
Hello Parents and Coaches 

Well another season has come and gone. I would like to thank all the volunteers, coaches, team par-

ents, managers, referees and especially the Board of Directors for another successful season. I espe-

cially would like to thank Nancy Plourde, our outgoing Girls Travel director for her years of volunteer 

service to NYS. Thank you Nancy and good luck!!! 

Our Comp teams were very successful this fall with a few Tournament Champions and Runners Up 

(U12 Boys- MIST & SPIN(Champs), U12 Girls-SPIN (Champs) U13 Girls- New Milford (Champs), 

U11 Boys- New Milford (2nd Place) two CT Cup Semi Finalists (U12 Boys and U12 Girls) and a CT 

Cup finalist (U12 Boys). League results are still pending, but it looks like our U11 Girls and U12 Boys 

have clinched league titles and a couple other teams are still in the running for their titles. I’d like to 

congratulate the all teams on an extremely successful season. Listed below are a few highlights from 

our Competition teams for the  

There will be a registration table set up in the hall at City Hill at the awards so be sure to register there 

or go online to www.naugatucksoccer.org . Travel deadline is Dec 31, 2013 and In-house Rec deadline 

is March 1, 2014. 

 

Coaches soccer game at Breen North from 6-8 then pizza party at Guisseppe’s from 8-???  

All coaches, managers, team parents, referees are invited to attend. 

 

Remember, NYS is a volunteer run organization. We are always looking for parental volunteers to help 

out as coaches, board members, referees and more. Please contact us if you wish to volunteer to help.  

If anyone is interested, please email me at dranno1973@gmail.com with your interest. 

Thanks again and have a great winter!!! 

David Ranno 

Dranno1973@gmail.com 

As I write this newsletter I realize that it will be my last. At the end of this season, my term 

will be completed. As a board member the last six years, it has been a pleasure to work with 

everyone towards one goal: to give the children of Naugatuck a great soccer experience. We 

have accomplished a lot over the last six years and I’m sure we will continue to do so in the 

future. With that being said, I won’t be too far away as I will be coaching the high school 

division for both the boys and the girls. I would like to thank my wife and kids for their un-

derstanding while I attended to my duties as NYS President. In closing, it has been a great 

ride. I have met many great people as well as seen kids develop from 4/5 year olds who 

would just be happy to wear a shirt with a number to those who played on there high school 

teams. It has been a pleasure to be a contributor of NYS as a coach from 1986 to the last 6 

years as a board member. Take care and I’ll see you on the fields.  

–Joe Campos 

Joe Campos— President  

Dave Ranno –Vice President   
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Hello 5/6 parents and players! 

 

What a season! Nine straight weeks of games and foot skills - and unlike the spring sea-

son, NO rain outs. Week after week I saw players having fun, learning about team sports 

and I hope they had as much fun as I did. 

Thank you to the coaches who dedicated their time and enthusiasm to teaching the next 

generation about this great game. 

Thank you to the parents/chauffeurs who encouraged and supported the players and 

coaches. 

For the parents of our youngest players: if your child was reluctant to play, that's 100% 

normal. Don't worry or fret - the jumping into the fray will come. You all did the right 

thing by having them there, supporting them and not pushing them. You showed them it's 

fun and they'll let you know when they're ready for more. Keep encouraging! 

The spring season will be here before you know it, so get ready! Registration is open right 

now and closes on March 1st. But don't wait - sign up now! 

Thank you again for a great season. I hope you all have a terrific holiday season. 

See you on the fields next spring! 
 

Amy Keach—5/6 Age Director  

 

“The rules of soccer are 

very simple, basically it is 

this: if it moves, kick it. If 

it doesn't move, kick it 

until it does.” 

Phil Woosnam 
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Thanks to all 7/8, coaches, parents, volunteers, and especially the kids! 

This 2013 fall NYS season has been great.  I think everyone had a blast, especially the 

kids. 

I cannot thank all the volunteers who donate their time this kids and helped the 7/8 divi-

sion be a successful one! 

