
Sports With A Purpose 

2013 Spring Softball S.W.A.P. Modifications to ASA Rules. 

 

Men’s Division 

1.  Each Team shall have the option to bat a “Traditional” lineup or “Bat the 

Bench”.  This option must be declared before the start of the game when the 

lineup is turned in to the score keeper. 

a. A “Traditional” lineup shall consist of 10 or 11 batters.  The 11th batter 

must be present at the start of the game. 

b. A “Bat the Bench” lineup shall consist of all players present at the start of 

the game. 

c. Teams that begin a game with the 11 Player Traditional or Bat the Bench 

lineup, and lose a player during the game for any reason, shall be 

penalized with an automatic out when the missing player comes to bat. 

2. A team may start a legal game with 9 players in the field.  One extra player may 

be added to the lineup at any time during the game, for a maximum of 10 players 

and 10 batters.    

a. A team that is playing with 9 players and loses a player for any reason 

shall be allowed to continue play with no out penalty. 

3. Stealing is permissible once the ball has crossed home plate. 

4. A “Two Up” Homerun Rule shall be enforced.   Once any team is two homeruns 

up on an opponent, each subsequent homerun shall be ruled a “Ground Rule 

Double”.  For the purposes of this rule, only “out of the park” homeruns shall be 

counted. 

Co-Ed Division 

1. Teams may bat a “Traditional” 10 player MFMFMFMFMF lineup or “Bat the 

Bench” as long as no male players are batting back to back.   

2. If a team cannot field at least 4 female players, that team shall forfeit the game.  

Should both teams be unable to field the minimum number of female players, 

each team shall be awarded a forfeit. 



3. Teams that have 5 or more females present shall field at least 5 females.  There 

shall be no restrictions as to the positions played by the females in the field 

except that at least 2 female players must be in the infield/outfield. 

4. A team may field more than 5 female players.  However, in this case, no males 

shall bat back to back and the 2 female infield/outfield rule shall be maintained. 

5. A team may start a legal game with 4 females in the field.   

a. In this instance, the team shall play with 9 players in the field, batting 9 

players. 

b. An automatic out will be awarded when the missing females batting 

position is reached. 

c. Should a fifth female player arrive later in the game, she may be added to 

the lineup in the missing females spot. 

6. A “Two Up” Homerun Rule shall be enforced.   Once any team is two homeruns 

up on an opponent, each subsequent homerun shall be ruled a “Ground Rule 

Double”.  For the purposes of this rule, only “out of the park” homeruns shall be 

counted. 

7. If a male player draws a walk with 2 outs and a female batter on deck, the female 

batter shall have the option to bat or take an automatic walk. 


