
JOSEPH BRADWELL METTAM, 1919-1944

Born in Wyoming, Joe Mettam was a San 
Dieguito High School attendee who enlisted at 
Fort MacArthur in San Pedro, CA . His parents 
had operated a store in Solana Beach. He was 
assigned to the 500th Bombardment Squadron, 
345th Bombardment Group of the U.S. Army
Air Forces, operating in Papua, NewGuinea. On 
March 22, 1944, he was aboard B-24D #42-
41081 on a courier mission from Port Moresby 
airport to Nadzab airport when the low-flying 
aircraft crashed into a mountain, killing all twenty-
two men aboard (a common saying among the 
flyers was “there’s a rock in every cloud”). The 
crash site was not discovered until the early 
1980s; recovery and identification of the crew’s 
remains is documented in the book “A Missing 
Plane.” There is a Tablet Memorial for Cpl. 
Mettam in the Manila American Cemetery and 
Memorial in the Philippines.

HARVEY AIAU, 1930-1970

Born in Baltimore , Harvey was a 1953 graduate of the 
Naval Academy . He and his wife Ruth took up 
residence in Solana Beach in 1963. Soon after, he was 
detailed to a naval reconnaissance aircraft squadron 
based in Da Nang , Vietnam. LCDR Aiau was 
commanding an EC-121M (four-engine Lockheed 
Constellation) when the plane had engine difficulty and 
crashed during landing. A fellow pilot who served with 
him in Da Nang recalled him as a kind and humorous 
man and as one of the more likeable of the group. He 
is buried in Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery.

JOSEPH CHILES, 1915-1945

Joseph Chiles, born in Alabama, was a Lt (JG) 
in the US Naval Reserve. During a naval battle 
in the South Pacific near Guadalcanal, his 
destroyer took direct hits from Japanese 
aircraft. The ship managed to down several 
enemy aircraft but sank rapidly. He is 
remembered on a Tablet of the Missing at 
Manila American Cemetery and Memorial in the 
Philippines.

JESUS COVARRUBIAS, 1923-1945

Jesus Covarrubias, born in Texas and known to his 
friends as “Chuy,” graduated from San Dieguito High 
School in 1940. He enlisted in the US Army at Los 
Angeles in January 1943. One year later, assigned to a 
tank destroyer battalion reconnaissance company, he 
was one of the men who stormed ashore at the Anzio 
beachhead near Cassino, Italy . Wounded and 
hospitalized, he recovered to proceed into Southern 
France. He was killed in Germany on April 29th, 1945, 
only eight days before Germany ’s unconditional 
surrender. He is buried in the Lorraine American 
Cemetery and Memorial at St. Avold, France.

RAPHAEL CRUZ, 1935-1964

Raphael Cruz was born in Stockton to Florentino and 
Asencion Cruz and moved to Solana Beach soon 
thereafter, spending his first ten years in Solana Beach 
where he was known as “Ralphie.” He enlisted in the US 
Air Force and joined the 1st Air Commando 
Squadron. Ralphie began his tour on 2 September 1963 
and on 3 September 1964, still early in the Vietnam War, 
he volunteered to be part of a three-man crew of a B-26 
that was shot down during a covert operation called Farm 
Gate. The plane and crew remains were not located until 
1992 and identified in 1996. His remains were identified, 
in part, by a plastic Sears credit card he carried. His 
ashes are interred at the Golden Gate National Cemetery 
and at Arlington National Cemetery. A street at Hurlburt 
Air Force Base is named for him.

FRANK EUGENE DAWSON, 1921-1944

Gene Dawson was a Class of 1943 graduate of San 
Dieguito High School. Enlisting at Los Angeles in 
March 1944, he was assigned to the 60th Infantry 
Regiment.  He had just celebrated his birthday at a 
battlefield outpost when the German push at the Battle 
of the Bulge began in December 1944. A single man 
who had attended San Dieguito High School, he had 
been employed in civilian life as an aircraft fabric 
worker. He now rests in the Henri-Chapelle American 
Cemetery and Memorial in Belgium.
RICHARD DOSÉ, 1919-1943

In the late thirties with war approaching, Dick’s father 
George joined the Navy and became a pilot. Dick’s 
brother Robert also joined the Navy and became a pilot, 
later commanding the aircraft carrier Coral Sea. Dick 
was too young to join the Army Air Force so he went to 
Canada, joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1941 
and became a Spitfire pilot officer. He was sent to 
Britain and was shot down over Holland in a dogfight 
with German Messerschmitt fighters in April 1943. Just 
23, he was interred in the Netherlands at The Hague 
General Cemetery.

CHARLES DRAYTON HENRICKS, 1942-1969

Charles Henricks was born in Oklahoma during 
World War II. After moving to Solana Beach, he 
attended San Dieguito High School, Palomar 
College and Cal Polytech University in San Luis 
Obispo . In 1968 he enlisted in the Marine Corps 
and became First Lieutenant, flying medical 
evacuation helicopters. During combat operations 
in Quang Tri, South Vietnam , he insisted on 
evacuating a fellow Marine, rather than having the 
assigned crew do so. His helicopter was hovering 
at five feet over dense bamboo when the cockpit 
was struck by enemy fire, fatally wounding Lt. 
Henricks. A single man, he was buried in Ft. 
Rosecrans National Cemetery at the age of 
25. The Silver Star was awarded to him 
posthumously.