Can't wait for the awards ceremony November 24, 7/8 1230p-145p at city hill!!!! 

Hope to see all the same faces for spring and lots of new ones! 

Remember to register now!!! Dates for in person registration and the link to register online 

at stone alley are on the website naugatuckyouthsoccer.org. 

Again thanks for everyone, help, time and support and see you all on the field for spring!!! 

Thanks 

Nichole jones 

NYS 7/8 age director 

Nichole Jones— 7/8 Age Director   

http://naugatuckyouthsoccer.org


Lisa Murphy- 9/10 Age Director      

Page 3 

Players, Coaches and Parents, 

Congratulations on a great season. It was wonderful to see how much the players have 

grown. Thank you to all the coaches for your continued dedication to NYS. We are so 

grateful for all that you do. We realize that you give a tremendous amount of your time 

and energy to the program and it truly shows in the skills your players gain throughout 

the season. I really enjoyed getting to know you all this season too.  We hope to see you 

all back next year. 

Players – have a wonderful winter and we will see you in the Spring. Parents – don’t 

forget to look on the NYS website for registration dates! 

Lisa Murphy 

9/10 Director 

 

 

 

After almost 6 years of being an age director, this is my final newsletter. 

Even after all this time  I'm still amazed when I watch kids play soccer, especially kids 

that I've seen grow up. They started off so small  & learning to kick a soccer ball & now 

some of them are playing in high school. I'm so proud of all the kids I've seen go through 

NYS & while I can't take credit for coaching any of them, I can say that I've watched so 

many of them through the years & I'm very happy that I've had the opportunity to meet 

so many amazing kids. 

I would like to thank all the parents throughout the years that have brought their kids to 

practice & games & stood out in the cold, heat, rain & even snow to cheer their kids on. I 

would also like to thank my fellow board members for all the support I've gotten 

throughout the years. 

I've met so many people & made some great friends & I've been privileged to get to 

know so many great kids & now young adults. 

Good luck to my replacement Darlene Lawson, I know you'll do great. 

Thank you it's been a great experience! 

 

Nancy Plourde 

Girls travel age director 

Nancy Plourde– Girls Travel Director  

Naugatuck Youth Soccer  
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A Message from the Director of Coaching 

 

Well its finally time to close up shop on the fall season. What a great sea-

son it has been with our travel teams participating  

in league play and numerous tournaments. Most notably Coach Glens run 

at the State Cup with the U12 boys and going to the final. 

 

As always footskills was a great success with an average participation of 

70 players per session. I’d like to thank everybody who makes these ses-

sions 

possible, the coaches, Eric McGrath, John Dzurilla, Korab Muaremi, Ryan 

Kinne and the new boy Billy Kiely a former NYS player who is now em-

barking on the  

Coaching ranks with his first season at footskills. 

 

I feel the need to extend, with mixed emotions, a best of luck to two im-

portant people who have served NYS over the past few years. These two 

people have  

helped me to do my job and have assisted me throughout the years and I'm 

sorry to see them both go. They are President Joe Campos, and Girls 

Travel Director Nancy Plourde.  

On one hand I know its time for them to move on and Im happy for them, 

but I also regret their departure, because they've done so much for NYS. 

When you see either one of  

the offer them your best wishes and thank them for all they have done to 

help run this club. 

 

That's about all there is for now, Id also like to the Amy Keach for the 

turnaround in the 5/6 division, great job, and to all Happy Holidays and 

keep juggling and dribbling 

 

Coach Mike "The Footskills Guy" 
 

 

Mike LeGates—Director of  Coaching 



“Failure happens all the 

time. It happens every day 

in practice. What makes 

you better is how you react 

to it.” 

Mia Hamm 
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I hope everyone had a great Fall season and is looking forward to the upcoming Spring soccer 

season. The Board, Coaches, and Parents have worked hard over the Summer and Fall to pre-

pare us for this successful season; there is little time to celebrate a season before we need to 

start preparing for the next. 

