
PRESIDENT’S UPDATE:  7/14/2016 

 

Changes to HBL Recreation League Composition (effective Spring 2017 season) 

 

Dear HBL Parents,  

I hope you’re enjoying your summer!  

I wanted to take a moment to update all of you on a recent policy change adopted by HBL 

that may impact which league your sons and daughters will play in next season.  Based on 

feedback received from parents and coaches during the 2016 season and after an internal 

review by of HBL’s Board of Directors, I am happy to report that HBL has made changes to 

the HBL recreation league composition and rules which will go into effect spring 2017.  

Among other things, HBL had reduced the number of leagues in its recreation division from 

9 to 7 leagues by merging the 9 and 10 year olds age groups (formerly the International 

and Cactus Leagues) into the new “Minor League” and the 11 and 12 year old age groups 

(formerly Pacific Coast League and Gulf Coast League) into the new “Major League”.   

Additionally, HBL has made changes to the rules applicable to the Farm, Colonial, Pioneer, 

and Rookie Leagues (ages 5 through 8) designed to improve the quality of the baseball 

experience for all players. Please take a minute to review these changes to ensure you 

understand which league your child may register.   

Below is a summary of the league changes: 

Changes to HBL League Composition 

1. Farm League (5 year olds) –  

 

Current Rules:  Tee-ball entire season. No coach pitch, players hit off a tee entire 

season.  Games consist of a 20-30 minute practice followed by 2 innings scrimmage. 

No outs.  No score kept. All players bat once each inning.  

 

2017 Rules:  Tee-ball half the season.  Coach pitch option introduced the middle of 

May. Games consist of a 20-30 minute practice followed by 2 inning scrimmage. No 

outs.  No score kept. All players bat once each inning.   

 

2. Colonial League (6 year olds) –  

 

Current Rules: Tee ball half the season. Coach pitch option introduced the middle of 

May. Games consist of a 20-30 minute practice followed by 2 inning scrimmage. No 



strikeouts. No score is kept. All players bat once each inning. Midway through 

season an out is recorded if a runner is “put out” on the base paths.  

 

2017 Rules:  Coach pitch all season.  Games consist of a 20-30 minute practice 

followed by a 2-3 inning scrimmage. No score is kept. All players bat once each inning. 

No strikeouts but runner may be “put out” on the base paths.  

 

3. Pioneer League (7 year olds) –  

 

Current Rules: Coach-pitch entire season.  6 inning game played.  Each half inning 

completed upon the earlier of: (a) Three outs are recorded by the defensive team;  

(b) four runs are scored by the offensive team (first through fourth innings); and (c) 

Each player on the offensive team, regardless of the number of available players, has 

batted one time.  Three swinging strikes are an out. No walks. An out is recorded if a 

runner is “put out” on the base paths.   

 

2017 Rules: Coach-pitch half the season. 6 inning game played.  Kid pitch from a 

distance of no less than 40 feet will be introduced the middle of May. Once kid pitch 

begins, umpires call balls and strikes.  Each half inning completed upon the earlier of: 

(a) Three outs being recorded by the defensive team;  (b) four runs are scored by the 

offensive team (this applies only in the first through fourth innings); and (c) Each 

player on the offensive team, regardless of the number of available players, has batted 

one time.  No walks permitted. After the count goes to 4 balls (or 6 pitches have been 

thrown), if the batter has not put the ball in play, struck out, or been hit by the pitch, 

an adult coach from the offensive team will pitch the remainder of the at bat to the 

player batter and assume the strike count. The coach will continue to pitch to the 

batter until the batter strikes out or puts the ball in play. A player-pitcher or coach 

pitcher may strike out a batter on 3 strikes either “called” by the umpire or if the 

batter swings and misses any pitch for a strike. There will be “called” strikes when a 

player or a coach is pitching after the middle of May.  

 

4. Rookie League (8 year olds) – 

 

Current Rules: Kid pitch entire year.  Umpire calls balls and strikes.  No walks 

permitted. After the count goes to 4 balls (or 6 pitches have been thrown), if the 

batter has not put the ball in play, struck out, or been hit by the pitch, an adult coach 

from the offensive team will pitch the remainder of the at bat to the player batter 

and assume the strike count. The coach will continue to pitch to the batter until the 

batter strikes out or puts the ball in play. A player-pitcher or coach pitcher may 

strike out a batter on 3 strikes either “called” by the umpire or if the batter swings 

and misses any pitch for a strike. There will be “called” strikes when a player or a 

coach is pitching.   



