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Branchburg Baseball Club 
 

Minutes of the January 16th, 2019 Membership Meeting 

 

Meeting called to order at 8:00  p.m. 

Roll Call 

 

        Rich Muratore, President 

        Doug Brong, Vice President 

 Ralph Rossi, Treasurer 

 John Ciccarone, Secretary 

Lew DeAngelis, Business 

Agent 

  Ed Roche, Umpire-In-Chief 

   Kevin Fitzgibbon, Softball 

Director 

  Tom Ciesla, Travel Director  

 

Membership Attendance 

 

Walter Blomquist Eric Hannum Angel Torres Matt McFarland Luis Figueiredo 

Jason Miessler Jay Keller Chad Cirafesi   

     

 

Officer Reports 

 

President:  Rich Muratore 

 

 Happy with $95,000 in the account but was hoping to be in the $140,000 range. 

 $30,000 turf fee impacts the budget.  Rain hurt revenue as well. 

 Were able to get most summer tournaments in but the fall was terrible. 

 With turf loan being off books soon, the bottom line should increase.  It should be a high 

number in a year or so. 

 $45,000- pay off loan, pay town.  Get through next year and a half. 

 Lowering costs, field improvements (dugouts 7, 3)…goal. 
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 Another year to really start going. 

 In-town takes money so the account balance will drop considerably over next 4 months. 

 Tournaments covers the field loan, town loan, & rec. 

 Next focus is to get rec going (Kevin, Doug, & Rich) with registration, scheduling, & 

drafts. 

 Tournaments schedule is done.  Same as last year.  Released to the public, managers, & 

website (open to public). 

 Always looking for volunteers for opening day and All-Star games.  Past contributors 

stepping down.   

 Asked about registration for softball.  Kevin explained that signs/flyers were sent to 

schools.  Other sources of PR: Instagram, Branchburg News.  Spread the word anyway 

you can to get kids signed up.   

 A question was asked about tournament advertising and the steps taken to promote them.  

Rich explained the tournaments will be full without any advertising.  He doesn’t have to 

push too much as the return rate is high (about 75%).  There is a website that promotes 

tournaments that is used as well (infosports.com). 

 

Vice President:  Doug Brong 

 

 Planning for rec is well under way. 140 baseball registrants as of 1/25/19. 

 Season will start before Easter on April 13th.  Game will be played the following week 

then no games during the week of April 20th as schools will be closed.  Pickup rec season 

again on 4/27 (opening day ceremony). 

 Easter middle of season- not ideal from a scheduling perspective.   

 Events have populated calendar 

 Patriots day- Friday, May 10th (limited SUN dates).   

 Registration closes on February 15th.   

 Field time reserved at Branchburg Sports Complex in MAR for practices (no clinics this 

year as Dan is no longer working at BSC).  Will open up field time for rec teams (Rookie 

through National) on Sundays during March.   

 Batting cage installation will take place on March 23rd.  Equipment distribution week 

after that. 

 Travel managers’ meeting took place last week.  There is a separate fee $50 to confirm 

spot that is due by the end of January.  The list was sent to managers. 

 Uniforms for travel will be the same except the piping color of the hat.  Fitting day will 

take place in the middle of February. 

 Rec will continue to play other towns based on divisional needs. We have partnered with 

Readington for the National and Pony leagues.  

 In a few years, more towns will be involved but there is a sensitivity to play true rec 

teams and not travel teams.  Building trustful relationships with nearby towns is 

important. 

 Rec league structure will stay the same.   

 

Treasurer:  Ralph Rossi 

 

 Reviewed financial report 

o Revenue: 

 Registration up from this time last year (up 15). 
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 Softball is a little light from this time last year (half). 

 Sponsorship from Modells (% of sales from coupon). 

 Travel team registration fees (trying out, making team). 

 BBC tournament fees (USABL) including fall tournaments (little lighter 

$4000 maybe weather). 

 Snack Shack- light. 

 Work bond/raffle fee. 

o Expenses: 

 Annual audit- everything is fine. 

 Garbage disposal & porta john. 

 Board meeting. 

 Miscellaneous- filing fees. 

 Office supplies- mail out books for accountant to do audit. 

 Online registration charge. 

 Annual fee to league athletics website. 

 Postage- buy stamps & rental of PO box. 

 Propane & food for Snack Shack. 

 Refunds to stragglers. 

 Other- fee to soccer for letting BBC run concessions during fall season. 

 $2500 Patriots tix. 

 Telephone- club. 

 Turf loan. 

 $95,000 approximately in bank. 

 Loan paid off in April 2020. 

 

Motion to accept report, second the motion 

 

Secretary:  John Ciccarone 

No news  

 

Business Agent:  Lew DeAngelis (absent) 

Notes from Rich: 

 Focus on safety for upcoming season.  Must adhere to rules.  Will have high-end med kit. 

 Need to promote that we are safety conscious. 

 Some complaints about some coaches not having the right equipment to treat injuries. 

 AED is located in the Snack Shack. 

 Once teams are formed, email will be sent out to promote in terms of safety. 

 Run out of ice pack, communication is key from managers. 

 Background check: Babe Ruth is partnering with sports engine and starting to enforce 

background checks on all managers & coaches…not sure if this is the year.  

 Soon Babe Ruth will force our organization to participate. 

 Bottom line- if you’re worried about background check, don’t coach. 

 $26 per person once it goes into effect. 

 Will attempt to bypass it this year.  It’s coming soon though.   

 

Umpire-in-Chief:  Ed Roche 

 Open to taking new cadets- 8th grader or older.   

 Can contact thru website or call. 
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Softball Director:  Kevin Fitzgibbon  

 Eric and Jason will be helping this year. 

 Clinics at BSC. 

 3-4 teams per division. Readington, Hillsborough, & Manville will be involved. 

 Will see how it looks in a month. 

 Older divisions play other towns (3rd grade & up). 

 Younger teams is just in-town.   

 15-20 kids signed up for clinics. 

 Clinic per level and players must register for rec first to be eligible for clinics. 

 

Travel Director:  Tom Ciesla (absent) 

Old Business 

 

None at this time. 

New Business 

 

 Pitching mound field 7-  fix divot, safety issue.  Ed will run with this. 

 Field 17- work being done.  Unsure of the timeline.  Will address the backstop issue. 

Funding is all set. 

 Field 2- ice skating will be available in the winter.   

 Lights are going up on the tennis & basketball courts. 

 A question was raised about the game camera and what happened to it.  Nobody on the 

board knows anything about it.  One theory it was brought by an outside team for a game 

or entire tournament.   

 There was a break-in with the Snack Shack and candy (push pops) was stolen.  It 

occurred on 12/17/18.  Ed will address the issue.   

 

Next Meeting: March then March 20th, 2019 (8:00 PM- Branchburg Sports Complex) 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

John Ciccarone- Secretary 

BBC 2019 


