
What’s Next after becoming a Christian 
 

Dear Friend,  
 
I was 17 years old when I opened my heart and life to Christ. That night remains very clear in 

my mind and has changed my life in so many ways to this day. Because you hold this booklet in your 
hand, you have either just now decided to follow Christ, or you have recommitted your determination 
to follow Him.  

If you have questions about what it means to be a Christian, the first section titled, “What is a 
real Christian?” is very important for you to read and understand.  More important that just telling in 
simple terms what being a Christian is all about, it tells you how to become a Christian.  

This booklet also provides helpful steps for growing in your relationship with God. 
One of those steps is reading the Bible regularly. We have included a Bible study through the 
Gospel of John that can help you LEARN more about Christ, OUR relationship with Him, and 
LIVING the Christian life. The Gospel of John tells the story of Jesus Christ coming to earth, including 
why He came and how His coming can change our lives. Really good stuff. 
 Then we have included a Bible Dictionary/Concordance that defines certain words in 
Scripture so you can get a better understanding of them. The Glossary of Christian Jargon 
(Christian-lingo) defines certain words you may have heard used by Christians.  
 Finally, if you ever need to review the commitment you either made at one of our services or 
would like to make, flip to the back of this booklet. There you will find three simple Bible studies to 
help you think through and get a good understanding of what God’s Word, the Bible, has to say. 

This is a crucial time in your spiritual journey, so we provide three ways to assist you: 

 First of all, staff are available at our What’s Next area at all of our locations to help you. 
These What’s Next advisors or pastors are very gifted and knowledgeable in the Bible 
and available each week to pray with you and guide you. 

 Secondly, you can set up an appointment to come to my office for more personal help, 
counsel or prayer.  

 Thirdly, I teach and lead many Starting Point groups during the year that will be a good 
place for you to plug in and meet others who are beginning their spiritual journey as 
well. 

  
As you begin reading, ask God to help you understand what He is saying to you. Then tell 

someone you know about what you are learning. Please let me or my staff know if you have any 
questions. I really would love to hear what God is doing in your life! 
God’s Richest Blessings! 
 

Pastor Kirk 
 
Kirk Bane 
Evangelism/Outreach Pastor 
Discovery Church 
www.discoverychurch.org 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/profile.php?id=1620994955&ref=profile  
kirk@discoverychurch.org or 407.855.3140 x120 

http://www.discoverychurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/profile.php?id=1620994955&ref=profile
mailto:kirk@discoverychurch.org


What is a real Christian? 
 
Many people call themselves Christians, but their lives send conflicting messages. How can you know if you're really a 
Christian?  
 
To begin with, a real Christian knows God, but knowing God is different from knowing about God. Imagine trying to 
choose a spouse just by reading about him or her. You might have a lot of information, but you probably wouldn't feel 
ready to make a decision until you'd had a personal encounter with the individual. Until then, you couldn't honestly say 
you knew your prospective spouse. It's the same with God.  
 
God created us for relationship with Him. However, sin (wrong moral choices) entered the world through the first man and 
woman when Adam and Eve chose to disobey God (Genesis 3). Because God is without sin and can't tolerate evil, Adam 
and Eve's sin separated them from God. Every individual who has lived since then has followed in their footsteps. The 
Bible says, "Everyone has sinned and is far away from God's saving presence" (Romans 3:23). lt also says, "for sin pays 
its wage--death" (Romans 6:23). lf there was no sin, there would be no death; however, since everyone has sinned, 
everyone must die. It's a pretty bleak picture.  
 
Fortunately, God has an answer for the dilemma of sin. The answer is Jesus Christ, God in human form. The Bible 
teaches that Jesus came to earth and lived a perfect life so that He could take the punishment for our sins upon Himself. 
He died on the cross for our sins and came back to life, never to die again. The authenticity of all religions, groups or 
individuals that claim to be Christian can be tested by whether their beliefs about Jesus Christ line up with the teaching of 
the Bible. However, it's not enough just to "believe.” True belief requires action. But before we get to that, let's take a look 
at what a Christian is not.  
 

What a Christian is not 
 
All the following traits and activities may characterize a real Christian, but they don't make a person a Christian.  
 

Being born into a Christian family You can't inherit Christianity like a genetic trait. Every individual has to 
make a personal choice to believe in and obey Jesus Christ.  

 
Going to church It's a good place to start, but you can go to church every week for your 

entire life without really knowing God.  
 

Believing in God Followers of any number of world religions believe in God, but that 
doesn't make them Christians.  

 
Praying to God Adherents to countless religions all over the world pray. Christians don't 

have a monopoly on prayer.  
 

Doing good things  
(Or at least not doing bad things).  Many atheists live decent lives and even do laudable things for humanity. 

They would be the first to say they're not Christians. So just being a good 
person is not enough.  

 
Reading the Bible You can read the Bible without applying it to your life. Jesus said, "how 

happy ... are those who hear the word of God and obey it!" (Luke 11:28, 
emphasis added).  

 

What does a Christian look like? 
 
Real Christians often look much like the list detailed above, but there's an important distinction. These characteristics are 
effects, not causes. A real Christian knows God because God's Spirit lives in that person. Sound spooky? Amazing, but 
true! Because Christians have the Spirit of God within them, they display godly attributes such as purity, love and 
obedience. 
 
God is holy and without fault. His Holy Spirit living in His people gives them the desire and ability to live pure and holy 
lives, which involves both doing good things and refraining from bad things. If an individual's life is characterized by greed, 
depravity and dishonesty, that person is probably not a Christian. The apostle John wrote, "those who do not do what is 
right or do not love others are not God's children" (l John 3:10). 
 



God is love [1 John 4:8), so someone who has his Spirit is going to love God and other people. The word love requires 
some explanation. In North American culture, love has come to be equated with warm feelings that are more or less 
beyond our control. If they are absent from a relationship, we conclude we don't love that individual. But God's love means 
desiring and acting on what is best for another individual, regardless of how we feel. Love for others prompts us to reach 
out and help meet the needs of those around us--even those who may annoy or oppose us. In 1 John 3:18, we read, "My 
children, our love should not be just words and talk; it must be true love, which shows itself in action." 
 
Love for God prompts us to seek to know Him better. One avenue for knowing Him is prayer and Bible study. If we love 
someone, we will want to both talk to that person and hear from him or her. One of God's primary means of speaking to us 
is through the Bible. And in prayer, we both talk and listen to Him. Another way to know God better is through involvement 
in a church, where we can worship Him with others who love Him and grow in our understanding of His Word, the Bible. 
 
In addition, an individual with the Spirit of God inside will obey God. The apostle John wrote, "If we obey God's 
commands, then we are sure that we know Him" (1 John 2:3). Jesus Christ is Lord and Master in a Christian's life, not 
because He is a tyrant, but because He made us, gave His life for us and always does what is best for us. He deserves 
first place. Our recognition of God's place in our lives is an act of worship. Worship can be expressed in words of praise, 
but worship can also be an action when a Christian lives in a way that acknowledges God's rightful authority in his or her 
life.  
 

How do I become a Christian? 
 
We know that simply knowing about Jesus Christ is not enough. We have to act on this belief by giving Him our lives. If 
we are willing to surrender everything to God, we can become a Christian. It doesn't matter how bad we've been or what 
we've done. Jesus Christ died so our worst sins could be forgiven. The only thing that will keep us from being forgiven is 
claiming we don't need God's forgiveness. In 1 John 1:8-9, we read: "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and there is no truth in us. But if we confess our sins to God, He will keep His promise and do what is right: He will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all our wrongdoing."  
 
The implications of becoming a Christian are enormous. It's not like joining a club or choosing a university. Becoming a 
Christian means becoming a new person. The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, "Anyone who is joined to Christ is a 
new being; the old is gone, the new has come." (2 Corinthians 5:17). When we give our lives to Christ, He gives us life 
through His Spirit in exchange. Because Jesus conquered death by resurrecting from the dead, the life He gives is 
eternal. Christians can be assured of eternal life in heaven with God after their physical bodies die. The apostle Paul also 
wrote, "For we know that when this tent we live in-our body here on earth-is torn down, God will have a house in heaven 
for us to live in, a home He Himself has made, which will last forever" (2 Corinthians 5:1). 
 