 

2017 Rules:  Same rules as 2016 Rookie League.  

 

5. International League (9 year olds) –  

 

Current Rules: Kid pitch only. 6 inning game played.  Traditional baseball rules 

apply (e.g. 3 strikes equal, 4 balls equal a walk).   

 

2017 Rules:  International and Cactus Leagues will merge into new Minor League 

consisting of all 9 and 10 year olds as of May 1, 2017.  Rules will be the same as 2016.  

 

FAQ:  How do I know whether my 9 year old is ready to play with 10 year olds? 

 

Each family must decide whether it is suitable for their child to play with 9 and 10 year 

olds based on various factors including size, skill-level, maturity level, etc.  Families are 

encouraged to solicit the opinions and advice of the child’s manager from the prior 

year in making the decision. HBL will review requests to permit 9 year olds to repeat 

play in the Rookie League on a case by case basis.  

 

6. Cactus League (10 year olds) –  

 

Current Rules: 6 inning game played. Same rules as International League.  

 

2017 Rules:  International and Cactus Leagues will merge into the new Minor 

League consisting of all 9 and 10 year olds as of May 1, 2017.  Rules will be the same 

as 2016. 

 

7. Pacific Coast League (11 and 12 year old non-travel team players) –  

 

Current Rules: 6 innings played.  Players transition to regulation 50’/70’ size fields. 

Same rules apply as Cactus League.  League consists of all 2016 season 11 and 12 

players that did not play on an 11 or 12 year old travel team.  

 

2017 Rules:  Pacific Coast League and Gulf Coast League will merge into the new 

Major League consisting of all 11 and 12 year olds as of May 1, 2017.  Rules will be the 

same as the 2016 Gulf Coast League. 

 

FAQ:  How do I know whether my 11 year old is ready to play with 12 year olds? 

 

Each family must decide whether it is suitable for their child to play with 11 and 12 

year olds based on various factors including size, skill-level, maturity level, etc.  

Families are encouraged to solicit the opinions and advice of the child’s manager from 



the prior year in making the decision. HBL will review requests to permit 11 year olds 

to play in the Minor League on a case by case basis.     

 

8. Gulf Coast League (primarily 11 and 12 year olds, some evaluated 10 year olds) 

 
Current Rules – 6 innings played.  Same rules apply as Pacific Coast League. League 

consists solely of: (a) all 11 and 12 year old travel team players; (b) all returning 

2015 Gulf Coast League players; and (c) other eligible non-travel team 10, 11 and 12 

year olds who have undergone an evaluation and are selected at the draft.  

 

2017 Rules. Pacific Coast League and Gulf Coast League will merge into the new 

Major League consisting of all 11 and 12 year olds as of May 1, 2017.  The Major 

League will also consist of some evaluated 10 year olds. Players will no longer be 

grouped based on travel team affiliation.  Rules will be the same as the 2016 Gulf Coast 

League. 

 

9. Junior/Senior leagues (combined league of 13-15 year olds) – 

 
Current Rules: Regulation baseball.  9 innings. MLB rules apply. Players transition 

to 60’ / 90’ size fields.  Due to low 2016 registration at the 13 year age level, HBL 

merged 13, 14 and 15 year olds into the combined Junior/Senior League.  

 

2017 Rules: Same rules as 2016.  Registration numbers will determine whether the 

Junior and Senior Leagues remained merged or separated.  

 

FAQ:  Assuming HBL decides to continue the merger of Jr. /Senior Leagues, how do I 

know whether my 13 year old is ready to play with 14 and 15 year olds? 

 

Each family must decide whether it is suitable for their child to play with 13, 14 and 15 

year olds based on various factors including size, skill-level, maturity level, etc.  

Families are encouraged to solicit the opinions and advice of the child’s manager from 

prior year in making the decision. HBL will entertain requests to permit 13 year olds to 

play in the Major League to the extent there are safety concerns or concerns about the 

quality of the baseball experience.   

 

The HBL Board of Directors appreciates and encourages your input and feedback 

regarding these recent changes.  If you have further questions or would like to voice 

your opinion regarding these changes, please do not hesitate to email me directly at 

president@hillsboroughbaseball.org.   

 

mailto:president@hillsboroughbaseball.org


Thank you again for your continued support of HBL and I look forward to a great 

Spring 2017 season! 


