New England Prep School Soccer Association

3-2-1 Yellow Card System

Rationale

In a continued effort to improve the quality of prep school soccer in New England, NEPSSA voted to adopt a 3-2-1 yellow card system for all member schools. This vote confirms the association’s strong commitment to sportsmanship and fair play in all prep school soccer matches.

While there are leagues under the NEPSSA umbrella that already have similar systems in place, NEPSSA decided to institute a minimum standard and set of guidelines to be adhered to by ALL member schools throughout the New England and Eastern New York regions.

The 3-2-1 Caution System

A player, upon receiving a third yellow card in a given season, will not play the next regular season scheduled contest. *(see note below for definition of a scheduled contest)

After the first one-game suspension, an accumulation of two yellow cards will require another one-game suspension. *

After the second one-game suspension, any subsequent yellow card will require a one game suspension.*

All suspensions must be served in the next scheduled match.*

How Red Cards Affect The 3-2-1 System
A red card should be viewed as two yellow cards. In a contest, if a player were to receive  two yellow cards, then the referee is required to show a red card and suspend the player immediately. In the NEPSSA 3-2-1 system, this is viewed as two yellow cards and not two yellows plus a red. There are occasions where a referee shows a straight red and this should also be viewed as two yellows for accumulation purposes. 

If a player in the first game of the seasons gets cautioned twice and is sent off with a red card, then the player sits the next game per NCAA rules. Upon receiving susbsequent yellow card cautions, this player will be required to serve the next one-game suspension upon receiving the fifth yellow card (or its equivalent). In effect, because of the red card in the first game, this player will be suspended in a 2-3-1 system.

If a player in the middle of the season has already had a one game suspension for an accumulation of three yellow cards or the equivalent, and then is red carded, the player sits out the next game according to NCAA rules. If in viewing this red card as two yellows, the total accumulation is 5 or 6, there is not a second suspension attached.  In other words, the 3-2-1 system is not meant to create a double jeopardy for the player.  The red card suspension serves as punishment and any subsequent yellow or red card will require a one game suspension because the total has reached five.
End of Regular Season and Post-Season

Upon the completion of the regular season, the NEPSSA 3-2-1 is “washed clean.” Yellow cards are not carried from the regular season to the playoffs nor are they carried to the next year.

A red card in the final game of the season, however, will require a one game suspension either in the playoffs or the first regular season game of the following  season.

Notifications and Violations

NEPSSA has no reporting mechanism or policing policy for the 3-2-1 system and trust coaches, as role models for our student-athletes, will abide by all of the rules of the game including the 3-2-1 system. In instances when there are violations, NEPSSA asks that reports be made to school officials and to NEPSAC, the governing body for all prep school sports.  

NEPSSA is in a position to offer advice, rules interpretations and/or guidance in these matters and welcomes it. Any concerns or questions should be made to the President of NEPSSA.

* Notes on Scheduled Games

Scrimmages and alumni games are not official matches and should not be viewed as an opportunity to serve a suspension nor will inserting a last minute friendly match against a local team serve as a suspension. Only matches that appeared on the official school athletic schedule at the start of the season will apply as matches for suspension purposes.