The first step to becoming a real Christian is to admit we are sinful and need God's forgiveness. On our own, we can 
never measure up to God's perfect standard of behavior. Having come to terms with that, we must believe that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, died on the cross for our sins. The apostle Peter said it this way: "For Christ died for sins once and 
for all, a good man on behalf of sinners, in order to lead you to God" (1 Peter 3:18). However, in order to receive Christ's 
forgiveness, we have to ask for it. The final step is to ask Jesus Christ to come into our lives and take control. The whole 
transaction might sound something like this:  
 

Heavenly Father, I want to be a real Christian. I realize my sins have separated me from you. 
Please forgive me. I believe Jesus Christ paid the penalty for my sins on the cross. Please come 
into my life, Lord Jesus. I want to follow you and obey you forever. Amen. 

 

What’s Next after giving my life to Christ? 
 
If you prayed that prayer, or have done so at some time in the past, you become a “real” Christian immediately. This new 
birth is instantaneous. It is the beginning of the Christian process, launching us into this new relationship with God, 
through Christ. At that moment, God's Holy Spirit comes to live inside you, to assist you in becoming a good follower of 
Christ. Thank God! Now what? To begin with, if you have a friend or family member who is a Christian, tell that person 
about your decision to follow Jesus Christ. Paul told the Romans, "If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God 
raised Him from death, you will (definitely) be saved" (Romans 10:9). A fellow Christian will be able to help you start 
growing in your relationship with God. In addition, the following pursuits will serve you well for the rest of your life. 
 
 Read the Bible regularly. The Bible is the written record God has preserved for the express purpose of revealing 
Himself to us. As you read, you will not only gain a better intellectual understanding of God's ways; you will begin to 
change your thoughts and actions. Paul instructed the Roman believers: "let God transform you inwardly by a complete 
change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God--what is good and is pleasing to Him and is perfect" 



(Romans 12:2). Reading Scripture is a great way to renew our minds. When we saturate ourselves with God's Word, our 
thoughts will gradually begin to follow the pattern of God's ways, rather than the pattern of the world.  
 
While reading, look for examples to follow and instructions to obey. The GNT Starting Point Study Bible includes articles 
that will help you understand what you read and help you to apply it to your life, but always start by reading the words of 
Scripture. What is God saying to you through His Word?  
 
 Meet with other Christians. Find a church that believes in and values the Bible, honors Christ and is committed 
to helping you grow as a Christian. Through the Church you can gain valuable instruction from and insights into God's 
Word. Every area of our lives (Physically, Socially, Emotionally, Psychologically, Spiritually) is touched by the Church‟s 
influence. God designed it to have regular input into our lives. It is very important to understand that the individuals in the 
Church are your new family. Spend time with them. Seek out some of the mature believers who will love you, encourage 
you, support you and keep you on the right path when you veer off in the wrong direction. As God's Spirit works in you, 
you will find opportunities to do the same for them. Plug into the different groups and classes that are being offered, even 
as awkward as it may seem at first. You will find more fulfillment in every area of your life as you engage in becoming a 
committed, full-blown follower of Christ. 
 
In Hebrews 10:25, we read, "Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us 
encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.” God created us for 
community. He didn't intend for us to go it alone. However, don't expect perfection of yourself or others. Real 
Christians are real people in various stages of the continuum of spiritual development. Seek and emulate mature believers 
who display God's love and forgiveness; but be prepared for some disappointment as well. Some Christians have quirks, 
annoying habits or even abrasive personalities. Satan works hard to use our imperfections against other believers, 
especially to undermine love and unity in churches. Be diligent in upholding personal integrity, respecting others and 
giving and receiving forgiveness. 
 
 Begin to pray. Communication is the key to any relationship, and it's the same with your relationship to God. 
Because of the Holy Spirit now living inside you, you can talk to God about everything. Tell Him your doubts, fears, 
struggles, temptations, joys, triumphs and sorrows. He can handle it all. Ask Him for what you need, and ask Him to show 
you what you need (it may not always be what you think!). Thank God for all the wonderful things He has done for you. 
Start paying attention to God's blessings throughout the day and remember to thank Him for them. Set aside a specific 
daily time to pray, but also try to listen and talk to God as you go about your activities. 
 
Some other suggestions:  
 
Ask God to reveal himself to you if you still have doubts about Him.  
 
Remember that questions and moments of doubt are normal and legitimate. Talk to God and your Christian friends when 
you struggle with doubt and discouragement.  
 
Don't hesitate to ask questions. Write them down and take them to a mature Christian for discussion.  
 
Talk to people who‟ve been Christians for a long time. Ask them about their experiences with God. 
 
Read Christian books. Ask your Christian friends for a list of suggestions. 
 
Keep a journal of your thoughts and feelings, as well as the lessons God teaches you through Scripture. We have journals 
available here at Discovery Church. 
 
Engage in a connection group such as Starting Point that is specifically designed for new believers. 
 
Set a daily time to pray and read the Bible. The Bible is literally God‟s love letter to you as you purpose to work the words 
of Christ into your life like the wise man who built his life on the rock.  
  

 



LEARNING MORE ABOUT JESUS CHRIST 
 
Your decision to follow Jesus Christ can lead to a new life. Why? Because you now know God, and His Holy Spirit is 
inside you, guiding and changing you. Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 
10:10). 
 
Pick up your pen, look up the following versus in the Gospel of John (pp. 14-50) in this booklet), and discover that full life 
for yourself! 
 

1. The nature and mission of Jesus Christ. 
a. In the Gospel of John, “Word” refers to Jesus Christ. Read John 1:1-2. 
How long has Jesus Christ been around? 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Why do we need Jesus? (Read John 1:3-4) 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
c. Read John 1:14 and 12:44-46. Who sent Jesus? What was His purpose on earth? 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Some say Jesus was only a man, but others say He was also God. Who is Jesus according to each of the 

following people? 
a. Peter, a fisherman and follower of Jesus (John 6:68-69): 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
b. John, who wrote this book (John 20:30-31): 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
c. Who do you say Jesus is? 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
3. Eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
a. According to John 3:16-17, what motivated God to send Jesus into the world? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
As a result, who is eligible for eternal life? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
b. Read John 6:40. What does God want the most? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
c. In John 6:47, what does Jesus say it takes to get eternal life? 
________________________________________________________ 

 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST 

 
1. Read John 10:1-15. In this story, Jesus compares us to sheep. 
a. What does Jesus compare Himself to in verses 7-10? ________________ 
 
What promise does God give us through this? ________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
b. What does Jesus call Himself in verses 11-16? _____________________ 
 
c. What is He willing to do for us (verse 15)? _________________________ 
 
d. How does this picture affect the way you relate to Jesus? _____________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Note: Read the green box on page 33, “The Good Shepherd‟s voice.” 



 
2. Picture a grape vine as you read John 15:1-10. 
a. Who is the vine? ____________________ 
Who are the branches? ________________________ 
 
b. Why does Jesus want us to “remain” in Him (verses 4, 5, 8)? 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
c. Just as the grape is the sweet fruit of a vine, God wants us to “bear fruit” in our lives. How does He expect us to do this 
(verse 4)? 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
3. When Jesus returned to heaven, His disciples lost their teacher and friend,but Jesus said He was sending the 
Holy Spirit to help them. The Holy Spirit helps us, as well. Read John 16:4-15 to learn more. 
a. What does Jesus call the Holy Spirit in verse 7? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
b. What does the Holy Spirit do? 
Verse 8: ________________________________________________________ 
Verse 13: _______________________________________________________ 
Verse 14: _______________________________________________________ 
 
c. What difference does this make for problems you‟re facing right now? 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Memorize these words from Jesus: “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another counselor, to be with forever—
the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16-17). 
 
