2014 WTLL League-Wide Standing Rules
	I.
	WTLL PREMISES:

	a)


	No Drugs, Alcohol, or Use of Tobacco on Premises:  NO person(s) shall possess or consume and/or use any form of alcohol or drugs. Nor shall such person(s) be intoxicated and/or be under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or drug on the WTLL premises.  No person(s) shall use tobacco (e.g., cigarettes, “chew”, etc.) on the WTLL premises during a game. 
Any person, manager, coach, or board member who has been found in violation of this rule by the WTLL Board shall be suspended. The violator will be relieved of his or her duties for the remainder of the current season and winter ball season. He or she may also be suspended the following season.

The WTLL Board shall find and vote on a suitable replacement for the suspended person(s). As used in this rule "suspended" means and includes no participation within WTLL as a manager, coach, board member, team parent, umpire, snack bar worker, or work party volunteer.

	b)


	Traffic Flow:  All WTLL vehicle traffic for games and practices should enter the complex through the South gate (Halison St.) and exit the complex via the North gate ( Towers St.)

	c)


	Restricted Areas, etc.:  Children are not allowed in the Boardroom, snack bar and/or storage areas without adult supervision.  Children under age 16 are not allowed to operate any League equipment such as tractors, lawn mowers, etc.

	d)
	Site Safety:  All managers, coaches, spectators and players are asked to help in keeping the area clean and safe. No bicycle, skateboard riding, razor riding and/or pets shall be allowed in the spectator or snack bar areas. No horseplay is allowed. Be courteous to all people at the field and in the neighborhood. No one is allowed to pass the fence line on the hills around the fields (except to retrieve batted balls).

	e)
	Unsportsmanlike Conduct:   Members of the Board of Directors may take appropriate action to resolve any incidents of unsportsmanlike conduct or general behavior and ethics that do not conform to the generally accepted standards of propriety inside/outside the playing field. The Board of Directors is empowered to eject, suspend or disqualify any person(s) from the West Torrance Baseball complex. The game will be suspended while action is taken but time will continue based on the action. Judgment will be based on the situation.  
Note: The Umpire in Chief is in charge of incidents that occur on the field during play All efforts should be made to contact him. Members of the Board of Directors shall not intervene, unless they are contacted by the Umpire in Chief unless he is not present in which a decision shall be made by those present.

	II.
	SNACK BAR:

	a)


	Snack Bar Duty:  Each player’s parent is responsible for providing a snack bar worker.  League expectations are 2 shifts per player. There will be a $60 buyout or a $75 deposit due prior to receiving a uniform.

	b)


	Snack Bar Security:  One male adult (Manager, Coach or their designee) from each team playing the last game of the day is to remain in the snack bar area to provide security for the Snack Bar personnel until they are ready to leave the premises.  The managers, coaches (or designees) should lock the gates after everyone has left.  There should be a minimum of two adult males providing security at each snack bar.

	III.
	FIELD/SITE PREP and CLEANUP:

	a)


	Field Prep:  Before a game begins, BOTH teams are responsible for preparing the field: raking (if required), putting in the bases, chalking/painting of foul lines and batters box.  This must be completed prior to the scheduled start of the game.  Foul lines may not need to be redone if foul lines are clearly visible from the previous game.

	b)


	Field Cleanup:   At the end of the game, BOTH teams are responsible for cleaning up the field: dragging the infield (FOUL LINE TO FOUL LINE, DO NOT DRAG DIRT INTO OR ON THE GRASS), raking baselines (RAKE PARALLEL TO BASE LINE, NOT SIDE TO SIDE).  All field equipment must be put back in storage areas and doors locked. This includes bases, rakes, drags, etc.

	c)
	Dugout Cleanup:  Players, Managers and Coaches are responsible for cleaning the dugout after each game/practice.  Dugouts should be swept clean and trash cans should be emptied.  PLAYERS ARE NOT TO BE RELEASED UNTIL THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED.

	d)
	Bleacher/Snack Bar Area Cleanup:  Parents/fans from each team are responsible for picking up all trash around the bleachers and snack bar areas after each game.  In addition, the trash cans must be emptied into the large garbage bins at the end of each day (or more frequently if needed).

	e)


	Locks:  Managers and Coaches are to lock all padlocks and chains after the last game of the day.  This includes all dugouts, field gates, and storage.  The last one to leave the premises is responsible for locking the gate(s).

	IV.
	GAMES:

	a)
	Uniforms:  All players must be in full uniforms (shirts, socks, pants, cap, etc.) and properly dressed (shirt tucked in, cap on straight, etc) during the game.

	b)
	Player Safety:  All male players shall wear a protective cup.

	c)


	Copy of Rules:  All managers, coaches, umpires and league officials shall carry an Official Rule Book and a copy of the Standing Rules.

	d)


	Batting Practice:  Batting practice is NOT allowed on any WTLL field, by any player, on the day of his/her game.  Acceptable alternatives include the use of wiffle balls, hitting sticks, and/or soft toss into a portable screen.

