
 
 Newington Little League 

Monthly Meeting held on 10/1/2013 
Newington Senior Center 

  
Attendees:  Jim Hughes,  Mike Johnson,  Bill Deblasio, Cathy Dionne, Kevin Daly, Ken Crouse, Joanne 

Errera, Len Errera, Walt Nakonechny, Val Nakonechny, Daniela James, Jim Strong, Jack 

Hurley, Bruno Allegrini, Jim Trommer, Ron Fairwood, Sharon Lichota, John DeGirolamo, Kevin 

Mason, Rob Cappellucci, Megan Kelley, Diane Hughes, Rich Sobolewski, Dan Beaupre, Andy 

Burnham, John Gieras, Stew Drozd, Jeff Palumbo, Chris Szypulski and Jesus Guadarrama 

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00  P.M. Meeting called to order by  Jim Hughes  

Secretary Report: Report was read and accepted 

Treasurer Report: Report was read and accepted Rob will be sure to file our taxes soon for the year. 

House Keeping: 1. Jim Hughes opened the meeting with a discussion regarding Jim’s resignation and his 

reasons for his rescinding/withdrawal of the resignation. Please note that on 9/29, the 

Executive Board met with Jim to discuss the responses that we had heard from the 

baseball community and to discuss why Jim felt that he’d like to stay in the position of 

NLL President. It was the Executive Board’s recommendation that a motion be made to 

accept Jim’s withdrawal of his resignation. Please see this motion under new business. 

 

2. NLL would like to thank Mike Johnson for his years of service as the Vice President of 

Baseball! Mike has offered to continue to help Little League as we go forward. 

 

3. Sponsorship prices are as follows for the upcoming year. $150.00 to sponsor a team 

not at the Major level and $175.00 to sponsor a team at the Major level per year. 

Billboards are still $200.00 per year. 

 

4. We are currently looking into a new place to put up our winter batting cage. Kevin Daly 

believes that we may have found a place on Cedar St but we will need to verify that. 

 

5. Discussion took place about the old baseball equipment that nobody is using and if we 

should donate the items or hold a tag sale. Nothing was resolved. 

 

6. Discussion also took place about turning McKusker field into a 50/70 diamond and the 

process of doing so. There was also some talk of cutting part of the infield at 

Memorial field as well to accommodate a 50/70. 

 

7. Cathy was asked to maintain lists of all Sub Committee lists. The lists will be put onto 

the NLL website. 

 

 

Please note that we will be needing help during our Fall Baseball program with FIELD 

MAINTANENCE and with keeping track of ALL THE EQUIPMENT.  

**We will be having a fall clean-up later in the year so please be aware that we will be 
asking for help at that time.** 

Elections  There was only one nomination for the Treasurer position, Rob Cappellucci. 

Rob accepted the nomination and the Secretary cast one vote for Rob to be 

the Treasurer. Congratulations Rob! We appreciate your service. 

 There were two individuals, Dan Beaupre and Walt Nakonechny who were 

nominated for the position of Vice President of Baseball. Both gentlemen 

accepted the nominations and after voting, Walt Nakonechny was voted in as 

the new VP. 

 There weren’t any nominations for the position of Vice President of Softball. 

That position remains open. Please contact Ron Fairwood if you know of 

anyone interested. 



 There are 4 candidates for the two open Major Manager positions (Link & 

PAC). Interviews will take place within the next two weeks. The committee 

will consist of 5 people. (Ron Fairwood, 2 Major Managers, 1 Representative 

from Softball, Kevin Mason and 1 other individual) Please contact Ron 

Fairwood if you would like to see any additional interview questions asked. A 

recommendation will be put forth from the committee at the November 

business meeting. 

Major Baseball: No Report 

Intermediate Baseball: No Report 

Minor Baseball: No Report 

T-Ball: No Report 

Softball: 

 

Softball needs our help. If you know anyone interested, please contact us or attend the next 

meeting!! The position of Softball VP is still open!  Kevin Mason is willing to help out until we 

are able to find someone for that position. Please reach out to anyone that you think might be a 

good fit. 

All Stars No report  

Fall Ball  A discussion took place as to how soon we should start looking into next year’s Fall baseball 

program and what the age groups will be. It was agreed that we should start looking into 

enhancing and improving both the Fall & Summer programs as soon as possible.  

It was also noted that a Mother of one of the fall ball participants had an issue with the 

scoreboard being on during a “noncompetitive game”. While fall ball is more instructional, it is 

often easier for coaches and players alike to know what is taking place with the board on. 

Umpires No report 

Concession Stand Committee Follow-up to issues raised last month: 

 Contacted the High School regarding the DECA program. It is no longer in existence 

but I spoke to the Key Club Advisor and he is more than happy to work with us next 

season and provide us with students to work the stand; 

 Daniela contacted other Little League concession stands around the state and has a lot 

of great information to share with you. 

