
Sports and Evangelism in our Modern Culture 

  

     In today’s modern culture, the pursuit of sports has become an all- consuming 
passion for a great number of people.  A recent survey shows that 90 percent of 
Americans watch, read about, or participate in sports once a month, and 70 
percent once a week.  Sadly, many have put sports above everything in their 
lives.  We watch it (ESPN), play it (leagues), read about it (sports pages), talk 
about it (talk shows) and fantasize about it (fantasy sports).    Mark Kriedler of 
ESPN.com, writes, “We are American sports geeks, after all.  We go from baseball to 
football to hockey and basketball without losing a single day from the calendar.  There is 
no off-season.  It’s a big, wide sporting landscape out there, and the bandwagon is the 
only mode of transportation that ultimately makes sense.”  Like it or not, people 
around the world are on the sports “bandwagon”. 
     Although this is a sad picture of misplaced priorities in our culture, it is a 
wide open door of opportunity for Sports With A Purpose.  We, the local church, 
are positioned like no one else to use sports to reach our communities for Christ. 
     Today’s church has done a great job of not only perceiving our community’s 
needs, but also in meeting them.  We have ministries for the homeless, 
addictions, the elderly, our children, adults, singles, married, women, men, 
television, radio, internet and so on.  However, the Christian community as a 
whole has failed to turn to our advantage one of the greatest  influences in 
today’s society.  How can we look out to the white harvest fields as Christ 
commanded us, yet fail to see one of the largest fields, begging to be harvested?   
     The bond of sports transcends all social and economic classes.   We find male 
and female, the rich and the poor, black, white, Latin,  Asian, religious and 
pagans all on the same teams and in the same leagues.  All united by the 
common bond of sports.  
 What better way then, to reach those around us?  In no other way can you reach 
your neighbor across the street, a co-worker across town, or a stranger across the 
world with the same ministry tool.  The same team that conducts a sports clinic 
in Orlando can conduct that same clinic anywhere in the world, with any sport. 
     Why Sports With A Purpose though?  Why a Christian based sports ministry at 
all?  First and foremost, local churches have in place the infrastructure to support 
the growing believer after the game experience is over. Once someone involved 
with Sports With A Purpose accepts Christ or renews their commitment to Him, 
they will need support.  No one has the complete package like the local church. 
 Sports With A Purpose focuses on relational evangelism.    By cultivating an 
honest, relevant friendship, we are able to build and maintain a redemptive 
relationship with our athletes.  The ultimate goal of this is introducing our 
friends to a lifestyle of walking with God, moment by moment, day by day.   
     What better way to help create a daily, Christ-centered lifestyle than through 
the daily habit of involvement with sports?  Sporting events provide an 
environment to communicate our faith in a simple and relevant way.   If you 
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could make an eternal difference in a family members, friends or co-workers 
life by simply “playing ball”, wouldn’t you?  Who wouldn’t!  It’s sports… 
 with a purpose. 

 

 


