
 

 

Hillsborough High School Boys Lacrosse 
Booster Club Meeting Minutes 

December 11, 2012 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday January 8th 7 PM (Room 312) 
 

Attendance 
 
Jim Boland, Lou Coetzer, Carol Cropley, Merrill Davies, Rob Fitzgerald, Dan Farinaro, Jim 
Genes, Chris Gradone, Tricia Hiller, Karen Kellerman, Scott Kellerman, Sara Kouten, Anne-
Marie Lahore-Shapiro, Paul Mahoney, Karen Melillo, Crissy Pocaigue-Cace, Pam Puleo, Karyl 
Rucci, Sandy Volonnino, Coach Wilson, Laura Ziminski 
 
 
President’s Report 
 
Dan Farinaro started the meeting by reviewing the revised by-laws.  Highlights are: Correct 
name (HHS Lacrosse Booster Club, Inc.), Expanded Roles for President and Treasurer (i.e. IRS 
filings), Meetings (general meetings during school year, board meetings continue through 
summer), Fiscal Year runs October 1 through September 30.  No changes were made to: the 
booster club’s Purpose, Non-Profit status, and Voting.  The group approved the revised by-
laws which are now posted on the website. 
 
A special meeting was held on November 28th with the Board of Trustees and current 
Committee Chairs.  A summary was provided to the group as follows: 

• Fall Shake-A-Can netted $1542. 
• Jeff Gill will serve as the Chair for Media Guide – Production.  Jeff, Dan, and John Von 

Nessen will meet with Sue Harding (Milan Rose) on December 20th to discuss this year’s 
Media Guide. 

• Wall – Rob Fitzgerald will provide update later in the meeting. 
• Raider Strength Center (RSC) – Mr. McFarland is seeking additional donations for Pull 

Boxes.   The board agreed to donate an additional $500 ($300 was donated earlier in 
the school year). 

• Fundraising – Tom Columbia and Crissy Pocaigue-Cace will Co-Chair this committee.  
Several new ideas were discussed and include Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash Coupon, 
Restaurant Night, and Comedy Night. 

• The following items will be discussed later in the meeting - Coupon Book, Senior 
Recognition, Spring Raffle, Apparel, and Community Service. 

 
 
 



 
Vice President’s Report 
 
Rob Fitzgerald reported that not much progress has been made.  Scott Kellerman is now 
taking the lead with regard to Board of Education (BOE) and township approval.  Scott 
dropped off the plans with the BOE and the BOE representative seems to be OK with the 
plans. Next steps are town architect, planning board, and permits, which most likely will not 
occur before March.  The township needs to advise as to whether a footing is required for the 
T-panel design.  Rob is consulting with a Philadelphia area private school that recently 
installed the T-panels.  For a regular concrete wall, a 6-ft deep footer is likely.  Scott 
commented that the approval process would be easier if we presented a “sealed” drawing, 
which would add ca. $2K to the cost.  He/Rob will ask the T-panel manufacturer if they 
provide this service.  Carol Cropley may have a professional engineer contact and will report 
back at the next meeting.  In addition to the wall itself, the Booster Club is looking to turf 
the areas adjacent to the wall.  Chris Gradone reported that the Soccer Center just re-turfed 
their outdoor field and may have used turf to donate.  Scott will inquire with the Soccer 
Center ASAP. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Chris Gradone provided a financial review to-date.  He also explained to the group that he has 
transferred all of the financial data from Excel into Quicken which has improved tools for 
tracking. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
Merrill Davies reported that the November 28th Special Meeting Minutes have been posted on 
the website. Website support (postings and email blasts) will be provided in support of 
committee initiatives. 
 
Coach’s Report 
 
Coach Wilson reported that all is going well and the boys have started their pre-season 
training.  The training shirts are in and will be distributed shortly.  The seniors have chosen to 
read “Unforgiving Minute”.  Chris will order 13 copies from Amazon.com. 
 
 
Topics 
 
Golf Outing – Jim Boland has targeted May 10th for the golf outing and will get pricing from 4 
area courses.  Paul Mahoney will be assisting Jim.  The outing will be a Full Scramble format 
and will be open to HHS and Youth Lacrosse.  We may also bring in Girls Lacrosse as well. 
 
 



Coupon Book “Save Around” – The books were distributed yesterday and today with 18 
players remaining to get their packets.  Leslie ordered 100 extra books and encouraged 
parents to sell them as well.  Each player is required to sell 5 books.  The cost is $20 each 
with $10 going to the Booster Club. 
 
