
As you may be aware, Little League International voted to change the date for determining league eligibility from April 30 to 

December 31 beginning in the 2018 season.  I’ve researched this change to the extent possible and have not found any other league 

with a plan to address the change other than possibly having a 50/70 intermediate league by 2018.  Many other leagues are 

proposing no change and appear to be a taking a “tough luck” approach to affected players.  I do not want to do that! 

In anticipation of this change, I propose we allow all affected players (May-Dec birthdays in 2005 and later) to play up one division if 

they so choose.  Players would not be eligible to play up to Majors or Jr. Minors in the 2015 season, but would be eligible to do so in 

2016 and 2017.  Players could elect to move up to Farm or AAA for the 2015 season.   

Unfortunately, players born between May and December in 2005 thru 2009 will lose one year of league eligibility.  With the 

currently approved rule, we cannot change that.  If we are proactive, we can implement this change sooner and get the younger 

players ready for the upper leagues rather than having an abrupt change in 2018.  We can also bring 4 year-old players with May 

thru December birthdays into Tee ball since they will be eligible to play there in 2018.  Current Little League rules allow 4 year olds 

to play in Tee ball, so we are not violating any rules with this change.  This approach will help sustain our overall player level and 

even result in a slight increase in 2015 thru 2017. 

For example, a player born on May 1, 2007 would be considered league age 7 and would play in Instructional under current rules.  I 

propose we allow that player to elect to play in the Farm league for 2015.  For the 2017 season that player would be league age 9 

and would be given the option to play in Majors/AAA.  They would jump to league age 11 for the 2018 season.    This approach 

maintains the number of years of league eligibility for majors/AAA and AA/Farm for all players except our current 8 and 9 year old 

groups.   



The table below lists each affected birthday range and the applicable league by year: 

Birthday range1 

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Age League Option Age League Option Age League Option Age League 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2005 9 AA/Farm AAA 10 Maj/AAA N/C 11 Maj/AAA N/C 13 Babe Ruth 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2006 8 AA/Farm N/C 9 AA/Farm Maj/AAA 10 Maj/AAA N/C 12 Majors 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2007 7 Inst Farm 8 AA/Farm N/C 9 AA/Farm Maj/AAA 11 Maj/AAA 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2008 6 Inst N/C 7 Inst AA/Farm 8 AA/Farm N/C 10 Maj/AAA 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2009 5 Tee N/C 6 Inst2 N/C 7 Inst AA/Farm 9 AA/Farm 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2010 4 N/A Tee 5 Tee Inst2 6 Inst N/C 8 AA/Farm 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2011 3 N/A N/A 4 N/A Tee 5 Tee Inst2 7 Inst 

May 1 – Dec 31, 2012 2 N/A N/A 3 N/A N/A 4 N/A Tee 6 Tee/Inst2 

 

This approach allows us to minimize the effect on these players.  Unfortunately, the players born in May thru December 2005 will 

lose on year of major league eligibility.  If we do nothing, when more than half of our current 9 year old age group is forced out of 

our league in 2018 our enrollment will drop accordingly and our current 7 and 8 year old groups will also lose a year of majors/AAA 

eligibility. 

While there is always a chance that Little League changes the rule back, I have not seen any indication to date that they are even 

considering that option and the Little League Congress isn’t scheduled to meet again until 2018 making a change unlikely.  I’d also 

like to implement this change sooner than later to allow registrations to proceed and avoid shuffling just prior to the season.  I also 

don’t think that there is any negative if Little League were to change the rule back and we rescinded this by-law. 

A proposed by-law amendment could read as follows: 

Player league age will be determined by rules currently in effect for Little League Baseball International.  However, players with 

birthdays from May 1 thru December 31 will be allowed to add one year to their current league age for determining league eligibility 

for the 2015 through 2017 seasons in accordance with the following table.  (Insert table with footnotes.) 

                                                           
1
 Players born Jan 1 – April 30 or before 2005 are not affected 

2
 Only eligible if they played Tee ball in year prior 