 

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
 
What does your life look like, now that you‟re following the Good Shepherd? 
1. Showing Compassion. 
a. Read John 8:1-11. Why was the woman in trouble? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
b. Did Jesus say that what she had done was OK? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
c. How did Jesus treat her? What did He tell her to do? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
d. How can you apply this to people in your life? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Serving each other. 
a. Read John 13:1-17. People in Jesus‟ day wore sandals. They walked on hot dusty streets, so most homes had bowls of 
water for washing feet. Rich people had slaves to wash everyone‟s feet. What did it say about Jesus when He, the 
teacher, chose to wash His students‟ feet? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
b. Do you consider yourself one of Jesus‟ students? If so, how does this apply to you? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
c. Who can you serve this week by doing something menial or unpleasant, in order to make his or her life better? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Telling others about Jesus Christ. 
a. Read John 4:5-42. These verses tell about Jesus talking with a woman who did not know who He was. How did Jesus 
treat this woman? What was His attitude toward her? 
________________________________________________________________ 
 



b. Jesus compares all the people who don‟t know about Him to a field of wheat that‟s ready to be harvested (verses 35-
38). What part do you play in that harvest? 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 



Bible Dictionary / Concordance (selected terms) 
 
Angel  
Sorry to squelch your superhero dreams, but you will not morph into “Angel Man” upon your death. As appealing as it 
might seem to us, humans do not become angels when they die.  
 
God specifically created angels to be his assistants. Their job description includes: worshipping God; relaying messages 
to people; protecting people; administering encouragement, guidance and judgment to people (on an as needed basis); 
and fighting the true forces of evil. 
 
Angels are not worthy of worship. They are created servants of God. Satan, along with legions of other evil angels 
(demons) who followed him in his rebellion against the Lord, was evicted from heaven. Far from the benign, shoulder-
perching devils of cartoons, demons are truly evil. Their intent is to keep us from God and drag us into hell with them. 
Fortunately, God has more power than Satan and his minions. God and His angels are on our side. While the true forces 
of evil will suffer throughout eternity in the lake of fire, angels will fulfill their ultimate purpose of offering continuous praise 
to God. 
 
Angels are spirit beings, distinctly different from humans. They work on behalf of God’s people. 
Psalm 8:4-5; 34:7; 91:9-12 Acts 12:5-11 1 Corinthians 6:3 Hebrews 1:7,14 
 
Good angels obey and worship God. 
Psalm 103:20-21 1 Peter 3:21-22  Revelation 5:12; 7:11-12 
 
Evil angels, called demons, followed Satan in his rebellion against God and are now our enemies. Their fate is 
sealed. They will spend eternity in hell. 
Matthew 25:41  2 Peter 2:4  Revelation 12:7-13; 20:10 
 
Satan wants people to worship demons. Even good angels are not to be worshipped. 
Deuteronomy 32:17 1 Corinthians 10:20-21 Colossians 2:18  Revelation 19:9-10; 22:8-9 
 
While we will struggle against evil forces that try to harm us or destroy our faith, we have Jesus Christ within our 
hearts. He is God; therefore, no demon can overpower Him or steal our souls. 
Acts 16:18 Romans 8:37-39 Ephesians 6:10-18 Colossians 1:13-14  1 John 5:18 
 

Baptism 
Whether it is pouring, dunking, or sprinkling, what is baptism all about? The idea of ceremonial washing or cleansing 
appears repeatedly in the Mosaic laws of purification. Later, cleansing and purification were incorporated into the new 
covenant relationship and symbolized with baptism as a rite of initiation. John the Baptist transformed baptism from a rite 
to a positive moral act. For him, baptism was a sign of repentance and purification from sins. 
 
Today, there are many understandings of the meaning of baptism, but it is something that the church has practiced from 
the beginning. Jesus Christ commanded his disciples to baptize new believers to signify their commitment to Him. In the 
book of Acts, people were baptized as soon as they heard and believed the message about Jesus. 
 
Baptism is a response to faith in Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 28:19  Mark 16:16 Acts 2:38; 8:12 1 Peter 3:21 
 
John the Baptist baptized Jesus. 
Matthew 3:13-17 Mark 1:9-11 Luke 3:21-22 John 1:31-34 
 
The church baptizes its members. 
Matthew 28:18-20 Acts 2:14; 16:31-33 
 

Blessed 
A blessing is much more profound than a polite response to someone‟s sneeze. When the Bible talks about blessing 
someone, it generally means giving good things that result in a state of happiness. Sometimes these blessings are 
material possessions, but more often they are intangible gifts such as love, faith and peace. 
 
In the Old Testament, God promised to bless Abraham and make Abraham and his descendants a blessing to all people. 
God intended for the Israelites to bless all people by revealing God and His nature to surrounding nations. The Israelites, 
however, failed to fulfill that role. They disobeyed God and received His discipline instead. 



 
Now we, as spiritual descendants of Abraham through our faith in Jesus Christ, have received the blessing God gave the 
Israelites (see Abraham). We have peace and a unique, intimate relationship with God. It is now our job to bless the 
nations by telling them the Good news of the death and resurrection of Christ. The gospel (see Gospel) is meant to be a 
blessing for all people. 
 
True Blessing comes from following God’s ways. 
Psalm 112:1-10 Matthew 5:1-12 Acts 20:35 James 1:25 1 Peter 3:9-14 
 
We can bless others, including those whom we love and our enemies. 
Genesis 27:1-4; 48:9 1 Peter 2:9 
 

Blood  
Life is in the blood. If you lose too much blood, you‟ll die, but a blood transfusion can bring you back to health. Our 
spiritual life also depends on a blood transfusion of sorts—a blood transfusion from the Lord Jesus Christ. He gave His 
life‟s blood on a torturous Roman cross (see crucify) to pay the penalty for our sin and to give us new life through a 
relationship with Him. 
 
Centuries before Christ‟s death, as a picture of what was to come, God told the Israelites (then slaves in Egypt) to apply 
splotches of lamb‟s blood (see Lamb) on the doorframes of their houses. It was a sign that they believed in God and 
trusted Him to spare their families from the angel of death whom God sent to Egypt (see Passover). Then through a 
system of bloody animal sacrifices (see Sacrifice), God offered forgiveness for sins in anticipation of Jesus Christ‟s 
ultimate perfect sacrifice on the cross for the sins of us all. Although the Israelites‟s sacrifices had to be made over and 
over again, Jesus Christ‟s crucifixion paid the debt for our sins once and for all; no more sacrifices are needed. 
 
Blood is life and life is sacred. 
Genesis 4:3-10; 9:6; 37:12-34 Leviticus 7:26-27; 17:11  Deuteronomy 12:23 
 
Just as the blood of the Old Testament sacrifices had to be applied to take effect, we must individually apply 
Jesus Christ’s sacrificial blood to our lives in order to have a right relationship with God. 
Exodus 12:22-23; 24:8; 29:20-21 Hebrews 9:11-15, 19-20,22; 10:19-23 
 
When Jesus Christ (the only perfect, sinless person who ever lived) was crucified, His life’s blood paid the 
penalty for all our sins—past, present and future. 
Romans 3:22-26; 5:.9 Ephesians 1:7 Colossians 1:19-20      1 John 1:7         Revelation 1:4-6 
 
The blood of Jesus Christ is a precious reminder to Christians of all Jesus suffered in order to wash away our 
sins and bring us into a close relationship with Him. 
Hebrews 10:29  1 Peter 1:18-19  Revelations 1:5 
 
The Lord Jesus asks us to remember His costly death by partaking of symbols of His body and blood—bread and 
wine—in Communion services with fellow believers. 
Matthew 26:20, 26-28 Mark 14:22-24 Luke 22:19-20 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

Bread 
In many cultures, bread is the essential element of the diet. In the Old Testament, God provided special bread (called 
manna) for the people of Israel as they were wandering in the desert. The manna rained down on them as “bread from 
heaven” (Exodus 16:4). Yet God also told His people that “man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 8:3). 
 