 
Senior Recognition – Tricia Hiller distributed the proposal that she and Laura Ziminski drafted 
last season.  The Booster Club is moving away from “scholarship” and toward recognizing the 
seniors for their service to the program.  The Board had previously discussed the new criteria 
for the $250 award and additionally, input was solicited from the group.  It was decided that 
community service and team fundraising would be the focus and that these items would be 
tracked for each player throughout their tenure in the program.  Merrill Davies will start a 
master spreadsheet.  Academics and behavior will not be tracked/considered as these are 
monitored by Coach Wilson and the Athletic Department, are part of the Athletic Contract 
signed by each player, and involve privacy issues. For the community service and fundraising, 
the expectation that will be communicated to the boys is 100% participation to the best of 
the player’s ability.  However, each case will be considered individually if the player has a 
legitimate conflict (i.e. for Shake-A-Can).  The Coupon Book and Spring Raffle are mandatory 
for each player/family.   Tricia and Laura will draft a new application form.  A 250-word 
essay focused on lacrosse will also be required. Sara Kouten suggested that the best essay 
should receive an extra award, perhaps an extra $250. Applications are due May 10th and 
should be mailed to the PO Box.  Last minute, day-of-the-banquet submissions will not be 
accepted.  Tricia asked that more time be allotted for Senior Recognition at the banquet.  
Additional ideas are welcome.  Please e-mail Tricia Hiller and Laura Ziminski. 
 
Spring Raffle – Karen Kellerman sent out an e-mail solicitation for donation of prizes.  No 
offers have been received yet and the cutoff is December 31st.  If no offers are received, the 
Booster Club will need to fund all prizes this year.   
 
Apparel – Orders have been placed and should arrive in early January.  The helmets should 
arrive before Christmas.  Some excess inventory has been ordered and will be sold when 
orders are picked up and at games.  There is a potential to make a $1300 profit.  Although 
most of the pre-2012 inventory has been sold, we still have a huge excess of flip-flops.  Sara 
and Pam will try to sell these on Pinnie Night and also may try to sell them at HHS during 
lunch periods. 
 
 
Community service – Lou Coetzer is heading up this committee with Karen Kellerman and 
Merrill Davies providing assistance.  The seniors have chosen Teens for Jeans as the major 
community service project for this year.  Teens for Jeans is sponsored by Aeropostale and 
DoSomething.org.  Lou sent out an e-mail to the Hillsborough Lacrosse Community (HHS and 
Youth) announcing that the drive will start in January and run through early February.  An 
announcement was also posted on Hillsborough Patch (Awareness Section).  Additional 
notifications will be sent out once dates and collection sites are finalized.  Hillsborough 
Junior Raiders Sports will also e-mail out an announcement to its distribution list (football, 
cheer, track, and girls lacrosse). Four of the players plus Coach Wilson have signed up on the 
Teens for Jeans website and therefore, a banner and flier material was shipped to the school.  
Coach Wilson and Tommy Kellerman will meet with VP Simpson at HHS to arrange for 
collection bins to be set up at the school and to ask permission for the banner to be 
displayed.  There will be a competition amongst the classes for the most jeans collected.  



Prize to be determined – pizza party?  For the bins, the following players will be responsible 
for checking and emptying periodically: Freshman – Tommy Boland, Sophomore – Tommy 
Kouten, Junior – Wian Coetzer, Senior – Tommy Kellerman.  A Power Point slide will be 
supplied to the school to post on the monitor system.  Lou would also like to involve the other 
schools in the district.  Carol Cropley (HES) and Jim Genes (Woods Rd) will inquire at their 
schools.  Other suggestions included churches/synagogues and municipal building. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fundraising (General) – Tom Columbia and Crissy Pocaigue-Cace will serve as Co-Chairs.  The 
following ideas were proposed by the group:  
 

• Christmas Trees – The new owner declined to participate this year. 
• Branchburg Car Care Center Fundraiser – offers two options: “Fun” Raiser Car Wash 

Program or Charity Coupon Program.  Dan will meet with the owner (Joe Traszer) and 
he will also see if a similar program is available in town. 

• Comedy Night – Jeff Gill was not available for this meeting but will inquire with the 
comedy group to determine feasibility/availability.   We would need a location – 
suggestions included Rhythms (Manville), Church Hall or Fire House.  We would want to 
advertise this to the entire community, not just within lacrosse. 

• Senior Boot Camp – Chris Gradone will do all of the website work and set up online 
registration.  Will be held at Powertime Sports on February 23rd from 10:30A-12:00P 
(last Powertime session).  The seniors will not have to do the Winter Shake-A-Can if 
they participate in the clinic.  Coach Wilson will coordinate with the seniors. 

   
 
Media Guide – Nothing to report.  Meeting with Milan Rose scheduled for December 20th. 
 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8th at 7 pm (HHS Rm 312). 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Merrill Davies 
Secretary 
 
 
  


