Rule 2: OBSTRUCTION is the act of a fielder who, without possession of the ball, impedes the progress of any runner.  A fake tag is considered obstruction. (NOTE: obstruction shall be called on a defensive player who blocks off a base, base line or home plate from a base runner while not in possession of the ball.)

There are two types of obstruction: obstruction WITH a play on a runner (Type A) and obstruction WITHOUT a play on a runner (Type B).

Type A occurs mostly when a fielder blocks a base without the ball and during rundowns. A typical case is when the catcher blocks the base, the runner slides into the catcher, then the ball comes in and the runner is tagged. “That’s obstruction, Time!” Award the runner home. Another is when a runner gets caught in a pickle between any two bases and after throwing to his teammate, the fielder ends up in the way as the runner turns to retreat. “That’s obstruction, Time!” Award the runner the advance base.

Type B is made for Little League.  How often do you see young fielders standing on the base regardless of whether or not there is any play there?  Plus, sometimes clueless fielders are just standing in the way.  Whenever a fielder obstructs and there is no immediate play on runner, call the obstruction and let the play finish.  When the play ends, call “TIME!” and award runners the bases they would have reached had there been no obstruction.  Sometimes there is no award.  

A fielder can be “protected” from causing obstruction when in the act of fielding a batted ball, being in possession of the ball, and when picking up a ball within the fielder’s reach. Once the fielder misses a batted or thrown ball and the ball goes beyond that fielder’s reach, if that fielder is in the way, that fielder is no longer  ”protected”  and probably is guilty of obstruction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Situations: Runner on 2nd, batter hits a single. The runner has to go around the third baseman, who is standing by the base and gets thrown out at home. Umpire should call the obstruction when it happens. “That’s obstruction!” after all play is completed, call time and award the runner home.  It’s best to not call the runner out on the play first but if you do, clearly state that the out no longer counts and that the runner is awarded home on the obstruction.