Jesus Christ used bread as a symbol of His body being broken in death. Christians remember Christ‟s death by “breaking 
bread” (eating bread) together during church services, just as Jesus commanded His disciples to do the night before He 
was crucified. This part of a church service is usually called “Communion” or “the Lord‟s supper.” Taking part in 
Communion helps us remember the significance of Christ‟s death until He comes again. 
 
Jesus Christ is the “bread of life.” 
John 6:33-51 
 
Christians should remember Jesus Christ’s death by “breaking bread.” 
Matthew 26:26  Luke 22:19 Acts 2:42 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:23-28 
 



Children 
Today, a common misconception is that every person is a child of God. The truth is that each human being is a 
wonderfully unique creation of God, but only when we place our faith in Jesus for salvation do we become children of 
God. Does it seem like a stretch to compare humanity with cartoons? How much more difficult to wrap our minds around 
the fact that God adopts us, mere creations, as His children, giving us full access to His love and riches! 
 
Adoption is costly, and God so desires us that He paid our adoption fee with the very life of His only Son, Jesus. Will He 
forget, ignore or abandon us after all that effort? No, we have eternal life- and that begins immediately after the new birth.  
 
Jesus taught that people should have faith in Him like a child has faith in a parent. 
Matthew 18:2-4; 19:14  Mark 10:14-16 
 
Everyone who believes in Jesus Christ becomes a child of God. 
John 1:12-13  Romans 8:16  Ephesians 1:3-6 1 John 3:1 
 
As God’s children, we are heirs, and our position is guaranteed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Romans 8:14-17 Galatians 4:3-7 
 

Christ 
Christ meaning “anointed one” is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word Messiah. The Jews were waiting anxiously for 
the Messiah, the person guaranteed by God to be their leader and ruler. Every Jewish person living at the time of Jesus 
knew exactly that he or she was waiting for the coming of the Messiah. “Is he the one?” was the question everyone was 
debating about Jesus. Some said yes; some said no; and some said Jesus was a liar. 
 
Though the Old Testament is full of references to the Christ, the actual word Christ is used only in the New Testament. 
Jesus used the title Christ of himself in Luke 24:46. Christ was also used as a personal name (Mark 1:1; Luke 4:14). 
 
Why was the Christ so important? It is through God‟s Messiah that His promises are kept. One of the most meaningful 
times in the Bible that the title “Christ” is used occurred during Peter‟s declaration of who Jesus is. One day Jesus asked 
His close followers, “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the son of the Living God” (Matthew 
16:16). By this statement, Peter acknowledged that Jesus fulfills all the promises God ever made about the Messiah. 
 
In the four books written specifically about Jesus‟ life (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), Jesus is established as the person 
promised throughout the Old Testament. Once this fact is established, the rest of the Bible talks about Christ as a 
“given”—as the point of the entire Christian faith. To be a follower of Christ is to be a Christian. 
 
Jesus is introduced and established as the Christ. 
Matthew 1:16-17      Luke 2:8-12; 2:25-32 John 1:40-42; 4:25-29       Acts 2:36; 5:41-42 
 
People had wrong expectations of the person who would be the Christ. 
Luke 23:39  John 7:25-27, 40-43 
 
The Jewish leaders put Jesus to death for claiming to be the Christ. The truth is, because Jesus was the Christ, 
He had to die to pay for our sins. 
Matthew 26:62-68 Luke 22:66-71; 24:45-47 Acts 3:17-21; 12:2-3  
Romans 3:22-26; 5:6-8 1 Corinthians 15:3-4  1 Peter 3:18 
 
We are to believe in and follow Christ. He makes our relationship with God possible. 
Matthew 23:8-10 Romans 5:1-2; 8:1-2 2 Corinthians 5:17 Philippians 2:9-11 
 

Crucify or crucifixion 
Romans executed slaves and foreigners by the terrifying means of crucifixion. Crucify comes from the Latin word for 
cross, crux, a device of torture. A cross was made up of a post with a slot carved out for a crossbar. Crucifixion, as 
practiced by the Romans, involved nailing or tying the prisoner‟s arms to the crossbar, which the executioners then 
attached to the post. They forced the dangling prisoner to turn his legs to the side, knees bent up, so they could drive a 
spike through both ankles into the post. The weight of the prisoner‟s otherwise unsupported body made breathing almost 
impossible as his chest sagged down on his diaphragm. To inhale, he had to push up and off the spike, putting terrible 
pressure on his shattered ankles, or he could pull himself up by his nailed wrists. Death was gruesome, slow and 
inevitable. Jesus was executed on a cross, dying on behalf of all people. 
 
Jesus told his disciples ahead of time that He would be crucified. 
Matthew 20:19; 26:2 



 
Jesus was crucified with criminals and mocked by those who watched. 
Matthew 27:35-44 Mark 15:24-36  John 19:23-24, 31-37 
 
We teach that Jesus was crucified and rose from the dead. 
Acts 2:36  1 Corinthians 1:23 
 
Crucifixion is the means to entrance into a new life. 
Romans 6:1-11  1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Galatians 2:19-20 
 

Grace 
“You deserve a break today!” You won‟t find that popular advertising slogan in the Bible. The Bible tells us that the only 
thing people deserve from God is punishment because all of us have sinned (Romans 3:23). It is only because of God‟s 
grace that we do not receive what we deserve. Instead God offers eternal life as a free gift (see Romans 6:23). 
 
Grace—it‟s one of the most beautiful words in the Bible. Here‟s a helpful acronym:  
God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense.  
Our eternal riches in heaven—and every good thing we have or will receive—is an undeserved gift from God. 
 
God‟s grace is evident in His mercy. He often delays punishment in order to give us time turn to Him. Grace can also refer 
to God‟s goodwill toward us. Other qualities closely related to God‟s grace are His love, kindness, patience and 
forgiveness. 
 
Because of God’s grace, He provided Jesus Christ as a sacrifice so our sins could be forgiven. 
Romans 5:1-21  Ephesians 2:1-13 Titus 2:11-14 Hebrews 2:9 
 
God’s grace prompts Him to have mercy on us, allowing us to avoid the punishment we deserve. 
Psalm 86:15 Isaiah 30:18-19 John 1:14-17 1Timothy 1:12-16 Titus 3:3-7 
  
God’s grace enables us to accomplish the tasks He has given us and to live godly lives. 
1 Corinthians 3:10  2 Corinthians 8:1-7; 9:8; 12:7-10 
 

Heart 
The heart is a muscle at the center of the body that, through contraction and relaxation, sustains life. When it stops 
working, we cease to be alive. Yet a heart is more than an organ that pumps blood. In our culture, as well as in the Bible, 
the heart is a metaphor for the most sensitive areas of our lives, the place from which our passions are aroused and our 
worst plans are conceived. 
 
When we give our hearts to God, we love with all we have. This means we focus our attentions on Him and grow to desire 
His will for our lives. Sound impossible? Well, it isn‟t. When we give our hearts to the Lord, He gives us the Holy Spirit, 
who comes to live in our hearts. If we allow the Spirit to guide us, He will safeguard our hearts against self destruction sin 
and inspire us to serve God and others. 
 
The Bible describes the heart as the seat of our emotions. 
Psalm 40:8  Isaiah 65:14 
 
God’s number one commandment is to love Him with all of our hearts. This means serving Him, praising Him and 
striving to learn and live for Him. 
Deuteronomy 6:5 Joshua 22:5     1 Kings 8:61       Matthew 22:37-38 
 
God looks past false exteriors and sees the intentions of the heart. 
1 Samuel 16:7  1 Kings 8:37-40  Luke 16:15 
 
While we often associate the heart with the greatest love, it also contains the worst sins. 
Psalm 14:1  Jeremiah 17:9-10 Matthew 5:28; 15:19 
 
God has the power to change our hearts and heal the pain they contain. 
Ezra 1:5  Psalm 86:11-12; 147:3 Isaiah 61:1 
 
We’re told to apply God’s ways to our hearts. By doing so, we are promised blessings. 
Job 22:22  Proverbs 3:1-6 
 



The Holy Spirit lives in our hearts after we give our lives to God. 
Romans 5:5  Galatians 4:6 
 
Part of living a Christian life is focusing our hearts on spiritual matters. 
Matthew 6:19-21 Colossians 3:1-2 
 

Jesus 
At Christmastime, carols in the supermarket herald Jesus as the “newborn king.” The rest of the year, however, His name 
becomes a common swear word. Who is this man everyone can‟t stop talking about? 
 
