
Sports with a Purpose Philosophy and Core Values 
 

STADIUMTEAMGAME 
 
The vision behind Sports with a Purpose (SWAP) is two-fold: equip the 
Christians of our Sports Teams and Leagues to influence Central Florida with the 
love of Christ by connecting them through sports and provide a social 
environment where believers can grow in their faith and fellowship and build 
redemptive relationships.  Most of our local Church ministries draw a person into 
our church buildings but SWAP is designed to take us out of our church buildings 
and into the community. 
Most of us today know Mt. 4: 19-20, the story of Peter and Andrew, when Christ 
recruited them to become Apostles.  "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will 
make you fishers of men."  Christ ministered to Peter and Andrew from where 
they were and used language that was applicable to the life they were already 
living. In 2 Cor. 5:20, we are called to be Christ’s ambassadors as we are going 
about our everyday life.  The Great Commission tells us that we should be about 
building redemptive relationships while traveling our daily journey.  We as a 
ministry are called to equip people to impact others for Christ along their life's 
journey?  To utilize a social environment where we can communicate to non-
believers in a relevant and natural way?  Most of us will not be called to be a full-
time foreign missionary but we are called to be full-time missionaries in our every 
day journey of life. 
 
So where does sports ministry fit in with the rest of the local Church's ministries? 
Most Church’s already have ministries that are focused internally. All of these 
internal ministries are necessary (worship, fellowship, discipleship, 
encouragement, etc.). They are "stadium" type ministries. They care for, tend 
to, and build up our people. The purpose of any "stadium" ministry however, is to 
get people in the arena and save their life. The reality is that fewer than 25% of 
most church's current ministries are "game" functions or ministries. The goal of 
SWAP is to provide another way for our people to get in the game of engaging 
our culture. 
The vision, however, goes beyond just adding more things to do outside of our 
church walls. This "game time" mindset must pervade your heart and mind. 
This means that we must also stretch our thinking beyond the traditional means 
by which our people share their faith. As the culture changes, so must our 
methods. The Message never changes but our methods should change 
regularly. 
 
The opportunities are limitless in this area of outreach. There have to some 
critical steps, though, for SWAP to be successful.  First, people must know their 
calling and our main calling is to train those believers in our program to use their 
spiritual gifts in order to build redemptive relationships in our community. This 
means that they need to know the basics of sharing their faith. This can be done 



through our training times with the leadership and coaches to teach basic 
relationship evangelism around STORY:  Discovering the story of those around 
us; Developing our personal story in a relevant and concise way; and then 
discerning when and how we can share the story of Christ who came to 
provide a way for us to engage in the game of eternal life.  We as Christ-
followers are now ready to get on the team and lead others into the “true” game.  
This is where the SWAP program comes into the picture. This is the group that 
helps identify and build up our sports ministry opportunities. This team helps 
search out new areas to impact, new methods, new people, etc. This team 
provides leadership to this growing, vital area of building redemptive 
relationships.   
 

Sports Ministry Core-Values 
 
These core values were developed in order to give a strong scriptural 
background on all aspects of the sports ministry. The sports ministry was formed 
in order to bring more fellowship to the body of believers and also to provide a 
way for us as followers of Christ to build redemptive relationships in our 
community. 
By getting involved in this ministry it becomes increasingly more important that 
our actions, attitude and motivation honors and glorifies the Lord. The hope and 
prayer of this ministry is that it is Biblical and supported by Scripture. These 
Biblical by-laws were created to provide hope, encouragement, and guidance as 
we apply them in our lives on and off the playing fields. 
 
GLORIFYING GOD 
Our # 1 goal in this ministry is to glorify our father in heaven: 

 1 Corinthians 6:20 "For you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body." 

 Psalm 86:9 "All nations whom You have made shall come and worship 
before You, 0 Lord, and shall glorify Your name." 

 
FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS 
God desires us to have fellowship with other believers: 

 Hebrews 10:25 "Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another- and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching." 

 Acts 2:44 "All the believers were together and had everything in 
common." 

 
STAY IN SHAPE 
Obviously, sports are a good avenue to keep your in shape and honor God with a 
healthy body: 

 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 



Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it 
to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight 
like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so 
that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the 
prize.” 

 1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
it all for the glory of God.” 

 1 Timothy 4:8 “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has 
value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to 
come.” 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
We are commanded in Scripture to Love one another: 

 John 15:12-13 "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends." 

 1 John 3:23 "And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us." 

 
ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER 
As believers we are to encourage one another: 

 1 Thessalonians 5:11 "Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

 Hebrews 10:24 "And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds." 

 
BE A GOOD WITNESS 
This is a very important; we are commanded in scripture to share the gospel with 
those around us. Although we are not all called to be preachers or evangelists, 
we can share the Gospel by the way we live and conduct ourselves. Remember, 
"You may be the only Bible some people will every read." 

 Matthew 5:48 "Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect." 

 Philippians 1:27-A "Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ." 

