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Borrowing Players  

The Board would like to share some policies regarding non-rostered players and/or non-BYH registered 

players participating in games, practices or scrimmages for BYH teams.  In general, only those players 

registered to a specific team are allowed on the ice at any time that the team is participating as a BYH 

organized team.  While there is a policy in place to allow for cross-rostering (which we will address later) 

as coaches it is up to you to make sure that these USA Hockey, NYSAHA and BYH policies are followed.  

By not doing so, BYH, the player and family may be at risk for sanctions, fines, and loss of USA Hockey 

insurance coverage.  The Board and Coaching Committee will take all necessary steps to make sure that 

BYH, the families and players are protected and failure to comply with these policies may negatively 

impact a coach’s current and future coaching opportunities within BYH. 

General 

Only BYH registered players are allowed to participate in BYH organized team games, 

practices or scrimmages. Players from other organization are not allowed to participate in 

any BYH team game, practice or scrimmage. 

Borrowing players during the season 

1. When a team is in need of borrowing a player(s) (for a tournament or game because of illness or 
other temporary need due to a shortage of players) the head coach must first look within their 
own Division to borrow players.  
 

a. If the team looking to borrow is the “B” team, the “B” team head coach should discuss 

with the same Division “C” team head Coach as to the availability of “C” players, with a 

strong preference for the older/more-experienced “C” players be asked first. If there is 

not a “C” team in the Division the preference is to ask an “A” player to play for the “B” 

team, with the younger/less-experienced “A” player being asked first. 

b. In the case of borrowing a “B” player for the “A” team the preference should be given to 

choosing an older/more-experienced player from the “B” team. 

c. Only after this has been attempted without success, may a player from a younger age 

classification be asked to “play up’ temporarily. The appropriate Division coordinators 

and BYH President must be informed and approve of any request to borrow a player 

from a lower age prior to the event. 

d. Player safety must be considered when requesting a player to play up on to a higher 

level team, especially when moving to a body checking division.   

e. Per USA Hockey regulations, no player from an older Division is allowed to “play down” 

on a younger Division at any time. 

f. Per NYSAHA regulations, Mite ADM players are not allowed to “play-up” to an older 

Division at any time. 

g. “Borrowed” players will play/practice only when there is no conflict with their own 

team’s schedule. A player should not be missing his/her own team’s practices/games 

to play as a “borrowed” player on another team. 
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2. Players may only practice with their own team. If a player is not on a team’s official USA Hockey 

roster, then that player should not be on the ice at practice. Exceptions to this policy need to be 

discussed with the division coordinator and BYH President. In those instances where a player is 

being “borrowed’ for an upcoming game and/or tournament (as discussed above) the player 

may practice with the team so long as the player has been added to the teams official USA 

Hockey Roster.  

Rosters 

1. Each team is allowed a maximum amount of 20 players on their roster: 18 players ("out 

skaters") and 2 goalies.  

2. If the necessity arises that a team must borrow or share players, those players must be 

identified on that team's USA Hockey "Official Roster." In order for USA Hockey insurance to 

apply, the player needs to be on the roster of the team that they are playing for at the time of 

their injury, even if he/she is on another roster.  

3. Players can be added to the original roster, but the Coach must supply the player's information 

to the BYH Registrar by the Thursday prior to the game so a "Supplemental" roster can be sent 

to USA Hockey. If the player is to practice with the team, the player needs to be added to the 

roster prior to practicing with the team.  

 