2000 years ago, Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, Israel, to a virgin named Mary, who was descended from King 
David (see David). Raised in Nazareth by Mary and her husband, Joseph, Jesus lived the ordinary life of a carpenter‟s 
son. Those who knew Him didn‟t yet know that He was also God‟s son. At age 30, Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist 
and tempted by the devil in the desert. He then began healing, teaching and performing miracles throughout Judea. He 
called people to believe in Him as the only way to God. Jesus personally chose 12 men to live, work and minister with 
Him, but many others, including women, believed in, and even traveled with Him. He engaged people at every level of 
society—and usually was welcomed most by the poor, the sinful and the outcasts. The Jewish religious leaders, who 
eventually arrested Jesus when Judas betrayed Him, rejected Jesus. They used false witnesses, rigged a trial and put 
political pressure on Pilate to condemn Jesus to death. Hung on a Roman cross to die, Jesus paid the penalty for the sins 
of all humankind. Buried in a borrowed tomb, He rose on Sunday morning as proof that His mission to conquer sin and 
death had been accomplished. After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples and then returned to heaven 40 
days later with the promise that He would return again someday. 
 
Jesus‟ words and life show us how to live life, but His message was that humanity should respond to God‟s love. Jesus 
claimed to be much more than a wise man or great teacher. He claimed to be God and was willing to die for His creation 
so that their love relationship could be restored. How will you respond to Jesus‟ life and love? 
 
Through His birth, life, death and resurrection, Jesus fulfilled the hundreds of prophecies in the Jewish Scriptures (the Old 
Testament) that foretold of a coming Messiah, a Savior not only for the nation of Israel, but for the whole world. 
 
Jesus is born to Mary, a virgin. 
Matthew 1:18-25 Luke 2:1-20 
 
Jesus is baptized and begins His earthly ministry. 
Matthew 3:13-17 Mark 1:9-11  Luke 3:21-22  John 1:31-34 
 
Jesus is tempted by Satan. 
Matthew 4:1-11  Mark 1:12-13  Luke 4:1-13 
 
Jesus preaches the Sermon on the Mount. 
Matthew 5-7 
 
Jesus shares His last meal with His disciples. 
Matthew 26:17-30 Mark 14:12-25  Luke 22:7-20 
 
Jesus is arrested and crucified. 
Matthew 26:47-27:65 Mark 14:43-15:47 Luke 22:47-23:56 John 18:1-19:42 
 
Jesus comes back from the dead. 
Matthew 28  Mark 16  Luke 24   John 20-21 
 

Life 
Do you want to live forever? Jesus Christ says He‟s the only true way. He says He‟s the door to life of abundant blessing. 
God is the giver of life, and His role as such started with the creation of our ancestors, Adam and Eve. When sin entered 
the world, we were blocked, not only having eternal life with God, but also from a meaningful life on this planet. Both can 
be obtained through God himself. 
 
This is where Jesus enters the picture. He came to give us abundant life. He tells us to give Him our cares and stop 
worrying because worrying doesn‟t add a single hour to our lives. Jesus also tells us to stop selfishly hoarding our lives; 
instead, we are to freely give them away by serving Him. In a strange paradox, it‟s only when we lose our lives to Him that 
we gain them back. Jesus reminds us that if we get everything the world has to offer, yet lose our souls, we haven‟t really 
lived. 



Doing what Jesus asks is a risk because it means trusting Him. Our only alternative is to never really live. 
 
God started life as we know it by creating our ancestors, Adam and Eve, as well as our universe. 
Genesis 2:7-9   John 1:3-4 
 
God is in control of the length of our lives. Knowing Him can add years to our lives. 
Proverbs 9:11; 14:27  Luke 12:33-25 
 
Jesus Christ died on our behalf. After three days, God raised Him back to life. 
Matthew 20:19   Acts 2:32  Romans 4:25 
 
Only God can direct us to the path of eternal life, which He gives us through Jesus Christ. 
Psalm 16:11; 36:9; 103:4   Matthew 19:16-17 John 3:15-18, 36; 11:25; 14:6 Hebrews 7:16 
 
Yielding our lives to the Lord is the only way we can truly live. The moment of salvation is only the beginning of 
our lifelong journey of continuously giving our lives to God. 
Matthew 16:25-26   Mark 8:35   John 10:10   Romans 6:4   Philippians 1:20-21  Colossians 3:7 
 

Mary 
In the New Testament, the name Mary is just about as common as the names John and Amy are today. There are three 
notable Mary‟s in the Bible, all of whom were dedicated to Jesus Christ and recognized that He was God. These three 
women also modeled lives of faith. The first Mary we encounter is Jesus‟ mother. A virgin, she was chosen by God to 
have a child—Jesus—through the Holy Spirit. When the angel told her of her pregnancy, she replied, “I am the Lord‟s 
servant. May it happen to me as you have said” (Luke 1:38). Later, Mary became one of Jesus‟ followers and was part of 
the group who received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
 
Mary Magdalene became a follower of Jesus after He exorcised seven demons from her. She had the privilege and joy to 
be one of the first people to know Jesus had risen from the dead and was blessed to be the first person to see the 
resurrected Jesus (John 20:11-18). 
 
Another Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, was eager to learn Jesus‟ teaching. She longed to be still before Him and 
learn from Him. Jesus said that she had chosen the “one thing” that was needed (Luke 10:42). 
 
Mary, Jesus’ mother, is a virgin when she gives birth to Jesus. She later becomes one of his followers. 
Matthew 1:16-20 Mark 15:47  Luke 1:27-2:19  Acts 1:14 
 
Jesus casts out seven demons from Mary Magdalene, who becomes one of Jesus’ followers. She is one of the 
first people to know that Jesus has risen from the dead. 
Matthew 27:56-61 Mark 15:40; 16:1 Luke 8:2 
 
A third Mary is a follower of Jesus. She, her sister Martha, and her brother Lazarus open their home to Jesus. 
Luke 10:38-42  John 11:1-45; 12:1-8 
 

Revelation 
If we wish to know something, like a piece of rock, then we must investigate it. We must crack it open and probe its 
contents or run tests on it. If we wish to know someone like ourselves (i.e., other humans), then they must share their 
thoughts with us, and we must observe them to determine if what they say is true. 
 
But what if we want to know about something greater than ourselves? If God does not reveal Himself to humans, then we 
can only guess what He is like. Revelation is God stooping down to humanity and showing and telling us who He truly is 
and what He is really like. 
 
God keeps things simple. His one-word answer to life‟s two deepest mysteries is Jesus! What is God Like? Jesus. The 
whole Bible reveals this amazing rich story. 
 
God reveals His thoughts to humankind through the Holy Spirit. 
Psalm 147:19  Amos 4:13 Habakkuk 2:2-3  Romans 1:17 
 
Revelations can tell us what God plans to do. 
Genesis 6:11-21; 17:15-19 Exodus 3:7-8 Daniel 2:3-47 Revelation 1:1 
 
Revelations can enrich our relationship with God. 



Romans 16:25-26 Ephesians 3:2-6 
 
Revelations of hope and glory are given to God’s children. 
Luke 2:25-32  2 Corinthians 12:1-6  1 Peter 1:6-7 
 
We know God through His revelations, and revealing Himself to us through His word. 
Genesis 35:7  Exodus 6:3; 20:1-17  Galatians 1:15-16 
 

Righteous 
In the German language, righteousness and justice (see Justice) are the same word. Righteousness is not merely 
goodness; nor is it self righteousness, which smugly justifies hypocritical behavior. Righteousness is a lawful, equitable 
standard of evaluation. It measures actions, motives and intentions against God‟s holiness (see Holy). 
 
