was 

actually playing in the ballpark where the White Sox play.” 

 

When it was time to get down to business, the two Antioch ball players didn’t disappoint.  Jake finished in second 

place and Mia finished third.  Only the all-around champion in each age division has a chance to advance to the 

national finals. 

 

“It was a proud moment.  We hoped he would do well, have fun and learn from the experience.  He absolutely 

loved it,” said Jeff Ferry, Jake’s father. 

 

“Everyone was surprised how well I did,” added Fogel.  “My entire family saw me compete and my teammates 

hugged me when they heard the news that I finished in third place.” 

 

As far as next year’s MLB Pitch, Hit & Run competition is concerned, both players have their sights set on first 

place and the chance to compete in the national finals. 

 

Now that would be totally awesome. 