I would like to thank all the Coaches that help make our program as successful as it is.  This 

year the Board will be working hard to help our coaches be the best that they can be.  We are 

trying to create more opportunities and incentives for coaches to expand their knowledge of 

the game by organizing coaching clinics, and also making it easier for Coaches to attend clin-

ics outside of Naugatuck to obtain coaching licenses.  But most importantly we need you to 

volunteer to be a coach, without parent volunteers there are no Coaches, and without coaches 

there are no Teams.  So please inquire about being a coach, if you have the will, we will help 

teach you the Secrets of Coaching.   

Secrets of Coaching 

Courage to stay strong – as coaches we have to make decisions that may not be popular but 

we need to do what is correct for the players and have the courage to stand behind our deci-

sions. 

Self-confidence – we need to have confidence in ourselves and if we do, it will translate in 

our abilities to motivate our players. 

Learn from mistakes – we are going to make mistakes; but, the trick is not to repeat them but 

rather learn from them. Let the past be the past and have the ability to learn from it and move 

on. 

Willingness to change – we cannot be so set in our ways that we are not flexible enough or 

willing to change our approach to meet the demands of our players or the game itself. 

Emotional Intelligence – we need to have the ability to make intelligent decisions and not 

permit our emotions to cloud our judgment. 

Self-control – we need to possess the ability to control our emotions so that we can make the 

best decisions and not allow ourselves to get caught up in the moment which could result in a 

disaster. 

Moral Compass – we need to possess a sense of what is right and wrong. We need to be able 

to stand by those convictions regardless of the outcome. 

Capacity to relax – we need to have the ability to have a calming effect on ourselves as well 

as others - at practice, during, or after a game. 

Gift to inspire others – by having a Positive Attitude through actions as well as words we 

can get the most out of every player, coach or parent that crosses our path. 

I hope that these tips will allow you to meet the demands of your environment so that every-

one can reach their potential and have a rewarding experience. 

Just as our favorite teachers find ways to educate in fun and exciting ways, that should be our 

goal in youth sports. Our goal in youth soccer is teach the kids sports, teamwork, sportsman-

ship and the importance of striving to be your best. It should always be done in a way that 

makes them want to come back time and time again! 

As always I look forward to your input and thoughts, feel free to contact me or any other 

member of the board with questions or comments. 

See you on the field, 

Your Boys Travel Director, 

Manny Silva 

Manny Silva—Boys Travel Director   



 

 

 

 

 

IT’S THE MOST WODERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!!!!!! 

IT’S THE HAP, HAPPIEST NIGHT OF THE MONTH!!!!! 

YES, IT IS!!! IT IS TIME FOR US PARENTS TO GET DOWN AND 

BOOGIE!!!!! 

NYS 

HOLIDAY DINNER DANCE 

DECEMBER 7, 2013 

6:00pm-12:00am 

SANTOS RESTAURANT 

CHURCH STREET 

NAUGATUCK, CT 

   $30 A PERSON          $50 A COUPLE 

   BUFFET STYLE            BEER  WINE  

For tickets, please contact your coach, age director, mail in this form 

or contact Marybeth Kiely at mbnbill513@yahoo.com.  

 
 

 

NAME:                                          # ATTENDING: 

MAIL TO: NYS, P.O. BOX 772, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770 

 

 
 



NYS Board of Directors Questionnaire 

Name: Robert Fanzutti 

Date: 11/8/2013  

Position running for: Registrar  

Reason for your intent to join NYS Board of Directors? 

I have coached on all levels with NYS since 1995. I have served as the girls travel director for five years from 2005 to 2009. I 

know the club been strong because of the commitment of the volunteers it. I also feel senior members of the club need to 

take the responsibility of running the club when they can. With that said I feel the this is the time I should step up and in-

crease my commitment want work with the Board of Directors Naugatuck Youth soccer again. 

What are your views of NYS and in your mind, what can you do to improve the club? 