Note: Hitting directly into the backstop and/or fence is never allowed.

	e)
	Game Balls:  Each team is responsible to supply 1 new game ball for each game.

	f)


	Official Scorekeeper (Home Team): Each home team is to provide an official scorekeeper where applicable. This scorekeeper must use the official scorebook which is kept in cabinets mounted outside the snack bar(s). The official scorekeeper should not have any communications with either team except for the lineup changes. Each team will have at least two designated scorekeepers who will attend an instructional meeting provided by the League or District 27 prior to their team's first game. Scorekeeper must note any ejection(s) or protests in the official scorebook.

	g)
	Pitch Count Recorder (Visitor Team):  Each visitor team is to provide an official “Pitch Count Recorder” in the applicable Baseball divisions (Major, Minor, & Farm).  The pitch count recorder must use the official “Little League – Pitch Log” as distributed to the managers and kept in the cabinets mounted outside the snack bar(s).  The VISITOR team is responsible for reporting game results and the pitch counts on the WTLL web site within one (1) day of the game.  The official pitch count recorder is encouraged to keep both managers posted of each pitcher’s pitch counts every ½ inning, and/or at key pitch counts (e.g., approaching 41 pitches) as requested by a particular manager.

	h)


	Lineup Cards:  Each manager must include the entire team roster on the game lineup card with notations if a player is absent, sick or sitting out of the game because of disciplinary reasons.

	i)


	Substitutions:  When a player arrives late or departs early from a game during the regular season the scorekeeper should note it in the scorebook.   In the applicable Divisions, the scorekeeper should also place a check next to each player’s name in the scorebook the first time they play a infield position (to include pitcher and catcher) to ensure that the “infield play” requirement is met.  If a player has not played an infield position and is not in such a position in the fourth inning the umpire in chief should be notified.  During the season ending Major BB tournament, substitutions also must be tracked consistent with a nine player batting order and WTLL rules.

	j)
	Official Start Time/Time Limit:  The official start time of a game is the scheduled start time even if the game starts late.  Time limits (e.g., “hard stops”, “no new inning after x:xx”) are covered in the respective Division rules.

	k)
	Managers/Coaches in Dugout:  Each dugout may contain one manager and two coaches that have been board approved and are on the roster.  Each team may have additional assistant coaches that are board approved. If the primary manager/coach is not available, an assistant may fill in.  Note: During the regular season only, one additional approved “volunteer” (coach, etc.) may assist in the dugout for dugout control purposes.

	l)
	No Coaching from the Stands, etc.:  Managers, Coaches and parents are not allowed to sit in the stands, coach from the sidelines or stand behind home plate.  Rookie and T-Ball Managers/ Coaches are allowed on the field during play.

	m)


	Do Not Leave Playing Field/Dugout without Umpire Permission:   Managers, coaches, and/or players are only allowed to leave the playing field and/or dugout with an umpire's permission during a game.  That individual must return as quickly as possible and is prohibited from mingling in the stands or with spectators. Only players listed on the team roster are permitted in the dugout.

Note:  No player shall be served at the snack bar during the time the player's team is playing. The player may be removed from the game for this offense (at the umpire's discretion).

	n)


	Ejection:
When a manager, coach, or player is ejected from a game, they shall leave the field immediately and take no further part in that game.  They may not sit in the stands and may not be recalled. A manager or coach ejected from a game must not be present at the game site for the remainder of that game.  Any manager, coach, or player ejected from a game is suspended for his or her team’s next physically played game and may not be in attendance at the game site from which they are suspended. A parent ejected from the game must leave the facilities before the game may resume and could face additional penalties dependent on a board review.
Note: The Umpire in Chief must notify the Chief Umpire within 24 hours of the ejection.  The Official Scorekeeper must also note the ejection in the Official Score Book.

	V.
	FIELD READINESS / MAKE-UP GAMES:

	a)


	Field Readiness/Game Cancellations:  In the case of inclement weather conditions (primarily rain) the league president, respective vice-president(s), division coordinator(s), and field engineer(s) will determine if and when the particular field is able to be used or how long it will take to ready the field. This may warrant canceling any given game to ensure that as many games as possible can be played after the field is readied on that given day. Please keep in mind Little League rule 3.10 which addresses the teams/managers agreement on fitness of the playing field.

	b)


	Darkness:  Games called because of darkness will be in the judgment of the Umpire in Chief. The light on the snack bars may be used as an indicator for failing daylight that creates hazardous playing conditions.

	c)


	Make-up Games:  No game shall be rescheduled without approval from the league President, Vice-President, Division Coordinators and Chief Umpire. Managers and coaches shall not take it upon themselves to reschedule any game.

	VI.
	GENERAL:

	a)


	Practice Guidelines:  Practices should be scheduled for a minimum of one (1) hour each week.  Teams are expected to practice 1-3 times per week during the preseason depending on the Division.  All teams are expected to practice 1-2 two times per week during the regular season.

	b)


	School Rules (for practices):  Players are not allowed on school property for practice prior to 3:30 PM.  No bicycle riding, skateboarding or razor riding is permitted on school property.  Violation may result in loss of the school property for practice.

	c)
	Player Absences/Replacement:  The manager must notify the Player Agent immediately if any player misses two (2) consecutive games or three (3) consecutive practices.   The manager must also inform the player agent of any disciplinary actions involving play time before it occurs (exception is disciplinary actions associated with tardiness on game day).  The Player Agent must notify the League President of such actions.  A manager that loses a player for the season due to moving, injury, illness, or any unforeseen circumstances, must notify the Players Agent immediately.  The player agent should then assign the next player on the waiting list for that division.  In the Major Division, if no player is on the waiting list, the Player Agent, League President, respective VP (SB or BB), and respective Division Coordinator will seek to assign a replacement player within 10 days.

	d)


	Refund Policy:  When players are removed for any reason from the Little League program, there will be no refund of the donation.  If a player withdraws from WTLL after being drafted to a team, no refund of the donation is required and the player will be dropped from WTLL for the remainder of the season.

	e)
	Winter Ball:  Winter Ball Managers and Coaches must be Board approved.

	f ) 
	All Star:  10 year olds who played up in Majors shall be considered for the all-star pool. They will need to earn their position for the team.

	
	


1

