
Sportsmanship 

 
Displaying good sportsmanship is not always easy. Sometimes it is very difficult to congratulate the opposing 

team on their hard earned win, when it is your team whom they defeated. Whether or not it is your team with 

the trophy, the purpose of sports is to help teach virtuous concepts such as work ethic, leadership, courage, 

thankfulness, and to teach our youth the importance of sacrificing personal interest for that of the team. Here are 

some suggestions on how to promote and build good sportsmanship: 

 

 Keep comments positive- do not “bad mouth” coaches, players, or game officials. 

 Applaud good plays, no matter who makes them. 

 Set a good example for everyone involved. 

 After a competition it is important to not dwell on who won or lost. Instead try asking, “How did 

you feel during the game?” 

 Try to keep the perspective of “It is just a game.” More than likely this game will not make or 

break anyone’s chances for future success. 

 Do not forget to just have FUN. Remember why you started playing sports in the first place. 

 

Good Sportsmanship as a Spectator: 

Not only is it appropriate for players to be good sports, it is also necessary for the spectator to respect the 

opposing team and other individuals surrounding the game. Here are a couple of things to keep in mind for the 

next time you are at a competition: 

 

 Respect the opposing team. Use your voice to cheer for your team, not to put down the opponent. 

 Have courtesy for the fans surrounding you. 

 Respect the officials. Remember they are putting forth effort to do the best job they can. 

Consider how you would want to be treated as an official.  

 Support your team. A true fan appreciates their team whether they win or lose. 

 

Good Sportsmanship as a coach: 

When you chose to be a coach you chose to be a role model as well. It is important to remember that whatever 

goals you emphasize will be the goals your team will strive to attain. When sportsmanship is one of those goals, 

it helps young athletes take pride in their accomplishments and other improving skills, so kids see themselves as 

winners even if they have lost. Here are some ways to model good sportsmanship as a coach: 

 

 Set a healthy tone before the game. Interact with the officials and opposing team before the 

match starts. 

 Recognize good sportsmanship during the post game talk. 

 Respect the integrity and personalities of other individuals within the team. 

 Try to stay away from negative criticism and encourage your players to do the same. 

 Promote sportsmanship by setting a good example. 

 

 

I’ve missed more than 9,000 shots in my career, lost almost 300 games, missed the game-winning shot 26 times. 

I’ve failed over and over again in my life. That is why I succeed.  

— Michael Jordan, basketball player 

 


