
 Newington Little League 
Monthly Meeting held on 06/1/2013 
Volunteer Field 

  
Attendees:  Ron Fairwood,  Walt Nakonechny,  Val Nakonechny,  Mike Cloutier,  Mike Johnson,   

Kevin Mason, Bill Deblasio, Cathy Dionne, Lori Scanlon, Russ Dionne, John Brunetti, 

John Kelley, Joanne Errera, Ken Crouse, John DeGirolamo, Nicole Szypulski, Chris 

Szypulski, &Karina Szypulski 

Absent Jim Hughes, Dan Beaupre and Rob Cappellucci 

Meeting Called to Order: Meeting called to order by  Mike Johnson  

Secretary Report: Motion to accept Secretary’s report. Motion carried & Secretary’s report was 

accepted as written. 

Treasurer Report: No Report Given. It will be emailed to everyone for a vote at the next meeting 

Coming Events  Playoff Schedule 
 Saturday June 8th will start the playoffs/Sunday rain date 
 Monday  June 10th will be the Semifinals/Tuesday rain date 
 Wednesday June 12th Championship/Thursday rain date 
 We should be done by Thursday 

 Saturday, June 15th  
o Minor All Star Game @ noon 
o Intermediate Championship Game @ 2:30pm 
o Home Run Derby @ 4:30pm 
o Player Select Game @ 6pm 

An email will be sent out to the intermediate and minors parents/coaches to 

encourage them to come watch the Majors playoff games & see how things work at 

this level per Mike Johnson. 

 

Housekeeping: Managers 

 Please remind players that chew gum in the dugout that they must throw it 

away rather than put it under the bench or spitting it out on the field. We are 

close to banning it. 

 Only 4 coaches are allowed in the dugout during the game.  

Umpires 

 There is some equipment missing from Volunteer but there has been some 

extra equipment found at Badger Field. Please keep track of the equipment 

and return it to the proper place. 

Major Baseball: All Star Managers are: 

11/12 Coach Ron Fairwood 

10/11 Coach Walt Nackonechny 

9/10 Coach Ken Crouse 

Intermediate Baseball: Playoff schedule is all set. There are 5 Teams that are doing fine and the 

Championship is set to take place on 6/15. The executive board handled a small issue. 

 

Softball: 

 

 

 

 

The Majors will be playing a series of best of 3 game playoffs. There are 2 teams for 

the Majors. 

Junior Playoffs for the 1st time 

They are struggling with injuries and when calling other players that might fill in, 

they are not getting many returned responses. 

Umpires  An umpire has been informed that he can’t be behind the plate during the 

boy’s Major games. 



 Changes have been made on the schedule but nobody has called or informed 

John of the changes so that umpires can be scheduled. Please make sure that 

John is informed of any changes going forward. 

 For the Playoffs, it has been decided that we will use 3 for all Majors games 

as well as the Intermediate Championship game. 

 John would like to hold an Umpire Clinic before playoffs begin 

 Please know that since our last meeting, team conduct towards umpires has 

been good. 

 The conduct of parents/families has been up & down. Please encourage 

everyone to conduct themselves appropriately towards the umpires. 

Concession Stand 

 

 

We would like thank Nicole & Amanda for the service that they provided to NLL in 

the Concession stand and wanted to make it very clear to anyone that might have 

heard rumors regarding their service that they resigned from the concession stand 

and were not asked to leave by anyone! Going forward please squash any rumors as 

they do nothing but cause damage! 

Joanne Errera has volunteered to help keep the concession stand open. Thank you 

Joanne! She has proposed that she will stock, open and close the stand but that there 

will be NO GRILL! In addition we will still need the help per our concession stand 

schedule from the parents that are already assigned for those days. With regards to 

the All-star season, further discussion would need to take place as to how it 

should/could be run. 

We will be looking into where to go for next year!! Please provide input!! 

All-Stars  It was discussed that with regards to the all-stars assistant coaches that 

parents of little leaguers should be given first priority towards those positions 

but no motions were made.  

 It was discussed that when nominating players for an all-star team, please specify 

which team that they will be trying out for. 