I have been a long time volunteer of NYS. I know the commitment required and the of both board members and coaches. I 

thought of rejoining the BoD I talked to Joe Campos. During one of our conversation with Joe explained to me Erica was 

looking to leave her position as registrar. This was interesting because as the girl’s travel director I helped Erica come up  to 

speed registering teams and players for travel. It was easy she was a fast learner. I also thought my experience as a travel 

director would help me to come up to speed as the registrar. I feel with my experience as I might be a able to help the club 

reach the higher registration we have had in the past.  

What experience do you have within the club or do you have experience on another Board of Directors of a non-profit or-

ganization? Explain. 

I have coached for over eighteen years. I have served on the BoD of NYS for five years. I have worked at the SPIN tournament 

as a coach, a director, and volunteer parent. I understand the level of commitment required to keep the club successful as a 

contributor in youth sports in Naugatuck.  

 

NYS Board of Directors Questionnaire 
. 

Name: Nichole Jones 

Date: 11/7/2013 

Position running for: 7/8 Age Director 
 

Reason for your intent to join NYS Board of Directors?   

  To be a familiar face amongst coaches, parents, and children for 7/8 league, so coaches and parents can be comfortable 

and more forth coming with needs, ideas, etc.. of how to make this sport more enjoyable for everyone. 

 

What are your views of NYS and in your mind, what can you do to improve the club?  

 

NYS has been a great organization for my family to grow in the Naugatuck community.  It has given myself, my husband, ad my 

children the opportunity to give back to our town, and to our children.  I can bring organizational skills, as well as an open mind, to 

considerations brought by the community about NYS. 

 

What experience do you have within the club or do you have experience on another Board of Directors of a non-profit organi-

zation? Explain.   

 

I started assisting the age director for 5/6 1 year ago, and have moved up in the age divisions based on my sons age while playing.  I 

do not have any other experience of sitting on a Board for any other non-profit organization. 

 



NYS Board of Directors Questionnaire 

Name:  Darlene Lawson  

Date: 11/1/13 

Position running for: Age Director – Girls Comp 

 

 

 

 

Reason for your intent to join NYS Board of Directors?  I love working with kids (directly and/or indirectly).  

  I want to be more involved with my children and the Community.  I want to help make the activities that my daughter’s are 

interested  in, be the best that they can be.   

What are your views of NYS and in your mind, what can you do to improve the club?  

 I feel that it is a great Organization.  I think that everyone that is currently involved in NYS has the best interest of the children 

in mind.   I think it is so important for children to take the opportunity to play a team sport.  I am organized, interested, a 

team player, I work well with others.  I want to help make a difference in these children’s lives no matter how big or small 

that difference is. 

What experience do you have within the club or do you have experience on another Board of Directors of a non-profit or-

ganization? Explain. 

I have held the following jobs for NYS: 

Ø Assistant Coach for 7/8 Girls with Lisa Murphy (2012) 

Ø Assistant Age Director 9/10 with Lisa Murphy (2013) 

Ø Assistant Age Director for the Girls Comp teams with Nancy Plourde (2013) 

I’ve held the position of Leader and Co-Leader for Girl Scouts of America for a total of 3 years (2007/2008, 2010-2013 

I’ve taught Religious Education as a Catechist in Monroe, CT for 2 full school years (2011-2013) 

 



NYS Board of Directors Questionnaire 

 

 

Name:    Krista Gloden 

Date:  November 8, 2013 

Position running for:  Registrar 

 

Reason for your intent to join NYS Board of Directors? 

I would gladly join the NYS organization as the Registrar because I want to be involved.  I have seen my son grow 

through the seasons, learn the sport, love the sport, and each year beg to return.  I chose to live in Naugatuck 

when my son was 3 because I was happy with the town, the school system, and sports choices he would have.  To 

this day I still believe I made the right decision coming here.  NYS was the first and only sport my son found his 

passion in.  He is now part of the U12 Boys Comp team, and as you know, they recently became finalists at the 

State Cup game.  What pride a parent takes in their child’s accomplishments as well as the entire team is inde-

scribable!  This is why I want to join, every child out there and every parent, should get to feel that pride and I 

want to help whomever I can to get there.   

