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In the event of thunder or lightning during a ULLL practice, pre-game warm-up, scrimmage,
or game, all managers, coaches, adult umpires, adult game coordinators and parents shall
implement the ULLL weather safety procedure.
1. Immediately move everyone to a GROUNDED building or vehicle. An equipment
shed, dugout, concession stand or pavilion are all examples of dangerous places to be
during a storm. A safe building is one that is fully enclosed with a roof, walls and floor,
and has plumbing or wiring. Examples include a home, school, church, hotel, office
building or shopping center.
2. Once players and fans are in a grounded location like a vehicle or safe building, wait 30
minutes from the LAST sound of thunder or lightning sight. Once 30 minutes have
passed without thunder or lightning play/practice may resume.
3. Always use good judgment, if more storms are approaching, err on the side of caution
and call it a day.
Here are some tips:
1. Don’t rely on your smart phone radar alone. Look with your eyes and listen with your
ears.
2. A thunderstorm in the first stage can form in 10 minutes and may not show up on
radar. Thunder is the sound made by a flash of lightning. As lightning passes through the
air, it heats the air quickly. This causes the air to expand rapidly and creates the sound
wave that we hear as thunder. Normally, you can hear thunder about 10 miles from a
lightning strike.
3. If you think it can’t happen to me, think again. Children have been killed by lightning
when adults have made an error in judgment.
4. Here is what Little League International says about thunder and lightning: “The
bottom line is that if you hear thunder, you need to get inside immediately,” said retired
Air Force Brig. Gen. David L. Johnson, director of the NOAA National Weather Service.
“Lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a thunderstorm, which is about the distance that
the sound of thunder can travel and be heard. All thunderstorms produce lightning, and
each lightning strike is a potential killer.”
5. Always remember, if you Hear it - Clear It and if you See it- Flee It!
6. For more information visit: www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/outdoors.htm
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