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2012 Tournament Rules
· Each team must have copies of the team roster, player birth certificate, and proof of liability insurance in the possession at all times during the tournament.

· All Cal Ripken League rules apply for the 8-12 year age divisions and NFHS High School Rules apply for 13 and 14 year age divisions, unless superseded in these rules.

· No more than 1 manager and 3 coaches are permitted in the dugout or on the field at any time.

· The BBC will supply three new regulation baseballs per game.

· The Minimum number of players allowed to begin a game is 8. There is a 15-minute forfeit window. If a team cannot field a team with a minimum of eight players past the official start time, the game is a forfeit.
· There will be no time limit for semi-final and championship games

· For Round Robin games in the 8U to 12U levels, a new inning cannot start after an hour and 45 minutes from the start of the game. If the inning is started, it must be completed.
· For Round Robin games in the 13U to 14U levels, a new inning cannot start after 2 hours from the start of the game. If the inning is started, it must be completed.
· Home team is determined by the schedule. (Example: If you are the first team listed, you are the home team).  In the round robin round of the tournament all teams will be home team twice and away team twice.  In the playoffs, the lower seed will always be home team. Dugout occupancy is 1st come, 1st serve. 

· It is the WINNING manager’s responsibility to hand the game result sheet into the Information table immediately after the game. 

· Mercy rules for ALL games for the entire tournament. For 8-12 year olds, 15 after 3, 10 after 4, 8 after 5. For 13-14 year olds, 15 after 4, 10 after 5, 8 after 6
       2 ¼” inch bats are allowed in the 8-12 year age divisions. No Big Barrel bats allowed.       
Only single barrel Cal Ripken approved 2 ¼ inch bats with BPF of 1.15 or lower are allowed in ages 8U -12U
 
13U and up Double barrel Babe Ruth approved 2 5/8 inch allowed; composite barrel bats certified and marked BBCOR .50 are allowed.
· Metal cleats are allowed in 13 and 14 yr. divisions.

· In ALL age groups, teams must bat all players on their roster that are present at each game, unless injured. Free defensive substitutions
· No head first sliding except when going back to the base on the 46/60 level. Head first sliding is allowed in the 50/70 & 60/90 divisions.
· A pitcher may pitch no more than 6 innings max (for 13 and 14 year divisions, 7 innings max) over a consecutive two games. One pitch thrown in an inning constitutes an inning. Innings pitched will RESET for the playoff games.
· A pitcher shall be removed from the mound with the 2nd trip to the mound during the inning.
· If an umpire or tournament official evicts a coach, manager, player or parent, they must leave White Oak Park immediately and are suspended from attending the very next game. 

· No game protests will be considered.  The umpire’s judgment is final.

· Teams MAY use a courtesy runner for the catcher and pitcher at any time. That catcher or pitcher MUST be the catcher or pitcher in the next defensive inning.
· Umpires – 1 carded umpire for all 46/60 regular games, 2 carded umpires for semi-final and championship 46/60 games. 2 carded umpires for all 50/70 games and 60/90 games.
· In case of time limit or rain, 4 innings shall be considered an official game.  In addition, if the home team is in the lead after 3 and a half innings, it shall be considered an official game.

· If rain or lightning or other conditions forces a suspension of the game before it is an official game, it will be continued from the point of suspension.  Managers should consult with each other and document the situation (inning, score, runners on base, outs, count) and email or get the information to the Tournament Director.

· Each team will maintain a normal score book for the entire game.  Scorekeepers will notify their counterparts of the score every half inning as well as any lineup changes.

· If a player has to leave the game early, the opposing team must be notified immediately (before the game if possible).  That players spot in the lineup will be skipped and no automatic out will be accessed. Once the player’s spot is skipped, the player will not be allowed back in the game.  We are assuming the managers are all working in “good faith”.
· If a player arrives to the game late, he can be inserted into the lineup at the bottom of the order (the opposing team must be notified as soon as he arrives at the field—not when he is about to hit).

· In determining the playoff participants and seeding, the tie breaker rules that will be followed In order are:

· Overall record

· Head to head results (if only two teams are tied)

· Fewest runs allowed

· Largest run differential

· Coin flip

· In the event of rain or inclement weather, the Branchburg Baseball Club does NOT put          postponement information on the website.  The BBC weather hot line will be updated and          have postponement information.  The BBC weather hotline telephone # is (908) 707-1017          (press #1 for field information/game information).

8A - year old division modified rules

· Stealing of third base only.

· No infield fly rule.

· One extra base on an overthrow.

· Batting limitation – 5 runs per inning max. 

9A & B - year old division modified rules

· One SUCCESSFUL steal of home per inning is allowed

· No infield fly rule.

50/70 modified rules

· Balks – One warning per pitcher, the umpire will notify the pitcher and coaches why the balk was called. No warnings during semi-final and championship games.