Ultimately, the God who made us will judge each person with perfect impartiality. He will find every one of us incapable of 
keeping His standard of righteousness. Because God is holy, He cannot tolerate any sin at all, and therefore it is 
impossible for us to please Him. But God wanted us with Him so much that He sent Jesus Christ to bridge the gap 
between our unrighteousness and God‟s holiness. When we accept Jesus as our Savior, He becomes our righteousness, 
and we come into God‟s loving presence. 
 
God’s character and deeds are always completely righteous. True righteousness comes only from Him. 
Psalm 11:7; 119:137 Jeremiah 23:5-6 Daniel 9:14  Matthew 5:20 
 
Human beings, left to their own understanding of right and wrong, fall short of God’s standard, which results in 
those human beings spending eternity separated from God. 
Psalm 1:5  Isaiah 64:6  Romans 3:10  Philippians 3:9 
 
The only way sinful humans can face a holy God is to accept God’s righteousness (through salvation) upon 
themselves. Those who accept by faith that Christ died on the cross in order to purchase righteousness for them 
(See Atonement) are declared righteous; that is, for Jesus Christ’s sake, God now views them as righteous. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 Philippians 1:11 

 
Salvation 
Some people call for God to save them only when they are desperate and in immediate danger. In the Old Testament, 
when God‟s people called out to Him for salvation, they were looking for deliverance from their enemies. We may not 
have an army on our doorstep, but we‟re all in immediate danger from the effects and consequences of sin (see Sin). We 
can‟t save ourselves from this; we need a rescue operation. Thankfully, God executed the rescue operation for salvation. 
He sent his Son to save the world by paying the penalty for sin and bringing us back to God. Salvation is all God‟s work, 
but we must grab hold of His lifeline, Jesus Christ. 
 
Salvation demonstrates the faithfulness and love God has for all people. 
Psalm 119:41  Isaiah 51:8  Jonah 2:9  Luke 3:4-8 
 
Only through Jesus Christ do we have salvation from the penalty of sin and entrance into eternal life with God. 
Luke 1:77  John 3:16  Acts 4:12; 13:26-32 1 Thessalonians 5:9 
 
We enjoy the salvation of our souls now, and we will experience complete salvation from the physical pain and 
presence of sin when Jesus Christ returns and we live with Him forever. 
Romans 13:11-12 Titus 2:11-14  Hebrews 9:28  1 Peter 1:3-5 
 
We cannot obtain salvation through out own power, goodness or sincerity. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 Hebrews 2:10  2 Peter 3:15  Revelation 7:10 
 

Scripture 
Log onto the Internet and you will find a plethora of personal web sites revealing the detailed private lives of their creators; 
their preferred films, educational backgrounds and favored pets. Scripture, also called the Bible, is like God‟s home page. 
The Bible is God‟s authorized autobiography and His communication with humans. He inspired selected authors to write 
down His story for us. 
 
Before Jesus Christ came to the earth, the collection of inspired writings consisted of what we now call the Old Testament, 
the books from Genesis through Malachi. After Jesus‟ resurrection, Scripture was completed with the inclusion of the New 
Testament, the books arranged from Matthew to Revelation.  



 
When we read the Bible, we hear from God and grow in our experience with Jesus Christ. All scripture points to Jesus, 
and our familiarity with Scripture leads us know Him more. 
 
When Jesus Christ came to the earth, He fulfilled the prophecies in scripture. 
Luke 4:21  John 19:24  Galatians 3:8 
 
All Scripture is from God and relevant for guiding our lives and teaching us and others. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
New Testament writers frequently referred to the Old Testament Scriptures in their writings. 
Romans 9:17  Galatians 3:16  1Timothy 5:18 
 

Son 
“If you really want to understand someone,” said President George W. Bush, “you look at his family and where he was 
raised.” Using this reasoning, what can we learn about Jesus Christ, the Son of God? The Bible says that Jesus is “the 
image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). This means that the Son is fully God; all of God the Father‟s qualities are 
manifested in Him: love, justice, righteousness, holiness. God the Son was also fully human; while He was on the earth, 
He shared our experiences: temptation, hunger, fatigue, pain and death. 
 
Since we belong to God, we now have the privilege of being called “Sons of God” (Romans 8:14). But it wasn‟t always this 
way. Back in Old Testament times, God considered only the people of Israel as His children. However, God revealed to 
His prophets that His Son, the Messiah, would come to earth. He would die for the sins of everyone, including non-
Israelites. After Jesus Christ‟s death and resurrection, the definition of son changed. Now a “son” or “child of God” is not 
just a blessing for the Jews; it has been extended to the Gentiles. However, there is a condition. Anyone who wants to be 
called a “child of God” must surrender his or her life to God. 
 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
Matthew 14:23-33; 16:13; 26:63-64 Mark 1:9-11 Luke 1:31-33 John 1:32-34; 3:16-18 
God the Son was also fully human, which is why the Bible also calls him the Son of Man. 
Daniel 7:13  Matthew 26:64  Mark 13:26  Luke 21:27 
 
Now that Jesus Christ has died, risen and is seated at the right hand of the Father, anyone who surrenders his or 
her life to Him can become a son or daughter of God. 
John 1:12-13  Romans 8:16-17; 9:6-8  1 John 3:1-2 
 

Truth 
What is truth? God is truth. Everything He says we can believe. There is no deception, no hypocrisy, and no half-truth in 
God. Our finite minds can‟t fully comprehend God or understand all His mysteries, but He is everything He says He is: the 
all-powerful, just, loving Creator of everything that exists. How do we know right from wrong? Through God alone, 
because He is truth and provides an accurate standard for ethics and morality. Whatever He does and commands us to 
do is right. Anything God hates and forbids us to do is wrong. 
 
Humans, on the other hand, tend to try to cover up their blemishes, present themselves in the best light or skew the truth 
to reveal only the details that make their case. But nothing we do can change the truth. When we try to cover it up, we are 
imprisoned by our lies. But because we know God‟s forgiveness is available, we can dare to confess (see Confess) our 
sins and admit that we do not measure up to God‟s standards of perfection. Only then are we truly free to let ourselves be 
known because our sins, ugly as they may be, are forgiven. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free” (John 8:32). 
 
God is the embodiment of truth. Everything He does is right. All truth is God’s truth. 
Psalm 33:4-5 Isaiah 45:18-19    Mark 12:14   John 14:16-17 1 John 5:20    Revelation 3:14 
 
We should seek God’s truth and be truthful in all we do. 
Psalm 15:1-5 Zechariah 8:16-17 John 3:19-21 Ephesians 4:14-15 
 

World 
World does not refer to the landmass represented by the globe of the earth; it refers to people, perspectives and 
practices. When we say that God loves the whole world, we mean that God loves all people. However, God hates the 
perspectives and practices that belong to the “prince of this world” (John 12:31), who is Satan (See Satan). That‟s why 
Christians are told not to love (see Love) this world. The important thing to remember is that the people God loves and the 
perspectives and practices He hates are under His control. 



 
The term world sometimes refers to the perspectives and practices that oppose God. 
Psalm 17:14  Isaiah 13:11  John 7:7; 8:23; 14:17   1 Corinthians 1:21; 5:10  Ephesians 6:12  Colossians 2:8  James 1:27  
 
The term world sometimes refers to humankind as a whole. 
John 1:10, 29; 3:16; 4:42; 8:26 
 
Satan is the “prince of this world.” 
John 14:30; 16:11 Ephesians 2:2  1 John 5:19  Revelation 12:9 
 
The world’s wisdom is foolish. 
1 Corinthians 1:20; 3:19  2 Corinthians 1:12 
 
Believers should not conform to the world’s patterns. 
Romans 12:2   Galatians 6:14 
 
Believers are in the world, but are not of the world. 
2 Corinthians 10:3  Galatians 6:14      Colossians 2:20  James 4:4     1 Peter 1:1; 2:11 
 
Believers can overcome the world through Christ- and His indwelling Holy Spirit. 
1 John 5:4 
 

Worship 
Human beings are designed to worship. The soul craves someone or something to adore: the sports hero, the film 
celebrity, the musical entertainer, a philosophy or political party. Worship celebrates the worth of that which is worshiped. 
People are intrinsically motivated to worship what they value, honor and love. 
 