 It was discussed that Managers may cut players the way that they see fit but 

that players should be the focus and that it should not be done in front of all the 

kids. Various examples were used on a better way to inform kids. Nothing was 

decided and no motions were made regarding the best ways to let the kids know if 

they made a team or not. 

 It was discussed that ALL managers should attend the tryouts 

 It was discussed that the player selection process be followed in the following 

way. 

1. The player will be recommended by his Little League Manager who has 

seen that player all year long and the Manager will nominate that player 

for one of the All Star teams 

2. That the coaches are pulled together and that they make assessments to 

the respective all-star managers by providing input into the selection 

process. 

3. That everyone should be in agreement that the player is deserving of 

being an all-star player and not based on anything else. 

4. A question was asked about nominating a child for an upper level team by 

Ron Fairwood. Mike Johnson stated that a conversation should be had 

between the manager for the regular season, the two all-star managers 

and the parents of the child and a decision will then be made. 

 It was discussed that the 9/10 all-star team will host 2 tryouts because those 

kids needed to be evaluated more since not all of the coaches/assistants knew all 

of the players trying out. The 10/11’s and the 11/12’s would only need one tryout a 

piece.  



1. 9/10’s will have their first tryout Friday June 7th at 6pm followed by a 

second tryout on Sunday 4pm 

2. 10/11 tryouts will be Sunday June 9th @ 2pm 

3. 11/12 tryouts will be Sunday June 9th @ 12pm 

 

 

 Three proofs of residency forms will be required as soon as possible for all-

star players. Examples are: car registration, car insurance, driver’s licenses, 

utility bills or mortgage statements. 

 Newington will be hosting the 10/11 State Finals July 27th-30th. We will need 

lots of help and volunteers. Please make sure to ask where you can be of help!!! 

 If a player can’t make the tryouts, please let the manager of the team know 

right away. 

 Finally, Ron will call the district to find out if there need to be 11 players per 

team or 12 players per team. 

 

Old Business Motion was made by Mike Johnson to change the following by-law  

Bylaws – would like to propose one change re: ties at end of regular season to 

determine playoff seeding.  

a. NOTE: The current criteria is something like head to head only if all 

teams tied have played same number of games against each other. If 

not, then which team won last based on calendar (i.e. most recent win). 

b. PROPOSAL: If teams are tied at end of regular season, in order to 

determine playoff seedings, tiebreaker rules will be used in following 

order:  

i. Head-to-head record during regular season amongst teams 

that are tied.  

1. If two teams (Team A and Team B) are tied, then 

compare only those games of Team A vs Team B. 

2. If three or more teams (e.g., Teams A, B, and C), 

include all games between those teams. Team A vs. 

Team B, Team A vs. Team C, Team B vs. Team C 

3. Team with best head-to-head record takes highest 

seed 

ii. Average Defensive Runs Per Inning (DR/I)  

1. Total # of Runs Allowed divided by Total # of innings 

a team played defensively (NOTE: Most games are 6 

innings, but some could more due to extra innings or 

less due to mercy rule, weather, or visiting team loss) 

iii. Record vs. Rest of League starting with top team in standings.  

1. For example, if Team A & Team B are tied, were both 

1-1 against each other, and have a 1.5 DR/I, start with 

#1 team in league. If Team A beat #1 twice and Team 

B split with #1 team, then Team A wins tiebreaker. If 

they both lost games (0-2) vs. #1, then go to #2, then 

#3 until you find a differentiating factor 

iv. Coin flip 

c. NOTE: If > 2 teams involved in tiebreaker, as soon as one of the rules 

identifies a "winner", start again from first rule for remaining teams. 

d. NOTE: This tiebreaker system only determines playoff seeding. Coin 



flips are used for draft selection order if teams are tied. 

MOTION PASSED!!! 

New Business 

 

 

Laurie Scanlon proposed that Newington Little League have banners made to honor 

our former district champions. Bill Deblasio will look into having them made. 

 

Bill Deblasio would like $100.00 to pay for lunch for the Newington Parks & Rec. crew 

that takes care of the fields. Bill will contact Rob for the funds. 

  

Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned by Mike Johnson 

 Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Dionne, Secretary:  

 