 

What are your views of NYS and in your mind, what can you do to improve the club? 

My views of NYS are simple, NYS provides the children in Naugatuck a fun and wonderful learning experience.  NYS 

gives the boys and girls a place to join their friends, to learn the game of soccer, and to have fun.  My son has 

been in NYS since he was 5, never missing a season, always eager to see who his coach was or who was on his 

team.   

 

In today’s world there are so much negativity out there, we need to be able to provide a positive atmosphere for the 

children, even if it is just a hour for practice, a hour for foot skills, and a game on the weekend.  It gives the chil-

dren something to look forward to, puts routine in their after school lives, and is a building block for their fu-

ture.  I believe NYS builds these children and teaches these children the idea of camaraderie, discipline, to win 

or lose gracefully, and respect for each other.    I am sure most of the players in High School came through NYS, 

so again, how proud NYS can be as they went on through each year.  The Middle School came through winning 

as well and most are shaped by the NYS organization since they started soccer. 

 

I’ve stood on the sidelines for many years, I’ve watched parents volunteer as coaches, managers, or even the board, 

and I give kudos to all them!  Improving the club is a difficult task, one that needs to be taken on as a whole or-

ganization, whether it be in how registration is completed, or when schedules are published to families, or just 

getting information out in real time via website updates or other means of communication.  As one person, I can 

not improve the club, but I can be a part, that helps to maintain a great organization for the children in Nauga-

tuck. 

 

What experience do you have within the club or do you have experience on another Board of Directors of a 

non-profit organization? Explain. 

I do not have any experience within the club other than this year as the U12 Boys Comp Team Manager.  In the mid-

dle of last year, our team chose to participate in an out of town tournament in July 2013.  By April this year, we 

hadn’t registered, we didn’t look at the hotels info, and didn’t know how many of the team would participate due 

to family vacations, etc.  I contacted our coach, told him I’d pick up the ball and run with it.  And so I did, we 

registered, got hotels, picked up boys from the rec team to join us, and off we went to RI to win the tournament 

for the U11 boys.  I knew then that I had to always be part of this team and of NYS.  

 

 I offer to this position my military background and my business background.  I have been taught there is always a 

chain of command in everything you do, that deadlines are met, and time management is essential.  Priorities 

are designated and completed, because each priority or task, helps to complete your final mission.  My business 

background has taught me organization and time management are keys to success.  Keeping others involved and 

informed will always make for a more positive working environment.  At times, others may not like the informa-

tion, but keeping each informed, gives a sense of equality and feeling of importance.   I have learned as manager 

this season that parents want their child to be the best, and with a strong backbone of coaches and the NYS or-

ganization, all the children can be.  I have strived this season to always give information up front, present it to 

all involved and gained the respect from each parent. 



NYS Board of Directors Questionnaire 

Name:  Edwin Croft Jr 

Date: 10/31/2013 

Position running for: President 

 

Reason for your intent to join NYS Board of Directors? 

To help Naugatuck Youth Soccer in getting more organized and assisting the board of directors in developing policies and pro-

cedures that will make it easier for future board members to step in and know what is expected of them. 

What are your views of NYS and in your mind, what can you do to improve the club? 

From what I have observed, the club is in a very chaotic state. No one, on the board, seems to understand their role and have a 

hard time feeling they are making a difference. There is very little communication between the board and the parents making 

them very frustrated.  

My organization skills will be key to getting people to feel they make a difference. 

 

My leadership skills will help to guide people by making people want to work hard because they see me working hard. 

 

My documentation skills will assist us to create processes and procedures to better manage the age groups and the league. 

 

My money management skills will help us stay focused and not spend without a purpose that benefits the whole league and not 

just a select few. 

 

My honesty, communication and straight forward way of dealing with people will help for others to trust me when I say some-

thing. They will know that I stand behind what I say and I will assist my fellow board members to achieve the goals that are set 

for them. 