Daniela's presentation: 

 Guilford concessions have the same equipment we do. They staff it with volunteers and 

paid cook ($10/hr, not to exceed 60 hrs). 200 games - profit $30,000 

 Branford fully outsources their stand. They have had 2 vendors. First vendor they had 

to sue for non-payment. Second vendor they are also displeased with. They received 

$8000 and 10% of anything above that. They barely see the $8000. They are taking 

back running of the stand.  

 East Hartford has a small stand and their profit is $7,000-$8,000 

After doing the research the Committee met again to discuss all the options as well as their 

pros and cons. We are recommending that Newington Little League keep the running of the 

stand in-house for the following reasons: 

1. The profitability is much higher:  

2. As Daniela pointed out there could be a lot of headaches with outsourcing and trying 

to collect the agreed upon funds.  

3. The 5 committee members are committed to playing a major role in the running of the 

stand (all at various levels), from Concession Manager to Purchaser. We have had 

interest from other parents to help as well. Once we have defined roles I feel we can 

easily increase our committed parents to 10 or 12.  

4. The NHS Key Club has already expressed interest in providing us with students to help 

run the stand throughout the season. They would be willing to provide us with several 

students each game which would alleviate how many parents we require to help in the 

stand.  

 

Bylaw Committee The bylaw committee met on Monday 9/30. The committee has stated that they’d like to be 

seen as a transparent, visible and open committee and that the welcome any feedback, 

questions or concerns going forward. This will be a process that will take some time. Changes or 

proposals will be sent out prior to the business meetings so that they can be looked at for a 



longer period of time and then discussed at the subsequent meeting. At present the committee 

is looking into anything that would immediately impact our Spring baseball and any bylaw 

changes that were made during meetings and recorded in the minutes.  

Field Maintenance Items for this year were misc. stuff for the fields from Tomark Sports 

 3 new boxes were made and installed at Center, Wallace & Northwest Fields. 

 1Pallet of Lime and 1 Pallet of field drying agent 

 Painting- benches, outfield fence and the score board. 

 Banners were redesigned and installed at all 3 fields in the complex. 

 3 sets of breakaway bases for Center/Northwest & Wallace were ordered and are 

waiting to be installed. 

 Repaired the finishing attachment for the gator 

As Far As Equipment 

 Everything was cleaned and reorganized before the spring season, just about 

everything has been returned to Badger for storage. 

 I would like to ask if we could hold a tag sale for some of the excess equipment. 

 We are in need of some new bags for equipment 

 I would also like to do something for the umpires area too. 

Wish List: 

 New score board at Volunteer 

 Move score board from Volunteer to Badger 

 Turn McKusker into a 50/70 Field 

 Install all the breakaway bases 

 Get a groomer for the fields 

 Have a debit card for whoever is in this position next year 300.00. 

Vendors:Ace Hardware- Wethersfield- Marty 860-563-0044 (lime) 

ADHOCSign- E. Hartford-Willy- 860-675-1864 (signs) 

Billings Sports -Meriden- Barry-203-238-4666 (field stuff, equipment) 

Tomark Sports- California - 800-599-1844 (field stuff) 

Farmington Valley Equipment- Farmington- T.J.-860-678-7288 (gators) 

Kensington Welding -Berlin - Dave -860-828-3564 (boxes) 

Center Hardware-Berlin-Lance - 860-828-5877 (misc. stuff) 

Bruce Till-Superintendant of P & R- 860-665-8669 (field related stuff) 

Lesco -Newington - Diamond Dri 860-665-0773 

 
Special thanks to the following people: 

Kent Carlson 

Kevin Daly 

And others who helped out this year. 

Billy DeBlasio 

. 



Old Business  Rob Cappellucci has asked that a wish list be put together for any baseball related 

items that may need to be purchased for the upcoming baseball season. 

 Rich Sobolewski asked about a discussion that took place approximately a year ago 

regarding changing the little league uniforms to MLB teams with the name of our local 

sponsors on the back of the Jerseys. A discussion took place and it was decided that 

Dan Beaupre will look into the costs of doing it for teams other than the Majors to see 

how well it may be received and if it’s cost effective. 

 Megan Kelley would like it if a blast email could go out to all those in our email system 

on a monthly basis to inform them of our monthly business meeting.  

New Business  Motion #1 made by Mike Johnson ~ Motion to allow Jim Hughes to withdrawal his 

resignation and continue to fulfill his position as President of Newington Little League. 

Motion was 2nd & the motion carried. 

 

 Motion #2 made by Joanne Errera ~ Motion to hire Michael Cataldo Floor Covering to 

install the porcelain tiles in the concession stand for $4500.00. Motion was 2nd & the 

motion carried. 

 

  

Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm by Jim Hughes 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS NOVEMBER 5TH AT VOLUNTEER FIELD @7PM! 

 Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Dionne, Secretary 

 