WALTER HUNT, 1923-1945

Alexander Walter Hunt, born in Canada, came to 
Solana Beach where he went to San Dieguito Union 
High School, graduating as senior class president in 
1941. He enlisted in the US Army in December 1942, 
and was later commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the Army Air Forces as a bombardier. On May 8, 
1945, Victory in Europe Day, he volunteered to 
substitute for a hospitalized crewmember of another 
crew. His B-24 was damaged by Japanese fire in a 
bombing run over the Marianas and could not return to 
Saipan, ditching in a choppy sea. All but two of the 
crew perished. Lt. Hunt is memorialized by a Tablet at 
the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific at 
Honolulu.

VICTOR LOPEZ, 1947-1969

Victor Lopez served in the US Army as Specialist 4 
in the First Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment (the 
“Black Lions”). The sixth of eight brothers, he grew 
up in Solana Beach and attended San Dieguito High 
School. Nicknamed “Chief”, he was the drummer for 
the local Apostolic Church group. He was part of the 
Army’s “Big Red One” First Infantry Division when 
his unit came under heavy fire from a North 
Vietnamese force in September 1968. Mortally 
wounded, he died in a field hospital in Vietnam, still 
in his early twenties. He rests in Oceanside ’s 
Eternal Hills cemetery.

SIMON DICK LYNDE, 1919-1943

Simon Lynde grew up in Solana Beach on his father’s 
ranch and truck farm. At age 22, he enlisted in the 
Army, going to flight school. He was assigned to the 
Army Air Corps Proving Ground at Eglin Field in Florida, 
which had just been designated as a site for gunnery 
training for fighter pilots, as well as a major testing 
center for aircraft equipment and tactics.  Commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant, he never made it overseas. His 
superiors considered him more valuable as an instructor 
than as a combat pilot. In March 1943, Simon was 
testing a plane on a gunnery flight when a wing failed 
and he was killed in the crash. He is buried in Ft. 
Rosecrans National Cemetery.

THOMAS L. MERICANTANTE, 1949-1968

Son of Michael and Maxine Mericantante of 
Solana Beach, Tom attended San Dieguito High 
School after having attended St. Brigid 
Academy and San Diego Military Academy. He 
enlisted in the US Army Corps of Engineers and 
served as a private first class in an engineering 
battalion in Vietnam ’s Quang Tri area. Eight 
months after enlistment, a fragmentation 
weapon took his life. He is interred in Ft. 
Rosecrans National Cemetery; he had not yet 
turned nineteen.

PEDRO OSORIO, 1915-1945

Pedro Osorio, born in Mexico in November 1915, 
came to the US where he grew up and married in the 
Solana Beach area. He enlisted in the US Army at 
Los Angeles in September 1944, and was assigned to 
Company I, 35th Infantry Regiment of the 25th 
Infantry Division.  On January 11, 1945 the 25th 
Division (known as the “Lightning Division”) landed on 
Luzon.  In some of the fiercest fighting of the Pacific 
Campaign, the 25th fought its way through Japanese 
defenses. Pete was fatally wounded by Japanese 
rifle fire on May 8, 1945. He left a wife and two young 
daughters, and is buried in Ft. Rosecrans National 
Cemetery.

JOSEPH MICHAEL TWOREK, 1946-1971

“Mike” Tworek was an Army helicopter pilot -
and a very good one. During his tour of duty in 
Vietnam with the 1st Air Cavalry, he was 
awarded 33 Air Medals, received the Bronze 
Star and the Silver Star for bravery and 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
rescuing the crew of another helicopter shot 
down in enemy territory. Returning from 
Vietnam in late 1969, he was assigned to Fort 
Rucker, Alabama as an advanced instrument 
instructor. Two years later he was killed in a 
tragic mid-air night collision with another 
helicopter during “under the hood” training. He 
would have received his BA degree the next 
March from Troy University. He now rests in 
El Camino Memorial Park in San Diego.
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WWII
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2	Sep	1964
Vietnam
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WWII
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Charles	D.	Henricks
23	Mar	1969
Vietnam

Alexander	W.	Hunt
8	May	1945

WWII

Victor	Lopez
17	Jan	1969
Vietnam

Simon	D.	Lynde
11	Mar	1943

WWII

Thomas	Mericantante
16	Aug	1968
Vietnam

Joseph	Mettam
22	Mar	1944

WWII

Pedro	Osorio
8	May	1945

WWII

Joseph	M.	Tworek
29	Oct	1971
Vietnam

Armando	D.	Ramos
1	Nov	1971

West	Germany

ARMANDO D. RAMOS, 1951-1971

Armando grew up in Solana Beach. In 1969 he 
graduated San Dieguito High School and shortly 
thereafter was drafted into the U.S. Army.  While 
stationed in West Germany prior to being 
deployed to Vietnam, Armando was killed while 
training when he was accidently run over by a 
tank.