 

What experience do you have within the club or do you have experience on another Board of Directors of a non-profit 

organization? Explain. 

I have held multiple positions within Naugatuck Youth Soccer: 

 Publicity Activities Director – 3 years 

 Travel Director/Asst Registrar – 3 years 

 Referee Coordinator – 2 years 

 Purchasing – 3 years 

  

 Coach from 1986 – 2003 2010-2013 

 Referee from 1992 – 2003 2010-2013 

 

Other Positions: 

 President - High Acres Mobile Home Park  - 3 years 

 Vice President  - Brook Valley Estates Condo Association - 6 years 

 President - Brook Valley Estates Condo Association - 2 years 

 President/Secretary Naugatuck Twilight Softball League - 3 years  

 

  

 

 



NYS Board of Directors Questionnaire 

Name: Diane G Teixeira 

Date: 10/30/2013 

Position running for: Publicity Director 

Reason for your intent to join NYS Board of Directors?  

I feel that sports are a fundamental   component in a child's life. My reason for wanting to join the board is simple, I want to help the 

league to continue to provide the players, parents and coaches with the best experience possible  

What are your views of NYS and in your mind, what can you do to improve the club?   

NYS provides and excellent soccer program and a great foundation for young soccer players. This is where I think the league can in 

improve: Continue to build and expand  relationships with current sponsors by-Sending out a thank you letters and inviting them to 

sponsor again next year- signed by the President of NYS Holding a small reception so the board can thank the sponsors personally 

Finding out about their businesses and consider using them as vendors Attending events that our sponsors  are hosting or sponsor-

ing Acquire new sponsors by, Asking current sponsors if they know of other businesses that would be interested in sponsor-

ing ,Getting to know  the parents on our leagues and targeting the ones that own businesses or work for business that would be 

interesting in sponsoring ,Working closely with the the Naugatuck Chamber and the Naugatuck economic development corporation  

and meeting new business that come in to town and making them aware of our league's mission and sponsorship opportunities, 

Attend local events to network and make connection with local business owners that maybe willing to be a sponsor ,building rela-

tionships with the surrounding leagues and towns, Rebuilding SPIN by, Consider changing the weekend of the tournament , Con-

sider changing it into a charity event and picking a cause to give a percent   age of the profits to, Consider asking a vendor to run 

concession ,Consider having a joint tournament with another  league- for example the Naugatuck/ Ansonia tournament ,Consider 

asking the  Naugatuck chamber ,Naugatuck economic development corporations, and town leaders for help on improving   the 

tournament ,Showing locate business how the tournament can bring business to their establishment, Build strong relationships 

between  parents, players, coaches, and the community with the board, Encourage them to participate in meetings ,Considering 

new ideas - just because the leagues has been doing something a certain way does mean it  should continue ,Clear communication 

and guidelines- level playing field for everyone Address parent, player, and coaches concerns quickly- Provide coaches with equip-

ment and ask them for their opinion. everyone want to feel that they matter and someone appreciates their hard workSending a 

survey to all parents and soliciting their feedback. The league needs to look at constructive feedback as an opportunity to improve 

Under promise and over deliver-The boards members are all ambassadors  of the league- they are the key to building strong rela-

tionships ,Have a small cook out at the end of each season to thank parents, coaches and players...Promote NYS involvement in the 

community by taking advantage of placing photo ops in the local media tart a campaign to get players and parent's to like NYS 

Facebook- use social media as another way to communicate important information or promote NYS.  

What experience do you have within the club or do you have experience on another Board of Directors of a non-profit organiza-

tion? Explain -  I have a strong background in sales and management . I feel I can help the leagues To retain and grow current  

sponsors and acquire new sponsors Improve relationship with players, parents and coaches. Promote NYS through local and so-

cial media Grow  SPIN tournament. Currently- Team manager for U13 

\2011-Current  Naugatuck  Duck Race committee  

2010- President of the Ladies Auxiliary at the Portuguese Club in Waterbury   

 