True worship involves the whole being of the worshiper. The worshiper places the worshiped being or thing ahead of 
every other concern, including concern for self. That‟s why worship is a sacrifice (see Sacrifice). God calls us to worship 
Him because He is the most worthy recipient of our adoration. Worship overflows from our loving relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. 
 
We are to worship only the Lord, for He alone is worthy. All other objects are substitutes and will disillusion us in 
time. 
Exodus 23:25  Psalm 29:2  Matthew 4:10 
 
True worship overflows from our hearts and minds. Our entire lives should reflect our worship. 
Psalm 95:6  Luke 4:8  John 4:22-24  Romans 12:1-2 
 
Worship is a pledge of devotion and an expression of love and worth. 
Psalm 97:7 Isaiah 44:15 Romans 1:25 2 Thessalonians 2:4 Revelation 4:10-11 
 
 



Glossary of Christian words and phrases 
 
ABUNDANT LIFE  
 
The abundant life is the life we can have with Jesus. He alone is everything we need for love, joy and peace. This does 
not mean a life free from pain or always getting what we think we need. Having a full life in Jesus sets us free from the 
past, makes us secure in the present and hopeful for the future.  
 
ASK JESUS INTO YOUR HEART  
 
This is a figure of speech that uses a physical organ to describe a spiritual concept. We think of the heart as the place 
where people make their most important decisions both morally and spiritually. To ask Jesus into your heart is to invite 
Him into your life as your Savior and Lord. It describes the act of becoming a Christian.  
 
ASSURANCE OF SALVATION  
 
The Bible says that we can know that we will go to Heaven when we die because of our faith in Jesus Christ's sacrifice to 
forgive us for our sins. Those who have committed their lives to Christ can know without a shadow of a doubt they have 
eternal life. (I John 5:10-13) 
 
BODY OFCHRIST  
 
This is a metaphor describing the entire church (1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 4:11-13). The parts of the body represent 
Christians with individual gifts and talents all working together to please God. Jesus Christ is the head of the church 
(Ephesians 4:15).  
 
BORN AGAIN  
 
This is not reincarnation and does not refer to a Christian denomination.  You won't find a "First United Born Again 
Church.”  Instead, "born again" describes the spiritual state of those who commit their lives to Jesus Christ. Every person 
has just one physical life, but they also have a spiritual life that is dead because of sin. Jesus Himself used this phrase to 
explain that our spirits are brought to life by God when we embrace Jesus Christ as the only way to experience eternal life 
(see John 3:3-8). Once we are born again, our spirit lives on for eternity even when our physical life ends,  
 
BROTHER & SISTER IN CHRIST  
 
The New Testament uses the terms "brother" and "sister" to express the close, family relationship that exists between 
followers of Jesus Christ as God's adopted children. Because we all have God as our spiritual Father and the Holy Spirit 
living inside us, other believers are our brothers and sisters in a spiritual sense.  
 
CHRISTIAN WALK  
 
The disciples literally walked miles and miles with Jesus on the dusty roads of Galilee and Judea. Our Christian walk is 
the life we live as Christians as we follow Jesus' footsteps‟ in a spiritual sense. We can walk with Him or away from Him, 
and the habits and attitudes of our life will show it. 
 
CHRIST·LIKE  
 
This phrase is used to describe someone who demonstrates the attributes that Jesus Christ modeled in Scripture, such as 
love, humility, gentleness and kindness. The goal for each believer is to be Christ-like, which is only attainable as we grow 
in our love for and dependence on Him.  
 
 
COMMUNION  
 
Christians hold different convictions regarding the full significance of this worship service. Communion is a service where 
Christians remember and participate in the death of Jesus Christ by eating bread and drinking juice or wine. It is also 
called the Lord's Supper because, when Jesus ate the last Passover with His disciples, He commanded believers to do 
this until His return.  
 
CONVERSION  
 



Conversion is the act of turning to God and becoming a Christian. It can describe both the moment of prayer to profess 
faith in Christ or the process leading up to that point and the accompanying change in a person's life.  
 
DENOMINATION  
 
A denomination is like a "flavor" of Christianity or a “favorite way” of doing church. Denominations are organizations that 
are made up of churches that share common traditions in their services and common perspectives in their doctrine. All 
truly Christian denominations uphold the same basic beliefs of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, who is God in 
human form and who died for our sins.  
 
DISCIPLER  
 
A disciple is a tutor, advisor or mentor in issues of faith. The process and purpose of such a relationship is sometimes 
referred to as discipling. A related term, discipleship, pertains to the goal of becoming more like Jesus Christ.  
 
DOOR OF OUR HEART  
 
Jesus said, "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in" 
(Revelation 3:20). A famous painting shows Jesus standing at a door and waiting patiently for admission. A close 
examination of the painting reveals that the door has no doorknob. That is because the knob is on the inside. This picture 
represents Jesus asking to come into a person's heart. Jesus will not force His way in. Instead, He stands at the door of 
our lives, asking permission to enter and promising to come in if we let Him. This verse is often used to explain accepting 
Christ's offer of salvation, but it applies even more directly to His offer of forgiveness and fellowship to those who already 
know Him.  
 
EVANGELISM OR EVANGELISTIC  
 
Evangelism is any part of Christianity that places an emphasis on telling other people about Jesus Christ. This could 
include denominations, churches, sermons, books, magazines, Web sites and music. God‟s Word is very clear and 
emphatic about our responsibility as Christians to share our faith through how we live, but also through what we say and 
how we say it.  
 
FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD  
 
Having fellowship with God includes spending time with God through prayer, worship and Bible study. It is having a close 
relationship with Him.  
 
GREAT COMMISSION  
 
This phrase is the designated title for Jesus' command in Matthew 28:19-20 to "Go.then, to all people everywhere and 
make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey 
everything I have commanded you." This command is for every believer.  
 
HEAVENLY FATHER  
 
This is a term Jesus Christ sometimes used to refer to God. This term also describes the loving, nurturing, protective 
relationship God has with us.  
 
LAST SUPPER  
 
The last meal Jesus ate with His disciples before his crucifixion is referred to as the Last Supper. It was the traditional 
Passover meal, commemorating the Israelites' deliverance from slavery In Egypt and the death angel's „passing over‟ 
every home that had the required blood of a lamb on the door posts (see Passover). Because Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who died for us, He used the Passover meal symbolically to illustrate this truth. During the Last Supper, Jesus instituted 
the ongoing observance of Communion (see Communion).  
 
NEW BIRTH  
 
This phrase refers to what we receive when we accept Jesus Christ's gift of eternal life (see Born Again). It is not a 
physical birth, like when we originally came into the world, but a spiritual birth, when our hearts are made alive and new. I 
have an entire message and booklet on what is entailed in the new birth and what it means. 
 



RECOMMIT YOUR LIFE TO CHRIST  
 
Most people have had times when their faith felt pushed off to the wayside or at a dead end. When we decide to get our 
spiritual life back on track, we '”rededicate" ourselves to the Lord. We remember how we prayed and accepted Jesus into 
our hearts and lives, and we commit to a new start  
 
RELATIONSHIP WITH G0D  
 
Though we cannot see God, He is completely real, and so is the relationship that we enjoy with Him because His Holy 
Spirit dwells in our hearts. We develop this relationship in the same way we grow closer to other people, i.e. by being 
together. The relationship grows when we spend time praying, studying God‟s Word, fellowshipping with other believers 
and serving God. Most of all, our relationship with God is about loving Jesus more and more.  
 
