BTB Field Maintenance

1) Field Preperation

a. Tarps

i. Remove weights, stakes (don’t just throw them or leave stakes in the grass where they can get lost or damage mowers)

ii. To prevent water from draining onto mound or home plate area, fold the tarp

1. fold in each of the sides

2. fold in the front and back

3. carry (do not drag) the tarp to back of field or outside the fence and drain any water

b. remove base plugs and put in dugout or storage bin/shed

c. install bases

d. chalk batters box and lines (don’t need a thick line!!)

e. If field is wet, DO NOT USE DIAMOND DRY ON CLAY (mound, home plate area) as this will turn rock hard and require repaires!!

f. If you are missing anything from the shed/bin or are running low on chalk, contact your age-level director (don’t wait until it is empty)!!

2) Pre-Game Warm Ups & Practices
a. When stretching or playing catch, don’t stand on foul line (stand 4-5 feet either side of it)

b. Do not use the grass areas in front of dugouts for ground balls or warming up (avoid grass areas between 1st and 3rd base)

c. Don’t stand on grass to throw BP or hit ground balls (stand on dirt)

d. No BP or soft-toss of real baseballs into the fences

e. Enforce these rules with opposing team also

3) Post-Game / Post-Practice

a. Have players remove their spikes first – use tennis shoes

b. Remove bases and put in plugs

c. Rake and drag the field to level out any holes (so water won’t collect)

i. Includes infield, mound, batters box, bullpen and batting cage

d. DO NOT RAKE INTO THE GRASS

i. Rake with the base line

ii. Lightly rake along the edge of infield, pulling away from grass or parallel with grass – never towards the grass

e. Remove clay from grass around mound and home plate

i. Rake back onto mound, home plate

ii. Pick-up chunks in grass and put back onto mound and home plate

f. Cover mound and home plate area with tarp

i. Make sure tarp is only on the dirt, not the grass

ii. Put back stakes or weights on top of tarp

g. Clean-up garbage from both dugouts and bleacher areas

h. Return items neatly to shed/bins and lock-up

i. Lock the doors and boxes before leaving the field!