 
HAVE AN ATTITUDE OF HUMILITY 
It is part of our Christian walk to be humble in all that we do. Christ is our perfect 
example of humility. Even Jesus said "The Son of man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many". (Mark 10:45, 
Matthew 20:28) 

 Philippians 2:3-5 "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but 
in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look 
not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your 
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus." 



 Ephesians 4:2-3 "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace." 

 
FORGIVENESS 
No one is perfect! We are all sinners and we all have faults and different 
personalities, we are not to hold a grudge against another person if they sin 
against us. We are commanded in Scripture to forgive each other, just as God 
has forgiven us. 

 Matthew 18:21-22 "Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  “Up to 
seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times." 

 Ephesians 4:32 "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you." 

 Colossians 3:13 "Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you." 

 
CAUSING SOMEONE TO STUMBLE 
Not everyone struggles with the same problems or situations as someone else. 
We are all weak in different areas, and we don't want to put a stumbling block in 
the way of another person who may be weak in an area we are not. 

 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 "All things are lawful for me, but not all things are 
helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify. Let no one 
seek his own, but each one the other's well-being." 

 1 Corinthians 10:32-33 "Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, 
Greeks or the church of God, even as I try to please everybody in every 
way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that 
they may be saved." 

 2 Corinthians 6:3 "We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that 
our ministry will not be discredited." 

 
THE TONGUE 
It is one of the smallest parts of our body, yet it can get us in the most trouble. 
Before we speak, we should stop and think:  

 "Will these words build up and encourage my brother, or will they be 
harmful?”   

 “Do these words glorify or dishonor God?”   
I believe many of us would say much less if we really thought about these things 
before we spoke. 

 James 3:5 “Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 
See how great a forest a little fire kindles!" 

 James 3: 10 "Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be so." 

 1 Peter 3:10 "For He who would love life and see good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit." 



 Matthew 5:21-22 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 
'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'  But 
I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to 
the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the 
fire of hell. 

 
SHARING 
As believers we need to share the things that God has blessed us with. Whether 
it’s money, food, or a glove, everything we have is God's and has been provided 
by God. 

 1 Timothy 6:18 "Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to give, willing to share." 

 Hebrews 13:16 "But do not forget to do good and to s hare, for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased." 

 
RULES 
Rules are established so that everyone will know how they should conduct 
themselves and to keep everyone safe. We need to follow the rules the ministry 
has adopted. 

 Romans 13:1 "Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, 
for there is no authority except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 2 Timothy 2:5 "And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not 
crowned unless he competes according to the rules." 

 
LEADERSHIP 
Leadership can be very rewarding, but it can is also a big responsibility. As 
leaders in a ministry we must be able to encourage one another and to put their 
needs above our own. We need to be accountable to the ministry we are 
involved in, to the others in leadership, and most importantly, to our Lord and 
Savior. We need to be blameless, and above reproach, worthy of respect and 
able to handle the responsibilities of the ministry we are involved in. Are you 
called to be in leadership? 

 James 2:1 “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 
don't show favoritism." 

 1 Peter 5:2-3 "Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, 
serving as overseers--- not because you must, but because you are 
willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 
not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock." 

 1 Peter 4:10 "Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms 

 2 Timothy 2:15 "Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and correctly 
handles the word of truth." 



 2 Timothy 2:16 “Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it 
will become more and more ungodly." 

 1 Timothy 3:7 "He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so 
that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap." 

 
PRAYER 
We are commanded in scripture to pray for one another: 

 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 "Pray continually; give thanks on all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." 

 James 5:16 "Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective." 

 
RESPECT AUTHORITY 
The Lord has placed certain people in leadership positions. This does not mean 
that they are any better than any one else, or that God has favor on them. 
However, we must respect the decisions of those in leadership whether we agree 
or disagree. Leadership is not always right, but they are accountable to God for 
the decisions they make. 

 Hebrews 13:17 "Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They 
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
advantage to you." 

 1 Timothy 2:1-2 "1 urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone, for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness." 

 
THE UMPIRES I REFEREES & OFFICIALS-AUTHORITY 
In athletic competition it is necessary to have an impartial mediator to be an 
authority over the competing teams, which in our Sports ministry is the umpire(s), 
officials or referees. These men and women are not being paid they are 
volunteering their time to serve in this ministry, and deserve our respect and 
courtesy - whether we agree or disagree with their decision. 

 Leviticus 19:18 "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of 
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD." 

 Philippians 2:14-15 "Do everything without complaining or arguing, so 
that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in 
a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe." 

 2 Timothy 2:23-24 "Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid 
arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord's 
servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to 
teach, not resentful." 

 
DISCIPLINE 



God-willing, this is an area that will never happen.  But regardless of whether it 
happens or not, guidelines for discipline need to be in place so that there is no 
confusion in case they need to be applied.  The most common problem area is 
questioning or arguing with the umpire or fighting with each other. Remember, 
God is not concerned with the outcome of a sporting event, He is more 
concerned with the attitude you display during and after the game. 

 Romans 12:18 "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone." 

 Hebrews 12:11 "No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. 
Later on, however it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for 
those who have been trained by it." 

 Proverbs 12:1 'Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who 
hates correction is stupid." 

 