SINNER'S PRAYER  
 
This is a prayer in which we admit our separation from God's holiness because of our sins and request God's forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ. It might be similar to the one below:  
 
Oh God, I know I am a sinner and have broken your laws. If I were to die right now, I do not know if I would go to be with 
you in Heaven. I have heard of your love for me. I believe Jesus Christ died for my sins, rose from the grave and is alive 
forever. I put my faith in you, Jesus, for my salvation. I receive you as my Savior. I put the eternal destiny of my life in your 
hands alone. Thank you for saving me. Amen  
 
When the sinner's prayer is prayed sincerely, the person praying the prayer becomes a Christian, a child of God.  
 
SPIRIT-FILLED  
 
All Christians have the Holy Spirit living within them. Those who are filled with the Spirit are allowing Him to be in control, 
and It shows in their attitudes and actions. Barnabas was said to be "a good man, full of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 11:24), but 
Ephesians 5:18 says we should all be filled with the Spirit. It's not an option.  
 
TESTIMONY (Story) 
 
An account of God's spiritual work in an individual's life that is often applied to the story of how an individual came to 
believe in Jesus Christ and the results of that experience in their life.  
 
TRINlTY  
 
If God is so much greater than we are, it shouldn't be surprising that we can't fully understand Him. Through a complete 
reading of the Scriptures, it is evident that the one true God exists and reveals Himself as three perfectly united Persons--
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Each is equal in character but differs in role and function, We worship one  
God in three Persons, not three gods. Even though the Trinity is an impossible concept to truly wrap our brains around, 
those religions that deny the Trinity are considered false.  
 
W.W.J.D.  
 
W.W.J.D. is an acronym for the question, 'What Would Jesus Do?" The expression, popularized in the 1990s, originated 
with the book, In His Steps, by Charles Sheldon. Written in the late 1800s, the story tells how a minister challenges his 
congregation to base every decision on this question: What would Jesus do if He were in that situation? The letters 
WWJD are printed on bracelets, key chains, bumper stickers, rings, etc, to remind people to strive to follow Jesus' 
example.  
 
YIELD YOUR LIFE  
 
To yield your life is to submit your life to God's authority. When we yield at an intersection, we let other cars go ahead of 
us and proceed uninterrupted. When we yield to God, we let go of our plans and desires and allow Him to take first place 
in our lives and to proceed with His plans for us.  
 
 
 
 
 



THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT BEST DESCRIBES THE DECISION I AM MAKING:  
 
Check One  
 
______ I prayed to receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. 
 
______ I am still considering becoming a Christ follower.  
 
______ I have received Jesus Christ as my Savior but don't have assurance that my sins are forgiven or that I have 
eternal life. I would like assurance of salvation.  
 
______ I have received Jesus Christ as my Savior, but I have failed Him. I am seeking His forgiveness.  
 
______ I have a special need I would like to discuss with someone. 
 
 
COMMITTING MY LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST 
 
You prayed with the evangelist to receive Jesus Christ. You asked Jesus Christ to come into your life. What does the 
Bible say happened?  
 
In the Bible, Jesus Christ says, "Listen! I stand at the door and knock: if any hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
into their house and eat with them, and they will eat with me" (Revelation 3:20)  
 
What did Jesus Christ say He would do if you asked Him in?  
 
"l will __________________  
 
So where is He right now? _________________________  
 
What happened when you received Christ? __________________________________________ 
 
The Bible says, "But to all who believed him (Jesus Christ) and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of 
God. They are reborn!" (John 1:12-13).  
 
What did you become when you received Jesus Christ? ________________________________ 
 
The Bible also says, "If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised him from death, you will be saved" 
(Romans 10:9).  
 
What does this verse promise to those who confess and believe in Jesus Christ?  
 
You will _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE VERSES:  
 
Acts 16:31  John 3:16  Ephesians 2:8-9  Romans 10:13  Romans 6:23  
 
 
 
LET'S REVIEW THE BASIC FACTS OF THE MESSAGE:  
 
1. God's Plan: Peace and Life  
 
The message stressed that God loves you and wants you to fully experience the peace and life that only He can give. The 
Bible says, "For God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son-Jesus Christ, so that everyone who believes in 
Him may not die but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  
 
2. Humanity's Problem: Separation  
 



Being at peace with God is not automatic because human beings by nature are separated from God. The Bible says, 
“Everyone has sinned and is far away from God‟s saving presence” (Romans 3:23). Romans 6:23 adds: “For sin pays its 
wage-death; but God‟s free gift is eternal life in union with Christ Jesus our Lord.” Humanity has tried to bridge this 
separation in many ways…without success.  
 
3. God's Remedy: the Cross  
 
God's love bridges the gap of separation between God and humanity. When Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose from 
the grave. He paid the penalty for our sins. In the Bible, Jesus Christ says: "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one 
goes to the Father except by me (John 14:6).  
 
4. Our Response: Receive Jesus Christ  
 
God invites us to respond to His love by crossing the bridge through trusting Jesus Christ. This means accepting Christ‟s 
death on the cross as payment for our personal sins and receiving Him as our Savior and Lord. The Bible says, “To all 
who received Him (Christ), to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God (John 1:12).  
 
The invitation is to:  
 
Repent (turn from your sins) by faith, receive Jesus Christ into your heart and life, and follow Him in obedience as the 
Lord of your life  
 
What to pray:  
 
"Oh God, I know I am a sinner and incomplete without you in my life. Right now, I turn from my sins and turn to 
you. I believe Jesus Christ died for my sins, rose from the grave and is alive forever. I open the door of my heart 
and life, receiving Jesus Christ as my Savior. I want to follow Him as Lord of my life. Make me whole and come 
into my life. I choose to follow you. Thank You for Your forgiveness and leadership. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF SALVATION  
 
You say you have received Jesus Christ as your Savior, but lack assurance of eternal life. Look at these promises. The 
Bible says. "For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son (Jesus Christ) so that everyone who believe in 
Him may not die but have eternal life (John 3:16),  
 
What does God promise you? ______________________________________________________________________  
 
What did God give to make eternal life possible? _______________________________________________________ 
 
What must you do to possess eternal life? ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus Christ says, "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never die. No one can snatch them away from me” (John 10:27-28).  
 
What are you promised?  
 
"I give them ___________________________” 
 
"And they shall never _______________________” 
 
"No one can ______________ them away from _________________."  
 
The Bible says, 'And this is the record, that God has given us eternal life, and this life has its source in His son, Jesus. 
Whoever has the Son has this life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I am writing this to you so 
that you may know that you have eternal life” (I John 5:11-13). 
 
ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE VERSES:  
Ephesians 1:7     John 5:24     Romans 8:38-39  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
RECOMMITMENT OR REDEDICATION  
 
You say you have received Jesus Christ before, but are coming to rededicate your life to Him. You may have failed Him 
and you are seeking His forgiveness.  
 
Here's How to Be Forgiven  
 
The Bible says “If we confess our sins to God, He will keep His promise and do what is right: He will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all our wrongdoing” (1 John 1:9).  
 
NOTE: "Confess" means to agree with God, such as I lied. I cheated. I was unkind. I lost my temper. 
 
What must we do to be forgiven? ___________________________ 
 
What does God say He will do if we confess? _______________________ 
 
Right now take time to be specific with God ... confess your sins  
 
STEPS TO FOLLOW OUR CONFESSION  
 
The Bible says “You will never succeed in life if you try to hide your sins. Confess them and give them up; then God will 
show mercy to you” (Proverbs 28:13),  
 
What happens if we try to hide our sins?  
 
We ________________________ 
 
Following confession we must ______________________________ 
 
Note: The apostle Paul said “I do my best always to have a clear conscience before God and people” (Acts 24:16)  
 
If you have wronged someone, you need to make it right not only with God, but also with the one you have wronged. Take 
the necessary steps to do so.  
 
ADDITlONAL SCRIPTURE VERSES: 
 
Psalm 32:5   1 John 2:1-2   Psalm 66:18  

 

 
Taken from Starting Point Bible (Zondervan-Luis Palau Festival Edition) and edited/revised by Pastor Kirk Bane 


