HOYF Code of Conduct
The League expects all participants to:
-Demonstrate exemplary sportsmanship and decorum at all times
-Demonstrate respect for all participants at all times, including teammates, coaches, opposing players, game officials, and spectators
-Be humble in victory and courteous in defeat
-Make no visible or audible complaints or protests about officiating during or after play of the game
-Refrain from harassing behavior that is unwelcome or offensive to the person or persons it is targeted toward
-Maintain control of his/her emotions and avoid actions, language, and/or gestures that may be interpreted by the other person as hostile, offensive, threatening, intimidating, derogatory, obscene, or humiliating; physical assault upon another participant at any time will not be tolerated
-Refrain from discriminating in providing participation or leadership opportunities based on an individual's gender, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected characteristics
-Follow all field rules and regulations, respecting at all times the property of others; parents/guardians will be held responsible for property damage incurred by their child.
The League further expects Players to:
-Attend and be on time for all practices and games or notify coaches in advance of their late arrival or absence
-Follow the direction of coaches, respecting the fact that they are giving freely of their own time to provide the opportunity to play football
-Play by the letter and the spirit of the rules of the game
-Demonstrate teamwork at all times
-Refrain from addressing game officials or commenting on their decisions during or after the play of the game; the team captain or their designee may address the game officials during the game, but only within the provisions of the rules and in a courteous, respectful manner.
The League further expects Parents/Guardians and Spectators to:
-Arrange for players to be at games and practices on time and ensure that coaches are notified in advance of late arrivals and absences
-Support coaches as requested and DO NOT coach from the sidelines
-Provide positive support and encouragement to the players
-Cheer for your team in a positive, supportive manner, refraining at all times from making hostile, negative, or abusive remarks about the opposing team
-Refrain from going onto the field during game time-outs or half-time; before each game only the teams warming up for the next game should be on the field.
Verbal Warning for Violation of Code of Conduct:
-Verbal warnings of a Code of Conduct violation can be issued by players, parents/guardians/spectators, coaches, game officials, or League Board Members
-If the Code of Conduct violation is not egregious, one verbal warning to stop the inappropriate behavior will be given, after which penalties can be issued by a coach, game official, or League Board Member
-If the Code of Conduct violation is egregious, no verbal warning will be given and penalties can be immediately issued by a coach, game official, or League Board Member
Penalties for Code of Conduct Violations:
[bookmark: _GoBack]-The offending person may be asked to leave the field for the rest of the day (i.e., ejected from the field).
-If the penalty for a Code of Conduct violation is not specified below, the League Commissioner reserves the right to make the penalty decision. The League Commissioner must approve permission for any suspended player, coach, or spectator to participate in games subsequent to the incident for which they were ejected. 
Penalties for Player or Coach Violation of Code of Conduct:
-All ejections from a game will be considered Code of Conduct violations, and the player or coach is automatically suspended for at least one (1) game.  
-If a coach is ejected for arguing with a game official, the coach will be suspended for at least one (1) game.
-If a player is ejected for fighting, the player will be suspended for a minimum of two (2) games, with no exceptions. The player may still participate in team practices at the discretion of the team coach.
-If a coach is ejected for fighting, the coach will be suspended from the league, effective immediately. 
-If a player or coach is ejected twice within the same season, they will be suspended from the league for the remainder of the season. 
-Any player, coach or team member striking or shoving a game official will be suspended for the remainder of the season. 
-If a player or coach disregards stated penalties when properly notified by the League Commissioner, the player/coach’s team can be permanently suspended from league competition for the remainder of the regular and post season.
Penalties for Spectator Violation of Code of Conduct:
-In the event the spectator refuses to leave the field as requested, or attends a game for which the spectator has been suspended or banned, a game official or HOYF Board member may stop the game until the spectator leaves the field and/or may decide the team of the spectator forfeits the game. Alternatively or in addition, the HOYF Board may suspend the spectator from the league for the remainder of the season.
-If a spectator is ejected for fighting, the spectator will be suspended for a minimum of two (2) games, with no exceptions
-If a spectator is ejected twice within the same season, they will be suspended from the league for the remainder of the season. 
-Any spectator striking or shoving a game official will be suspended for the remainder of the season.
Appeal of Penalties:
A written appeal of penalties may be made to the League Commissioner, but it must be received within twenty-four (24) hours of the penalty issuance, with no exceptions. An email is an acceptable means for submitting a written appeal. The League Commissioner will select three (3) persons who are coaches and/or League Board Members for the appeal panel. The appeal panel will review violation and appeal reports and render a decision within seventy-two (72) hours of receiving the written appeal. The decision of the appeal panel will be final.
I accept the above conditions for participation in the HOYF league.

Team / Player Name : ________________________________________________________________________________________

Player or Parent-Guardian Printed Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Player or Parent-Guardian Signature / Date: ______________________________________________________________________
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